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PREFACE 


In the preface to the first edition of this book, T with-held 
certain racts, which at that particular moment, I thought, 
could raise wild controversies. I made a promise, in this 
preface, to the public that these facts will be disclosed at a 
later time. I had also promised that if net disclosed during my 
life time these facts will be disclosed after my death. I had 
promised, to make arrangements to that effect. That 
arrangement will now be not necessary. Because in this, second 
edition, I have given almost all those facts which at the time 
of first publication could not be made public. I am convinced of 
the truth of these facts, and it is fair enough to the future 
generation to know what exactly happened in 1947 vis-a-vis 
the Kashmir issue. Kashmir problem is still as much important 
today as it was in 1947. The very existence of Pakistan depends 
on the solution of this problem. I have added a new chapter in 
this book - Kashmir as a Country". This chapter gives a new 
line of thinking to the solution of this problem. I leave it to the 
future generation of Pakistani and Kashmiri people to 
reconsider and review the whole problem in the context of 
modern trends and modern events that have taken place since 
1947, including the separation of East Pakistan from Pakistan. 

In any case, in my view, if Kashmir were projected as a 
country and accepted by the countries of the World and 
admitted into the UNO, this future Kashmir would be easily a 
mini Pakistan. 


S.M.IBRAHIM KHAN 






5 



9 


Chapter I 


HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 


THE State of Jammu and Kashmir is bounded in the north 
by the Russian and Chinese Republics. The independent 
Republic of Afghanistan lies to the north-west. On its south¬ 
west is Pakistan. A very small area in the south-east of the 
State has common boundaries with the Republic of India. 

The State has an area of 84,471 sq. miles. There are only 
two plains in all this vast area. One is the valley of Kashmir, 
84 miles long and about 25 miles wide with the summer capital, 
Srinagar, in the centre, and the Jhelum river running from east 
to west down the centre. The other is the Jammu plain, which is 
a continuation of the Punjab plains, divided to the east by the 
Chenab, and separated on the west from the hills of the 
Rawalpindi and Hazara districts of Pakistan by the Jhelum 
river. The Panjab range of mountains, averaging 14,000 ft. high, 
encloses the valley of Kashmir on its southern and western 
sides. The slopes of the Jammu plain are a continuation of the 
plains of West Pakistan. 

The main Himalayan chain, with summits from 15,000 to 
23,600 ft, runs north-west from the southern boundary of the 
Indian Hill State of Chamba, in an almost straight line near 
the Indus. A quarter of the State's area lying to the south-west 
of this main Himalayan chain, is comparatively well-watered 
and supports as large a population as in its two plains. Beyond 
the main Himalayan chain, the upper reaches of the Indus 
drain a drier and more barren broad belt of mountains 
culminating in the north in the high peaks of Karakorum, 
separating Ladakh and Baltistan from Sinkiang - a Province of 
Socialist China, and cut right through by the Hunza river near 
their western end, where they are continued in the Hindukush 
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running along the northern boundary of the State of Chitral, 
now acceded to Pakistan. The valleys of eastern Ladakh 
support a saparse polulation, but in the much lower valleys of 
Baltistan and the Gilgit Agency to the north-west, a 
considerable part of the population lives on agriculture. South¬ 
west and west of Gilgit, the mountains do no attain such 
heights and are more broken. The climatic conditions of the 
country vary from the arctic cold in Ladakh district to the 
extreme heat of the West Pakistan plains. Tropical heat is 
experienced in Jammu Province. The Kashmir valley enjoys a 
temperate climate during summer but is very cold in winter. In 
early November, the Banihal Pass on road to Srinagar from 
Jammu becomes snow-bound, and throughout the winter months 
is not open to any traffic. In the Frontier Districts, extreme cold 
prevails throughout the year. The deep narrow valleys in 
Kashmir and Gilgit are, however, hot and damp. 

Since this book was first published in 1965, a significant 
event has occurred. This event has made a tremendous effect on 
the geographic position and on the political aspect of the state 
of Jammu and Kashmir; namely, a road has been constructed 
from the Frontier Province of Pakistan right up to Hunza, - 
Khanjarab and beyond into China. Formerly this used to be 
Silk Route between China and Indo-Pak sub-continent. The 
trade was carried on by means of animals. It would take weeks 
and weeks together to cross this Silk Route from China to India, 
a distance of 500 miles or so. Now that this new magnificent 
road has been built by the assistance of China, a new trade has 
been opened between China and Pakistan. This road has given 
great importance to the region of Gilgit and Ladakh and, 
consequently, to Jammu and Kashmir state. 

When Pakistan was constructing this road, India raised 
serious objections, because, according to India, the State as a 
whole constitutionally belonged to India and, therefore, 
revolutionary changes in this area would affect Indian 
position. Monumental construction of the roads has given 
importance to the region and a new relationship has happily 
developed between Pakistan and China. 
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A question now has been raised in the Pakistan press and in 
the political circles that Northern Provinces of the state, 
namely, Gilgit, Ladakh and Baltistan be either annexed to 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir State.or to Pakistan. The question of 
a part of the state acceding to Pakistan does not seem feasible, 
and if it is done, it is going to effect very badly Pakistan's cause 
in United Nation. In my opinion these Northern Provinces of 
Jammu and Kashmir State should go to Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir because they are a part of Kashmir State and have 
been so through ages. These areas should be governed by the 
appointment of a Governor and the Legal jurisdiction of the 
Supreme Court and High Court should extend to these areas so 
that the people of this area also benefit from an organised 
judicial system. It is a question which yet has to be debated and 
decided. Only a very strong Central Government of Pakistan can 
be in a position to solve this matter one way or the other. In the 
meantime the area is governed by Military and Civil 
administration with wide autocratic powers. This position 
jeopardizes the people's rights in this area. It must be said that 
a lot of credit is due to its people and their ancestors who 
fought for freedom, alongwith the rest of Kashmiries in 1947. 
Rainfall is scanty in the frontier regions, but in the rest of the 
State it varies from 30 inches to 65 inches a year. From the 
point of view of area, the State of Jammu and Kashmir is the 
largest in India and Pakistan. Its area is slightly smaller than 
that of Great Britain. The area of the former Indian States of 
Mysore, Travancore, Jaisalmeer and Bikaner, all put together, 
is equal to the area of Jammu and Kashmir State. The area of 
Jammu and Kashmir is again equal to the area of Belgium, 
Denmark, Holland, Austria and Albania, all put together. 

The population of the State, according to the Census 
Report of 1941, was 40,21,616. The following figures based on 
the Census Report of 1941, give the composition of the main 
communities in different Provinces of the State. 
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Name of Province 

Total 

Population 

Muslims 

Non Muslims. 

Jammu Province 

19,81,433 

12,15,676 

7,65,757 

Kashmir Province 

17,28,705 

16,15,478 

1,13,227 

Frontier Districts 

2,84,478 

2,70,093 

14,385 


This population has now increased to one crore people (10 
millions). r 


Thus it is evident that the population of the State of 
Jammu and Kashmir is larger than that of Iraq and almost 
equal to that of Switzerland. The main religions of the people 
of the State are Islam, Hinduism, Sikhism and Buddhism. It 

ii °, bServed from the stat * sties given above, that, in 1941 
the Mushms formed a Majority in all the provinces of the 
State. They conshtuted 77.11 percent of the total population of 
t e State, the Hindus being 21.12 percent and the Sikhs 1 64 
percent. There are some 40,000 Buddhists in Eastern Ladakh 
but the population of Ladakh as a whole, including Baltistan' 
is predominantly Muslim. The annual increase in population 
has been estimated at a little over one percent. 


We now understand that India has allowed its non-Muslim 
peop e to increase their population in the State with the result 
that ratio between Muslims and non-Muslims has been badly 
affected. It is feared if this sort of policy continues for a long 
time and no plebiscite is held within the state, within a 
reasonable time, the whole complexion of population will 
undergo a terrific change and Pakistan's cause and the cause of 
the Muslims in this state will be irreparably damaged 


In race and culture, the people of Jammu and Kashmir 
State vary according to the region in which they live. The 
people of Ladakh and Baltistan have typically Mongolian 
features. Their culture and language are different from those 
w o live in Gilgit or in the valley of Srinagar itself. The 
people of Gilgit, though akin in their features to the people of 
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badakh and Baltistan, have markedly different 
characteristics. Their language is different from those who live 
in Gilgit and in the valley of Srinagar or those who live in the 
Province of Jammu. 

The people of the valley of Kashmir speak "Kashmiri" 
language which is different from rest of the State. They have a 
different dress and follow slightly different customs. The 
people in the rest of the State, namely the whole of Jammu 
Province, including Poonch, are closely akin to the Muslims of 
West Pakistan. 

The Hindus of ancient times were never good historians. 
There is, therefore, no reliable historical material relating to 
the Hindu period in all parts of India. However, with the 
ancient land of Kashmir this is not the case. Record of our past 
has been preserved in a famous book called "Raj Tarangini" by 
the prominent historian Kalhana who lived in the first half of 
the twelfth century A.D. 

-r 

The Hindu kings ruled over Kashmir for over four thousand 
years. During this long period of history, twenty-one dynasties 
came to power one after the other. An account is given about the 
kings of this period, but most of it appears to be of a conjectural 
nature. 

r 

It is not possible to describe precisely the social or economic 
conditions of the people of the Kashmir during the earlier 
parts of the Hindu period except that the governments in those 
days were based on absolute patriarchy. The quality of every 
regime depended on the personal traits of Raja. It does not 
fall within the scope of this small book to go into its detail. 

The most famous king of Kashmir was one Raja 
Lalitaditya (715-752 A.D). It is related that when he ascended 
the throne, the State of Kashmir was in a disorderly condition. 
He restored peace and normal conditions and established a 
strong Government. After doing this, he started on a wide 
conquest of other countries. It is told that he went as far as 
Central Asia and returned to his country via Tibet after an 
absence of twelve years from his seat of Government. 
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It is obvious that the life of the Hindu Kings, generally 
speaking, was very simple. Most of them were absolute 
monarchs, peculiar to mediaeval times, but this did not prevent 
some of them from looking after their subjects very well. They 
realised that their lives were closely associated with the 
people of their country, and many of them were not infrequently 
drawn from amongst their people. Huan Tsiang, the great 
Chinese traveller, who visited Kashmir in 617-53. A.D. found 
the people in the State prosperous and happy. He narrates 
that some of the adjacent territories of the State were subject to 
the rule of kings of Kashmir. 

Inspite of the simple times of those days, the people were 
advanced in their culture and in many other walks of life. 
Their progress was striking enough even for this modem age. 
We, of the present generation, can and should take legitimate 
pride in the fact that our earlier ancestors evolved a 
philosophy of their own which was profound and popular. This 
philosophy was characterized by absolute monism, a depth of 
fine originality which has been universally acknowledged. 

Between the years 1310 A.D. and 1553 A.D, Kashmir was 
ruled by local Muslim kings. Between 1515 A.D. and 1718 A.D., 
the*State was ruled by Mughal kings and between 1718 A.D. 
and 1819 A.D , by Afghan Governors. This would show that 
Kashmir was under independent Muslim rule for more than five 
hundred years. In the beginning of the fourteenth century 
political changes occurred when a Tibetan Prince fled from his 
country and took shelter under the king of Kashmir. After 
living in Kashmir for serval years he took advantage of the 
unsettled conditions and came into power himself, while the 
king of Kashmir was absent in Kishtwar. Subsequently, this 
Tibetan Prince embraced Islam. After that the government of 
Kashmir passed into the hands of those who were alien in 
birth and in culture. These Muslim Sultans ruled Kashmir for 
more than a century and a half. The most famous, and still very 
well known even to the average Kashmiri today, was Sultan 
Zain-ul-Abidin, otherwise known as Budshah (the Great 
Monarch). During the reign of his predecessor Sultan Sikandar, 
a large number of Kashmiri Pandits left Kashmir and settled in 
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the Punjab and elsewhere in India. During the reign of Zain-ul- 
Abidin Budshah, many industries were introduced: for instance, 
paper-making, sericulture and shawl-manufacture. He became 
extremely popular among all sections of the people, including 
Hindus, because of his tolerance. 

Akbar the Great conquered Kashmir in 1586 A.D. During 
the whole Mughal occupation of Kashmir, it was governed by 
governors appointed by the Mughal Emperors frojn time to time. 
The Mughal occupation of the country was marked by the 
prevalence of peace and happiness. But as soon as the Mughal 
Empire started crumbling, after the death of Aurangzeb, 
conditions became very unsettled again. 

In 1750 A.D Ahmad Shah Durrani invaded and conquered 
Kashmir. The country thus passed into the hands of the 
Afghans. Their rule in Kashmir is known as very harsh. Tales 
of religious persecution, devastation and rapine are still told in 
every household throughout the valley of Kashmir. During 
this period people in general, and Hindus in particular, must 
have suffered because of their misrule. 

The Sikhs succeeded in wresting the valley of Kashmir 
from the Afghan rulers in 1819. The Afghan Governor was 
defeated and Kashmir passed into the hands of new masters 
from the Punjab . From 1819 A.D. to 1846 A.D. Kashmir 
remained under the rule of Sikhs. The change of this rule made 
no difference at all to the lot of the people. Maharaja Ranjit 
Singh and other Sikh rulers after him had neither time nor the 
inclination to look into the administration of this new Province 
of the Sikh kingdom. They always sent their governors to rule 
for them in Kashmir. William Moorcraft, who visited 
Kashmir in 1824 A.D., wrote:- 

"The Sikhs looked upon the Kashmiris as little better 
than cattle. The murder of a native by a Sikh was 
punished with a fine by the Government from sixteen to 
twenty rupees of which four were paid to the family of the 
deceased, if a Hindu, and two if he was a Mohammadan". 
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According to Moocraft, the people were everywhere in a 
miserable condition and they were subjected to every kind of 
extortion and oppression. 

Some of the Muslim rulers of Kashmir, like Ahmad Shah 
Akbar and Jehangir, did great things for this unfortunate land! 
The Mughals brought back as much peace and prosperity to the 
country as they could. Akbar built the wall round Hari Parbat. 
Jehangir and Shah Jehan were very fond of the valley and paid 
frequent visits to it. Some of the gardens round the Dal Lake are 
a standing monument of the good work of the Mughals. In our 
times, and probably in all times, visitors from all over the 
world will see these monuments as great marks of a great age in 

Hstary vf ihs Kashmir valley. 

niet. Who visited Kashmir dtiting the reign of 
Aurangzeb, was pleased to see the conditions then prevailing 
everywhere. He was particularly impressed by the industrious 
habits of the people and he appreciated the shawl of Kashmir 
which was manufactured in those days. 

In 1819 A.D. Kashmir came under the Punjab Government. 
Sheikh Imam-ud-din was appointed as Governor. His rule 
continued upto 1846 A.D., when the British took over the State. 
It was not until November, 1846 A.D. that Maharaja Gulab 
Singh was brought into Kashmir with the aid of British troops. 
During the five centuries of Muslim rule, Islam won the greatest 
part of the people to its fold. The piety and learning of Syed 
All Hamdani made such a great impression on the people that 
a large number of them embraced Islam. 

Jammu Province has a different history. 

From the twelfth upto the fifteenth century, the Rajas of 
Jammu, who held sway over Dogra country (round about Mansar 
and Sarvansar Lake), remained under the suzerainty of the 
Ghauri dynasty of Afghanistan, and they got Jagirs from the 
Afghans. After 1554 A.D. they accepted the suzerainty of the 
Mughal Kings. During this period Rajauri was under Raja 
Ikram Ullah Khan of Rajauri. Bhimber was under Raja 
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Azimullah Khan of Bhimber. Mirpur was under Dewan 
Ghulam Ali and Haider Alt Khan Ghakhar of Mirpur. In 1770 
A.D. the Sikhs attacked Jammu, and it had, perforce, to accept 
the suzerainty of the Lahore Government. Ghulab Sing's father 
got the Jagir of ’Andwara’ from the British Government in the 
Jammu Tehsil. Later on Ghulab Singh's father entered the 
service of the Punjab Government. In 1809 A.D. Gulab Singh 
entered the service of the Sikh Army as a trooper. In lieu of his 
good military service, he got a Jagir in the districts of Jhelum 
and Sialkot. In 1820 A.D. Gulab Singh was made the Raja of 
Jammu and his two brothers were given the principalities of 
Poonch in the north-west and Ramnagar, north-east of Jammu. 

Poonch has a typical 
historical background. 

From the end of seventeenth century up to 1837 A.D. Poonch 
was ruled by the Muslim Rajas of Loran in Tehsil Haveli. It 
then fell into the hands of Raja Faiztalab Khan of Rajuri to 
whom it was handed over by the Punjab'govemment. Poonch 
was included in the transfer of the hilly country to Maharaja 
Gulab Sing in 1846. Before this transfer, Poonch was considered 
a district of Lahore. Maharaja Gulab Singh grantedXhibal, 
Poonch and other ilaqas to Jawahar Singh and Moiti Singh, 
sons of his brother Dhian Singh. The Raja of Poonch had to 
present to the Maharaja of, what is now known as Jammu and 
Kashmir, one horse with gold trappings. The Raja of Poonch 
was not to effect any administrative changes irt the territory of 
Poonch without previous consultation with the Maharaja of 
Kashmir. Poonch was converted into a Jagir by Maharaja Hari 
Singh in 19o5-36 by bullying the Raja of Poonch into submission. 

The Dogra Maharajas found it extremely difficult to 
establish their Government in Poonch. It refused to accept, ipso 
facto, the de jure sovereignty of the Dogras. Poonch had, 
therefore, to be conquered by them . During this regular conquest 
the Dogras met with stiff armed resistance. When ultimately, 
by sheer strength of arms, Dogra sovereignty was firmly 
established, they picked a number of leaders from the people 
and had them flayed alive in public. For the people of Jammu 
and Kashmir the places where these horrible crimes were 
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committed against humanity will always remain as unique 
memorials to the cause of freedom. 

In a repetition of history, it was these self-same people who 
first rose in arms against the Dogras in 1947. 

The history of the beginning of the Dogra rule would be 
considered incomplete without a mention of the infamous 
Treaty of Amritsar which was concluded between Maharaja 
Gulab Singh and the British authorities in 1846 A.D. By the 
terms of this treaty the Valley of Kashmir was sold by the 
British to Gulab Singh. When this treaty was concluded 
between British Government and Maharaja Gulab Singh, the 
territory that was surrendered to Maharaja in lieu of seventy- 
five lakhs of rupees was only the valley of Kashmir. Poonch 
was never a part of this infamous agreement. Therefore, ilaqa 
of Poonch had to be re-conquered by the forces of Maharaja 
Ghulab Singh. These forces of Maharaja perpetrated unheard 
of atrocities on men and women. Relevant portions of the Treaty 
of Amritsar read as follows:- 

Article 1. 

The British Government transfers and makes over for ever 
in independent possession to Maharaja Ghulab Singh and the 
heirs male of his body all the hilly or mountainous country 
with its dependencies situated to the eastward of the River 
Indus and the westward of the River Ravi including Chamba 
and excluding Lahul, being part of the territories ceded to the 
provisions of the article IV of the Treaty of Lahore, dated 9th 
March,1846. 

Article 3. 

In consideration of the transfer made to him and his heirs 
by the provisions of the foregoing article, Maharaja Gulab 
Singh will pay to the British Government the sum of seventy- 
five lakhs of rupees (Nanakshahi), fifty lakhs to be paid on 
ratification of this Treaty and twenty-five lakhs on or before 
the 1st October of the current year, A.D.1846. 


19 


Article 9. 

The British Government will give its aid to Maharaja 
Gulab Singh in protecting his territories from external enemies. 

Article 10. 

Maharaja Gulab Singh will acknowledge the supremacy of 
the British Government and will in token of such supremacy 
present annually to the British Government one horse, twelve 
shawl goats of approved breed (six male and six female) and 
three pairs of Cash-mere shawls. 

According to the Treaty of Amritsar, the district of 
Hazara went to Gulab Singh, but this was, later on, exchanged 
for Mandir, Dadhi, Kathua and Suchetgarh in the Punjab. 

It will appear that the Treaty of Amritsar does not 
mention anything pertaining to the internal administration of 
the State. Gulab Singh, it seems, was given a free hand to dea.] 
with matters as he chose. In later days the British Authorities 
themselves regretted the handing over of Kashmir to an Indian 
Prince. It seems that when the Treaty of Amritsar was 
concluded, the Englishmen who were dealing with the matter, 
had not the slightest notion of the strategic and other value of 
the valley of Kashmir. They found the Amritsar arrangement 
inevitable, because during that time Punjab politics were in a 
fluid state and the North-West Frontier and Afghanistan were 
unsettled. To them it was an advantageous disposal of 
Kashmir. In any case they thought Gulab Singh was a good 
ally in the North. Drew wrote- 

"One great objective which the Governor-General had in 
view when he made this arrangement for the Jammu and 
Kashmir territories, was to lessen the force of Sikhs by 
establishing on their flank a power independent of them 
and .inclined to the British. This objective may be said to 
have so far succeeded that, on the next and final trial of 
strength between the Sikhs and the British, Gulab Singh's 
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aid was withheld from the nation to which formerly 
belong his allegiance". 

It will, of course, appear that the treaty does not even 
mention of a British Resident in Kashmir, and when the matter 

of appointment of a Resident was taken up by the British, the 
Mahara'ja resisted. Ultimately, in 1851 A.D. the Maharaja 
had to agree to the appointment of a British Officer. Finally, 
after a lot of controversy over the matter, the Resident was 

appointed. 

"The Maharaja did not achieve his ends by methods 
which were always beyond criticism. He did not hesitate 
to resort to the tricks and stratagems which would, in 
ordinary life, be considered dishonourable. He was trained 
in a hard school, where for ages inhumanity and treachery 
were all considered part and parcel of politics". 

During the early period of the Dogras, the people of 
Kashmir suffered much misery. Though the Amritsar Treaty 
gave outward peace to the people and they were rid of the 
Pathan and the Sikh misrule, this peace, probably, helped the 
upper class of people. The Hindus consolidated their position 
and started growing rich at the expense of the general 
Mussalman masses. So far as the general masses were concerned, 
no economic or social progress was possible. The land was in a 
sorry condition during the period of Gulab Singh, and Ranbir 
Singh. The taxes were arbitrary and exorbitant. Revenue was 
collected in kind and sepoys were deputed to collect it, in 
advance, at the time of harvesting. Since these sepoys were 
themselves not regularly paid, one can imaging the misery and 
havoc they worked on the villagers. There were strange taxes. 
To quote'one instance, there was a tax on the sale of horses 
which amounted to fifty percent of the purchase money. 

Every Department was full of corruption and the burden of 
t all fell on the poor peasant. All officials, particularly the 
evenue officials, were corrupt to the core. Since the revenue 
)fficial could collect money in this inhuman manner it was 
espected in upper society because money gave it position. 
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Therefore, the question of exercising any check on him was 
never contemplated. 

But the biggest disgrace that will be associated with the 
Dogra rule was the obnoxious system of forced labour termed 
'begaar'. The State Officials, by law, could force anyone among 
the villagers into forced labour, namely, 'begaar'. Poor and 
helpless people were miserably dragged, like slaves, out of 
their homes and against their will, to carry loads over long 
distances. They were neither paid nor were they given any 
ration during this iabour. They had to carry their own dry 
bread with them to sustain them. This system continued right 
up to very recent times. Dr. Arthur Neve described this in the 
following words:- 

"I was at Islamabad striving to fight an epidemic of 
cholera by sanitation, and noticed that coolies were being 
collected from the surrounding region, each with his 
blanket, spare grass shoe, his carrying crutch, and light 
frame of sticks and rope in which to carry the load upon 
his back. And I was present at the great concourse on a 
green meadow in front of mosque when a sort of farewell 
service was held for those starting on this perilous journey. 
Loud was the sobbing of many, and fervid the demeanour of 
all, as led by the Mulla, they intoned their prayers and 
chanted some of their special Ramzan penitential psalms. 
Even braver men than the Kashmiris might well have 
been agitated at such occasion when taking farewell of 
their loved ones!' Who would till their fields? What 
would happen during the long absence to their wives and 
children? To what perils would they themselves be 
exposed to in the snowy Pass of hilly Gilgit district?" 

Knight has given a graphic account of this system in 
pathetic language. He says: 

"An enormous transport service is needed to supply the 
garrisons on the North Frontier with grain; and the 
Kashmir authorities have been utterly careless of the 
comfort; and even of the lives of the unfortunate wretches, 
who are dragged from their homes and families, to trudge 
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for months over the wearisome marches on that arid 
country. They fall on the road to perish of hunger and 
thirst, and, thinly clad as they are, are destroyed 
hundreds at a time by the cold on the snowy pass. When a 
man is seized for this form of 'begaar' his wife and 
children hang by him, weeping, taking it almost for 
granted that they will never see him again. A gang of 
these poor creatures, heavily laden with grain, toiling 
along the desolate range between Astore and Gilgit, on a 
burning summer day, urged on by a Sepoy guard, is perhaps 
as pitiable a spectacle as anything to be seen on the roads 
of Siberia. But these are not convicts and criminals, they 
are Mussalman formers, harmless subject of the Maharaja". 

The 'begaar' system worked great hardships, which have 
been described in the very forthright language above. But one of 
the hardships was that people were forced to this begaar at a 
time when the villagers were most needed in their fields. Thus 
the crops badly suffer from their absence. When a revenue 
official would sweep down in a district to collect men for 
'begaar', he would collect money by granting immunity to those 
who paid him. Whenever it was known that an official was to 
visit a particular village for this purpose, all male members of 
the village would run away and hide themselves to save 
themselves from this tragedy. One could go on quoting instances 
which would move even hardest mind as to how the subjects of 
the Maharaja of the State of Jammu and Kashmir suffered 
under his most uncivilised and barbarous system of forced 
labour. 

During the great famine of 1877 A.D. thousands of people 
died of starvation and the whole country-side was totally 
ruined. Whatever may be said about the causes of the famine, 
the responsibility for the loss of lives that ensued lies on the 
shoulders of the Dogra administration. Unfortunately, the 
famine was followed by a terrible earthquake in 1885, as a 
result of which a large number of people died. Nobody could or 
would look after these miserable creatures who died under the 
debris of collapsing houses. Nor was there any money to finance 
any relief that could be given to these people. 
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In consequence of these two calamities, namely the famine 
of 1877 and the Earthquake of 1885, a large number of people of 
the valley died in their homes, and most of those who left 
their homelands to seek shelter elsewhere, died on their way 
travelling to the Punjab and other areas of India. On the whole 
Indian sub-continent almost every other city and village 
contains the people having their origin from the valley of 
Kashmir. From Calcutta to Peshawar in the sub-continent, 
Kashmiri Mohallas separate these settlers from the rest of the 
population. In these separate Mohallas the Kashmiri people 
have lived on trade and commerce through ages. They made 
Kashmiri Shawls and Kashmiri Carpets and they travelled 
through vast Indian continent, most of the time on foot, to sell 
their products. In fact the cities like Lahore, Amritsar, Delhi, 
Allahbad later on produced, out of these Kashmiris, great 
leaders and lawyers and doctors. Some of the people who once 
migrated in a miserable condition from the parts of Kashmir, 
like Allama Sheikh Mohammad Iqbal, contributed greatly to 
the independence movement of India. To mention some of the 
leaders Jawahar Lai Nehru and his father Moti Lai Nehru, Tej 
Bahadur Sapru, Khawaja Nazim-ud-Din and the family of 
Nawab of Dhakka top the list. 

The Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir ruled in a most 
autocratic manner. His word was law. More often, the 
Maharaja had incompetent officers. He himself scarcely came 
into contact with the people or their problems. The impact of 
the outside world made no impression on the social, economic 
and educational problems of the people. At one time they were 
not even allowed to read newspapers. To submit even legitimate 
demands of the people to the Maharaja was tantamount to 
sedition and entailed exile from the State. For small sins of 
this nature, a number of people were actually exiled. 

During the War of 1914-18 a large number of State people 
went abroad to serve the cause of the Allies in Iraq, Iran and in 
France. When these soldiers came home from abroad and after 
seeing things for themselves they realised the great difference 
in their lives at home. 
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In this context it must be mentioned that the State of 
Poonch, district-wise contributed a large number of soldiers to 
the British Army. These people as soldiers travelled 
throughout the British empire. They got disciplined, they got 
new culture on their own. Thus in the wars of 1914 and 1939-45, 
Poonch made a great contribution to the cause of the British. In 
return these soldiers became very much alive to their miserable 
condition at home and they were easily made ready to go into 
battle against the forces of the Maharaja and then to the 
Indian forces in their struggle for freedom that began in 1947. 
That struggle is ( still continuing and the state of Jammu and 
Kashmir is still to be liberated. In this movement of liberation 
the people of Poonch will always play a crucial role. The 
soldiers who came from the war fronts, after the second World 
War, made a far reaching contribution in 1947. 

After the last war, which concluded in 1945, things have 
completely changed in the State. The soldier, who came back 
this time, was no longer so docile as to submit easily to "begaar’. 
He was defiant and almost in a mood to revolt. When he 
realised during 1947-48 that his kith and kin would be 
butchered by the Dogra rulers for his act of treachery, the 
soldier revolted against the Dogra regime throughout the 
State. What shape the revolt took .will be described in the 
following pages. 
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Chapter n 

POLITICAL CONSCIOUSNESS 

WHEN, at the beginning of the present century, to the 
people in the Valley of Kashmir came political consciousness, 
the first thing that the Mussalmans in Kashmir realised so 
keenly was the fact that, in the State Services, they were not 
represented at all. Since there was a dearth of educated State 
subjects for the civil services, the State had to recruit people 
from outside. And the outsiders so entrenched themselves in the 
services of the Sate, that they practically monopolised all 
positions of any consequence. At one time, the Kashmiri 
Pandits, who were the only educated community in the State, 
agitated against this foreign usurpation of almost all 
important services in the State. During this particular period 
of political development, the Muslims of the State naturally 
welcomed their brethren from outside, because no State Muslim 
of any. qualification was available to hold any important 
appointment in the State. Pandit Prem Nath Bazaz in his book 
'Inside Kashmir', describes the position thus:- 

"At the beginning of the present century a new problem 
confronted the people; that of facing the outsider who had 
occupied every position of vantage in the administration of 
the country. From these early times the struggle for the 
rights of the people living in the State against outsiders 
took a definite shape. While the masses were groaning 
under the unbearable load of taxes and crushing economic 
poverty, the upper classes felt displeased and resentful 
because of this foreign domination in every branch of 
administration. The feeling of resentment which was 
running underground for centuries, found an outward 
expression, though it was not yet directed against the 
Ruler or his administration as such. Representations were 
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made to the Government of India, who, in a letter to the 
Kashmir Durbar at the close of the last century, sent 
instructions that in the matter of State employment, 
natives of Kashmir should be given preference over the 
outsiders and that this principle should be strictly 
adhered to". 

The agitation by Kashmiri people against the outsiders 
continued till 1912 A.D., when the definition of 'State Subject' 
was formulated for the first time. 

During this period what was taking shape was another 
factor. The Muslims of the State were getting equally aware 
that, because they also lacked education, they could not 
possibly secure representation in the State services. They, 
therefore, began clamouring for measures for the making up of 
their deficiency in the matter of education. This demand they 
persistently pursued till 1916, when Mr. Sharp, the 
Educational Commissioner of the Government of India, visited 
the State and examined the Muslims' demands and grievances. 
He made certain recommendations to the State but they 
remained un-implemented, and no serious notice was taken of 
them. 

In 1924 Lord Reading, who was then Viceroy of India, 
visited Kashmir. Muslims of the State submitted memorandum 
to him demanding due representation in the State services, and 
the abolition of the system of 'Begaar'. Surprisingly enough, 
this memorandum, which also contained a number of other 
grievances, was signed by some Jagirdars and two Mir Waizes. 
The committee, which was appointed 'to examine these 
grievances, however, reported that there was no substa nce 
whatever in the demands. And some of those who had signed 
the paper were promptly exiled from the State. The position 
remained unchanged till 1929 when the state again began 
seething with discontent. Sir Albion Banerji, one of the 
Maharaja's cabinet ministers, seriously deplored the existing 
state of affairs and resigned his membership of the Council of 
Ministers, a post he had held for over two years. Before 
leaving the State, Sir Albion made the following statement to 


the Associated Press which later on became historical. It ran 
thus:- 

"Jammu and Kashmir State is labouring under many 
disadvantages, with a large Mohammedan population 
absolutely illiterate labouring under poverty and very low 
economic conditions of living in the villages and 
practically governed like dumb driven cattle. There is no 
touch between the Government and the people, no suitable 
opportunity for representing grievances and the 
administrative machinery itself requires over-hauling 
from top to bottom to bring it up to the modem conditions of 
efficiency. It has at present little or no sympathy with the 
people’s wants and grievances". 

On the subject of public opinion at that time he said:- 

"There is hardly any public opinion in the State. As 
regards the press it is practically non-existent with the 
result that the Government is not benefited to the extent 
that it should be by the impact of healthy criticism". 

The people of Jammu Province were comparatively better 
off, as they enjoyed greater political freedom. They organised a 
party known as the Dogra Sabha, membership of 'which 
included practically all the pro-Govemment retired servants. 
About the Dogra Sabha, Pandit Prem Nath Bazaz, in 'Inside 
Kashmir on page 92, says:- 

"In the name of the people the Sabha protected the 
interests and safeguarded the rights of the upper class 
Dogras. It was most loyal body so that even the 
Government servants were allowed to join it. Having found 
out that Dogra aristocracy wanted more voice in the 
administration of the State the rulers had allowed the 
existence of this organisation to act as a safety-valve to 
evaporate and discharge any dangerous agitation that 
might otherwise go underground. When during the 
twenties of this century, the signs of discontent became 
visible in the upper classes of the people of Kashmir, the 
organisation was extended to that province as well". 
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In the province of Kashmir all political activity was 
banned. Nevertheless, despite this ban, a number of young men, 
graduates of the Muslim University of Aligarh, formed a 
reading room known as the 'Fateh KadaV Reading Room. In 
this room, people collected and discussed the state of affairs 
existing at that time, particularly the question of the 
representation of Muslims in the State sendees. This is of some 
interest, because it was these Reading Room men, with eduction 
from the Aligarh University, who started political 
consciousness in the real sense. 

It is said that on the 11th September, 1930, the young men 
of the Fateh Kadal Reading Room sent their representatives to 
meet the Council of Ministers. Included in this deputation was 
Sheikh Muhammed Abdullah, who had returned from Aligarh 
University with an M.St. degree. All the members of the 
Council of Ministers of the Maharaja's Government were 
present, including the Prime Minister, Mr. Wakefield, when he 
explained to this body, the principle governing the constitution 
of the Recruitment Board, and also tried to convince them that 
the Recruitment Board was there for the purpose of 
safeguarding the interests of educated people. His arguments, 
however, did not convince this body of representatives, and the 
grievances took firmer root in the minds of the educated and 
hastened formation of political parties, both in Kashmir and in 
Jammu. 

In the Province of Jammu, a similar body, known as the 
Young Men’s Muslim Association, had come into existence, with 
almost the same objects in view. Towards the end of 1930, the 
Jammu and Kashmir groups became aware of each others’ 
activities from reports in the Punjab Press. They started 
approaching each other to organise themselves into an All 
Jammu and Kashmir Organisation. Prem Nath Bazaz, while 
tracing this political development, says:- 

M We have seen that educated Muslim young men were 
dissatisfied and were making preparations to get their 
grievances redressed. They were now trying to organise 
themselves on an. all-State basis, or at any rate, the young 
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men living in the two capital cities of the provinces were 
joining hands to make a move. It is doubtful whether any of 
them was at this stage thinking in terms of a revolution or 
even a drastic change. Most of them were anxious to get a 
big slice in the Government services and some of them 
might have been anxious to ameliorate the lot of the 
poorer classes, such as peasants. A few intelligent men 
desired small constitutional reforms. But all of them knew 
that a spontaneous mass-rising unknown in the annals of 
the State would take place very soon in spite of them. 
Little did they know that historical forces had already 
prepared a field and they were tools in the hands of time 
to work a change in the political conditions of Kashmir 
which they could not imagine or dream about". 

It was inevitable that this cooperation between the two 
parties in Srinagar and Jammu would culminate in the 
formation of a regular political party. Throughout this period 
popular feeling in Kashmir had found expression in many 
upheavals and finally in 1932 the first Muslim Conference was 
held in Kashmir. One of its foremost aims was to demand 
enforcement of agrarian reforms in the State. The ensuing 
agitation was put down by the Maharaja with the help of the 
British Army. It is worth noting that, although it did not bring 
about the reforms, it set out to achieve the 1931 agitation, it 
strengthened the Kashmir's movement for constitutional 
Government for the people of the State, and the setting up of 
Legislative Body. 

In this movement the two bodies that showed great 
interest in the Punjab were the Ahrars and the Ahmadis. Thus 
when, in 1931, an All Jammu and Kashmir State agitation 
started against the repressive policy of the Government, the 
Majilis-i-Ahrar took up the cause of the Muslims of Kashmir 
and sent a large number of volunteers to support this agitation, 
but they were imprisoned in Punjab. A Kashmir Committee was 
formed, under the chairmanship of the head of the Ahmadia 
Community, to help and support this agitation for political 
.rights of the people in Kashmir.I may quote here Bazaz:- 
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"Evidently Ahrars and Ahmadis could not and did not join 
hands. Both worked mostly independently of each other. 
This produced an inevitable rift and a constant setback in 
the progress of the movement. We shall discuss that at its 
proper place. For the present we must only say that the 
outlook and the activities of both the parties produced a 
highly communal atmosphere inside the State. Even the 
Punjab politics were gravely affected by it subsequently, 
when the movement assumed enormous proportions. 

Besides there were Muslim politicians belonging to the All 
India Muslim League and the All India Muslim Conference 
(which was still functioning then) as also certain eminent 
statesmen, owing no party affiliations, who interested 
themselves in the affairs of the State. At the first beat of 
drum all of them became active and alert. Their communal 
and religious sentiments were roused and, though they did 
not take a prominent part as did the Ahrars and Ahmadis, 
yet their contribution was by no means negligible”. 

The Hindus generally, and the Dogras particularly, had 
always been against this movement. The Hindus thought that, 
if the Muslim political movement succeeded, and, as a result, a 
popular Government came into existence, they would be 
deprived of their vested interests. They were mainly jagirdars, 
and upper Hindu class, who were extremely reactionary, and 
opposed to this movement. They were against any such 
agitation as would ultimately result in the Government passing 
into the hands of the majority - the Muslims. Similarly, in the 
Valley of Kashmir, all the Hindus, with the exception of a few 
Kashmiri Pandits, were opposed to this movement. Since 
Kashmiri Pandits formed the bulk in the State services, they 
reckoned that Muslim Government, if it came into power, could 
deprive them of their positions for a representative 
Government. 

The Muslims of the State wanted to act, but they could not 
have their activities publicised because there were no press 
facilities available. Even if there were, it could not have 
published anything against the Government. Ultimately 


therefore they had to arrange for the necessary publicity 
outside the Sate and, in due course, articles started appearing 
in the Lahore newspapers, like 'Inqilab' and 'Zamindar'. 

The Reading Room Party had, in the meantime, enlisted 
the sympathies of two Mir Waizes of the State. One of them 
was Maulana Ahmad Ullah Mir Waiz of the Jamia Masjid, 
who died in 1931 and was succeeded by Maulana Yusuf Shah, 
the present Mir Waiz of Jamia Masjid, now virtually an exile in 
Pakistan. 

In 1931, certain events took place which gave opportunity 
to this Reading Room Party to organise themselves. Incidents 
that took place interfered with the religious freedom of the 
Muslims of the State. An agitation started for the redress of 
grievances. Mr. Wakefield, the Sate Prime Minister, advised 
the Muslims to send a few representatives to Srinagar, where, 
along with other representatives of the Kashmir Muslims, they 
would be afforded an opportunity to present themselves before 
His Highness to submit their demands. How this movement got 
an electric momentum is related in the following words: 

At the end of the function, when the meeting had alreadv 
been adjourned and the leaders had left the premises, an 
ugly-looking, short-statured Pa than, Abdul Qadir by 
name, obviously excited by the environments, delivered an 
inflammatory speech vehemently denouncing and abusing 
the Hindus and the Hindu Raj, before the gathering which 
was dispersing. This Pa than belonged to the North-West 
Frontier Province and had come to Srinagar with a 
European visitor as his cook. Abdul Qadir was arrested on 
25th of June for his speech, which was considered 
seditious.". 

On 13th July, 1931, while Abdul Qadir was being tried in 
the Central Jail, a large crowd gathered and demanded entry 
into the jail to hear the evidence against him. When the State 
authorities refused this request the crowd forced an entry into 
the building, with the result that the police had to open fire, 
killing and wounding many people. The 13th of July is, 
therefore, observed by the people of Kashmir as 'Martyrs Day'. 


L.'... 



32 


33 


Following this incident a Commission headed by Mr. 
B.J.Glancy, was appointed to report on the actual state of 
affairs leading to the agitation. The Glancy Commission, 
while submitting their recommendations to the Government, 
made a number of suggestions for introducing reforms, but only a 
few of them were implemented. Nevertheless a State 
Legislative Assembly was then convened, and the first 
political organisation, as has already been mentioned, thus 
came into being. This account has been summed up by Bazaz:- 

"During the summer of 1932, soon after the Glancy Report 
was published, the Muslim leaders felt that to safeguard 
the interest of the Mussalmans - which by now were no 
more than the interest of the upper and middle classes - 
the establishment of some organisation was necessary. The 
All Jammu and Kashmir Muslim Conference was, 
therefore, founded. Its first session was held at Srinagar on 
the 15th, 16th and 17th October, 1932, when thousands of 
Muslims attended it. Obviously, both Yusuf Shahis and 
Abdullahites had by this time reconciled themselves with 
the upper class ideology. Although the Conference was 
primarily a function of the Abdullah Party, Mir Waiz 
Yusuf Shah willingly participated in its deliberations. 
The Mir Waiz did not, however, take any share in the 
subsequent sessions of the Conference as the personal 
differences had become acute with the passage of time. 

The All Jammu and Kashmir Muslim Conference remained 
in existence till June, 1938. It held six annual session in all. 
The first, second, fifth and sixth session which were held 
at Srinagar, Mirpur, and Poonch and Jammu respectively, 
were presided over by Sheikh Muhammad Abullah. The 
third session was held at Sopore under the presidency of 
Mian Ahmad Yar, while the fourth session was held at 
Srinagar with Choudhri Abbas in the chair 1 ’. 

In 1938 Sheikh Abdullah and Ch. Ghulam Abbas agreed to 
alter the political structure of the Muslim Conference by calling 
it a National Conference, the ideology of which was identified 
with the ideology of the Indian Congress. The resolution of the 


Working Committee, which met in Srinagar in June, 1938, was 
as follows:- 

"Whereas in the opinion of the Working Committee the 
time has now come when all the progressive forces in the 
country should be rallied under one banner to fight for the 
achievement of responsible Government, the Working 
Committee recommends to the General Council that, in the 
forthcoming annual session of the Conference, the name and 
constitution of the organisation be so altered and amended 
that all such people who desire to participate in this 
political struggle may easily become members of the 
Conference irrespective of their caste, creed or religion". 

There were a number of people, however, who dissented 
from this decision in 1940, primarily in Jammu Province. The 
old Muslim Conference, with its ideal of working for the 
amelioration and betterment of the Muslims of the State, was 
revived. This became necessary, because Hindus were not 
liberal enough to^see the liquidation of the autocratic rule of a 
Hindu Maharaja. Though Shekih Abdullah continued to be the 
head of the National Conference Party right up to 1953-55, till 
he was dismissed and arrested, he always experienced 
difficulty in working with Hindus, especially on any ideology 
which could go against the Dogra Raj. Therefore, even the 
National Conference continued to be considered a virtual 
Muslim Organisation. It was given to Sardar Gohar Rehman 
and others to revive the Muslim Conference. This revived 
Muslim Conference was ultimately joined by Choudhry Ghulam 
Abbas who had in the meantime left the National Conference. 
This body then identified in ideology with the Muslim League 
programme in the Indo-Pakistan Sub-continent. 

In 1947 Sheikh Abdullah’s Party started a 'Quit Kashmir ' 
movement, on the pattern of the 'Quit India' movement 
launched by the Indian Congress. It was aimed against the 
ruling family of the State which was given an ultimatum to 
quit the country, and leave it to be governed by its own people. 
The 'Quit . Kashmir' movement, however, petered out fairly 
soon. Sheikh Abdullah was tried for treason, found guilty and 
sent to jail. 
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Meanwhile, the Muslim Conference continued its i»lihc 
activity, and speedily gained strength and popularity. It went 
on agitating for responsible Government in the State^In June 
1946 § the Muslim Conference passed a resolution directing 
Muslim to prepare themselves for action if they wished to gam 
The annual session of the Muslim Conference 
which was to be held in October, 1946, was banned by 
Government and all prominent members of the Conference 
including its President, Choudhry Ghulam Abbas were 
imprisoned. Though deprived of many of its prominent leaders, 
tluTConference fought the elections for the Sfate Assembly in 
1947 and captured 15 out of the 21 elective Muslim seats in die 
Legislative Assembly. For the remaining six seats, the 
nomination papers of the Muslim Conference candl ^w^e 
rejected, with the result that those seats were not contested. 
The National Conference, however, boycotted the elections. 

In 1947 the British Government announced its plan for the 
future of the Indo-Pak Sub-Continent. Paramountcy over^the 

States was to cease on the appointed day, e !£Lmnioh 

and the States were to be left free to decide to wh.chdom.mon 
they should accede. But the Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir 
was not able to decide on the issue of State’s accession. On 
Pakistan Day, the Muslim Conference de ™ n *£ a ^ 
unequivocally, in favour of accession to Pakistan. On the ^ 
July, 1947, it formally decided to accede to Pa i Y 
resolution in the following words:- 

(1) "This meeting of All Jammu and Kashmir Muslim 
Conference Convention expresses its satisfaction and 
congratulates the Quaid-i-Azam for his achievement. 

(2) "The people of the Indian States expected that they 
would walk shoulder to shoulder with the people of 
British India in the attainment of freedom. On the 
partition of India the people of British India have 
obtained independence but the announcement o June , 
1947, has strengthened the hands of the n ian 
Princes and unless the Princes respond to the call ot 
the times, the future of the people of Indian States is 


very dark. There are only three ways open to people 
of Jammu and Kashmir State:- 

1. ■ To accede to India, or 

2. To accede to Pakistan, or 

3. To remain independent. 

"The Convention of the Muslim Conference has arrived at 
the conclusion that keeping in view the geographical 
conditions, 80 per cent Muslim majority out of total 
population, the passage of important rivers of the Punjab 
through the State, the language, cultural and racial, 
economic connection of the people and the proximity of the 
borders of tbe State with Pakistan, are all facts which 
make it necessary that the Jammu and Kashmir State 
should accede to Pakistan". 

This resolution further emphatically demanded of the 
Maharaja that he should declare internal independence, accept 
the position of a Constitutional head of the State and form a 
Constituent Assembly. It also demanded that the departments 
of Defence, Communication and Foreign Affairs should be 
acceded to Pakistan Constituent Assembly. This Convention, 
the resolution continued, makes it clear that, if the Kashmir 
Government ignores this demand and advice of the Muslim 
Conference, under some internal or external influence, and 
decides in favour of accession to the Indian Constituent 
Assembly, the Muslims of Jammu and Kashmir shall oppose 
this move tooth and nail. 

This convention of all Jammu and Kashmir Muslim 
Conference was held on 19th of July, 1947 at the residence of the 
author. This fact has a background of its own. When the 
leaders of Muslim Conference wanted to hold this convention, 
they tried to get a place for its venue, but failed. The reason for 
it was that forceful organisation of the National Conference, in 
the valley itself, and, particularly in Srinagar city was 
opposed to it. So much so that even a house boat could not be 
secured for holding the convention of Muslim Conference. 
Therefore, this author had to evacuate his family from his 
house, in Aab-e-guzzer part of the city, for holding this 



convention. This is how this convention was held at the 
residence of the author. Some people did not realise the 
gravity of the situation that existed then and some people 
grudge that the historical convention took place at the 
residence of the author. Some people even today do not see eye 
to eye with the idea of this nature. They fail to realise that 
the author of this book had made supreme sacrifice in the 
interest of the Conference and the casue of Pakistan by placing 
his residence at the disposal of this convention. The Jammu and 
Kashmir Government and its agencies did not appreciate such a 
move. On the contrary, the author had to run the risk of the 
safety and security of his life to hold the convention at his own 
residence. 

There were other political parties in Jammu and Kashmir 
State which may by mentioned. Besides the Muslim Conference 
and the National Conference, the principal political parties in 
the State were the Kashmir Socialist Party, the Parja 
Parishad Party, the Kashmir State Pandit’s Conference the 
Communist Party, the Kashmir Democratic Union and the 
Kisan-Mazdoor Conference. 

The Kisan-Mazdoor Conference based on the 
Kisan/Mazdoor population, was particularly well-organised in 
the valley of Kashmir and was in favour of accession of the 
State to Pakistan. Its President was later imprisoned by the 
Abdullah Government for his pro-Pakistan activities. The 
Kashmir Democratic Union was formed with, more or less, the 
same objects in view. Its leader, Prem Nath Bazaz, has always 
believed that the accession of the State should be decided by 
the free will of the people, the majority of whom wishes to 
accede to Pakistan. Pandit Prem Nath Bazaz was imprisoned in 
1947 and served his sentence under Sheikh Abdullah s 
Government for 3/4 years, and when ultimately released, he 
was exiled from the State. Pandit Prem Nath Bazaz, one of the 
foremost leaders of the State, thinks progressively and really 
wished to work for the betterment of the masses of the State. 
Though he is himself a Kashmiri Pandit and comes of a 
teactionary class, he is probably the most advanced of ail 
awdshmiri leaders in his political views. 


The Praja Parishad is a party which believes in the 
ideology of the RSSS. It favours the separation of Jammu, or at 
least Hindu areas of Jammu and Ladakh, from the State and its 
accession to the Indian Union. No other political party wishes 
the division of the State of Jammu and Kashmir. 

Only very recently Sheikh Abdullah, then Prime Minister 
of India-held Kashmir, has admitted that units of Jammu 
province will get local autonomy on cultural basis, when a 
constitution is framed by his 'Constituent Assembly'. 
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Chapter III 

KASHMIR STATE -1947 


AUGUST 1947 ushered in an extraordinary event 
mparalleled in history of the Indo-Pak sub-continent, an event, 
vhich probably and in more ways than one, will effect the 
Hiture course of'history throughout Asia. This was the granting 
3 f independence to India and its partition into two countries - 
BHARAT AND PAKISTAN. 


The movement for Pakistan has a brief but unique and 
glorious history. I have no intention of going into that history, 
nor am I qualified to do so. In this movement for the creation of 
Pakistan, the personality of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ah 
Jiimah is, at least to the writer’s mind, very nearly as 
miraculous as the achievement of Pakistan itself. Seldom, m 
our times, has one man fought against so many, with such 
meagre resources, and with so much courage and determination. 
In pre-partition India there was perhaps not a smgle Muslim 
whose life had not been affected, one way or another, by the 
actions of one men - Jinnah - during the years 1937-1947. 


The desire for a free and independent Muslim State had 
deeply influenced Muslims, wherever they were, whether m 
smaU or large number. There were very few people outside the 
Indo-Pak sub-continent, who seriously believed that Jinnah 
would be able to accomplish the partition of India into two 
separate dominions. It was indeed a great surprise for Muslim 
countries to see the emergence of Pakistan on the 14th ot August, 
1947 as was to us the birth of Indonesia. In fact, Indian 
propaganda, particularly in Egypt, always showed Jinnah as 
an agent of the British and also made out that he was never 
serious about his demand for Pakistan. The creation of a very 
large consolidated Muslim State, all along the border ot Jammu 


and Kashmir, gave the Muslims of the State a completely new 
hope and an entirely different outlook on life. Thirty-two lac 
Muslims in the State of Jammu and Kashmir had, for very 
nearly one hundred years, lived a life of slavery and bondage. 
They had patiently suffered insult, injury and servitude. They 
had borne the worst forms of coercion and tyranny. They had, at 
the point of bayonet, been subjected to indignities, religious 
intolerance and Hindu fanaticism. The people of Kashmir had, 
in short, lived a miserable life under the autocratic rule of 
Hindu Maharajas of a reactionary and bigoted Dogra dynasty. 
Under the Dogra rule, Muslims had been subjected to political 
segregation, economic inequalities, educational dis-advantages 
and step-motherly treatment in every walk of life. It is 
possible that, but for the impetus given by the establishment of 
Pakistan, the Azad Kashmir Movement in October, 1947, might 
have been impeded and delayed, but it was bound to come one 
day. It is inconceivable that by sheer force of arms about four 
million human beings could be kept under an autocratic and 
inhuman rule indefinitely. Just across the borders of the State, 
the entire sub-continent of India was undergoing a huge 
political and psychological revolution, which was, steadily 
but surely, shaking the mighty British Empire. The people of 
Jammu and Kashmir State could not have remained unaffected 
by these happenings in India. 

In India, the struggle between the Congress and Muslim 
League became so sharp, that Muslims, perhaps for the first 
time since the advent of British rule, became really politically 
alive, very much united and systematically organised. These 
objectives, incidentally, were not so much the result of the 
efforts of the Muslitn League, with due deference to that body, 
as of the policies so foolishly pursued by the Congress Party 
and the Congress Ministries, particularly in the minority 
Provinces of India. For this reason, the Muslim League gained 
its following and strength more in the Muslim minority 
Provinces. The demand for the State of Pakistan thus, slowly 
but surely, came to be accepted as an article of faith by Muslim 
in these Provinces. By a strange irony of fate, the Muslims in 
these Provinces later had to make supreme sacrifice for theii; 
/loyalty to a political ideal. Similarly, in Kashmir State, 
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though the Muslims were in majority, they lived under a 
thoroughly hostile rule of the Dogra dynasty. The Muslims of 
Jammu and Kashmir very soon realized that their 
emancipation lay well within sight, especially after the 
achievement of Pakistan. Naturally, therefore, the Pakistan 
Movement gathered a terrific momentum there. So much so that 
the use of the Pakistan slogan, within the State, was treated as 
seditious by the Maharaja’s Government. 

As the establishment of Pakistan became more and more a 
reality, the Maharaja's Government became increasingly 
aggressive. The State authorities resorted to more oppressive 
and coercive methods, developing into sheer bullying in Poonch, 
Mirpur and Muzaffarabad Districts of the State, which now 
form a part of Azad Kashmir. Following a change in the State 
Governments’ policy the RSSS-a militant Hindu organisation * 
began to make its influence felt in all parts of the State. The 
RSSS had established its headquarters in Jammu city and had 
organised branches everywhere. In the city of Jammu, secret 
training in the use of arms had started on a very large scale. 
The State authorities were also in possession of information 
that arms were being smuggled from two directions - Kathua 
and Muzaffarabad and use of arms was regularly taught to 
these men. Training in the use of arms was imparted to the 
members of the RSSS in the training schools established for 
this purpose by the Hindu Mohasabha in Jammu. News of all 
this activity and preparation spread panic among the Muslims, 
particularly in the districts of Kathua, Jammu, Udhampur and 
parts of Riasi, where Muslims were in minority. 

What really alarmed the Muslims most was the movement 
of Dogra troops, who were being spread out in the districts of 
Poonch, Mirpur and Muzaffarabad - all along the Jhelum River. 
In Poonch troops were posted all over the district. The writer 
will refer to this subject in some detail elsewhere. Then a 
cunningly devised posting of all Muslim officers in the Dogra 
Army betrayed the evil designs of the authorities. Movement 
of the State troops indicated the real intentions o t e 
Government. Brigadier Scott, Chief of Staff of the Dogra Army, 
not unnaturally, expressed his apprehension on this score. He 
later refused to be associated with these dispositions and with 
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the wholesale transfer of Muslim Officers. These actions were, 
in themselves, ominous and forebode serious trouble - possibly a 
general massacre of the Muslim population of the area. I am 
told that Brigadier Scott also did not agree with other similar 
policies of the Maharaja. Under these circumstances. Brig. 
Scott had no option but to quit the State in a not very agreeable 
manner. Similarly, another British Officer, the Inspector- 
General of Police, was forced to resign from his post and leave 
the State. They were soon replaced by Dogra Officers, who 
belonged to the Maharaja's family. These new officers were 
known to be lacking in administrative ability. Their views 
about the Mussalmans very clearly indicated what was going to 
be the future policy of the State Government, vis-a-vis its 
Muslim subjects. It was thus in a very tense atmosphere, 
surcharged with all manner of rumours, that an historical 
Convention of the All-Jammu and Kashmir Muslim Conference 
took place in the house of the writer at Srinagar. No less than 
two hundred leaders and workers of the All-Jammu and 
Kashmir Muslim Conference, drawn from all parts of the State, 
participated in this Convention. Almost all the members of the 
Muslim Conference group in the Jammu and Kashmir State 
Assembly were present to take part in these discussions. 
Finally, after long and very serious deliberations, the 
Convention decided in favour of an unqualified accession of the 
State to Pakistan. There was, however, a large group of 
workers, headed by Choudhry Hamidullah Khan, the Acting 
President of the All Jammu and Kashmir Conference, in favour 
of the State remaining independent of both India and Pakistan. 
It should be said on behalf of the 'Independence' group that 
they adopted this course on the strength of the best advice 
available to them from the All-India Muslim League. The 
writer has never been able to ascertain the truth of this fact, 
not even from the Quaid-e-Azam himself. That the decision of 
accession to Pakistan was, however, to become historic and was 
later proved so. In 1948, when the Kashmir case came up before 
the Security Council, this decision of the All-Jammu and 
Kashmir Muslim Conference was cited as proof that the 
Muslims of the State, who formed an overwhelming majority of 
the population, wanted accession to Pakistan. In fact, the 
decision to accede to Pakistan was welcomed by the mass of the 
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Muslim population in the State, no matter to what political 
party they belonged. Even the members of the Abdullah 
National Conference were in full agreement with the Muslim 
Conference members that ultimate decision regarding accession 
of the State must be left to the people of the State themselves. 
The National Conference leaders, however, qualified this 
wify the proviso that only a State Constituent Assembly, 
properly convened, could decide the issue. The Muslim 
Conference's view was that, since Muslims formed majority in 
the State, and were, one and all, in favour of Pakistan - a fact 
which could, if necessary, be ascertained by a plebiscite - 
therefore, the State should ipso facto accede to Pakistan. 

This decision was formally conveyed to the State 
Government of the Maharaja, as well as to the All-India 
Muslim League authorities in India. This Convention was held 
in July 1947. 

Before the leaders and workers dispersed, their top 
leaders, including the Acting President of the Muslim 
Conference, secretly met again at the house of the writer to 
consider especially the serious situation existing in Poonch, 
which caused the Dogra regime much anxiety for a number of 
reasons. First, the communal situation in the Punjab was 
disturbing, and since Poonch was adjacent to the Punjab, it was 
bound to be effected by what was happening there. Secondly, it 
was agreed by all who were conversant with the State affairs 
that it was only from Poonch that a serious and effective 
challenge to the Dogra Government could originate and 
flourish. The situation was equally disturbing for us. The 
Kashmir Muslims knew that if the people of Poonch were once 
effectively suppressed it would become difficult to launch any 
anti-Dogra political movement. 

Having carefully considered this most ticklish problem, 
we assured the workers from Poonch that, in case any of them 
was arrested anywhere, we would immediately counter by 
launching a movement, from the Centre, on the Pakistan issue. 
To mark this solemn occasion, the Holy Quran was brought in 
and every one present touched the Holy Book to make sure that 
nothing would deter lis form implementing the promise we had 
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made. The writer remembers the solemn and secret nature of the 
ceremony. The event that followed this meeting were both 
swift and dramatic. None of us could comprehensively assess 
the situation. Poonch was soon after placed under Martial Law 
and all kinds of outrages came to be perpetrated on the people 
in the name of law and order. None of us could think clearly 
enough to provide an answer to these happenings in Poonch. 
The writer knew that on his shoulders rested great 
responsibility. He was prepared to do his best so long as he 
knew what was in the best interest of the people. 

Soon after we started to organise Muslim Conference in 
Srinagar. Our chief difficulty was funds, collection of which is 
always an unpleasant job. Some of our Pakistani friends came 
forward to help us but they were very few. The result was not 
very encouraging. The writer was a practising lawyer, he could 
not afford much of his spare time. Even the Muslim Conference 
was divided into two groups. Everything was possible, but who 
could bring the leaders to one place? Some of our Pakistani 
friends did make sincere efforts to bring about this unity, which 
was the most desirable thing. Since differences were not 
ideological but personal, everybody was jockeying for position. 

Suddenly the Government of Kashmir decided to lift the 
ban they had hitherto imposed on Sheikh Abdullah’s 
National Conference. Some of the Nationalist leaders came out 
of their hide-outs and started their activities in public. 
Informal negotiations were already started with Sheikh 
Abdullah while he was still in prison in Jammu. Arrangements 
were undertaken to bring Sheikh Abdullah from Jammu to 
Srinagar. It was still doubtful whether Sheikh Abdullah 
would whole-heartedly support India, because his party 
followers would not have backed any decision on the accession 
issue made in a hurry. After meeting some of the Nationalist 
leaders in Srinagar, the writer was of the view that the best of 
the Nationalists were* not necessarily anti-Pakistanis. 

The political atmosphere in Srinagar was changing every 
hour since that fateful August 1947. The then Prime Minister of 
Jammu and Kashmir State, Pandit Ram Chand Kak, had gone 
to Delhi to meet the Viceroy as well as the Congress leaders. 
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He also had an interview with Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah. After coming back from Delhi, Pandit Kak advised the 
Maharaja, the writer was told, to remain neutral for the 
moment and sign a standstill agreement both with India and 
Pakistan. Pandit Kak also advised him to let Pakistan operate 
the Postal and Telegraph services. He then went onto advise 
the Maharaja to ultimately find out the wishes of his Muslim 
population on the issue of accession. If the Muslim population, 
being the majority in the State, wished to accede to Pakistan, 
he should then accede to Pakistan. To this advice the 
Maharaja did not agree. He asked his Prime Minister to resign, 
which he did. The Premiership of the State was handed over 
to General Janak Sing, a close friend of the Maharaja and also a 
near member of his family. Since then the Maharaja received 
top leaders from the All-India Congress, including Mahatma 
Gandhi, and the president of All India Congress. The visit of 
these Hindu leaders to the State made it quite evident that an 
intrigue was going on with regard to the accession of the State 
to India against the will of the people. 

These intrigues perturbed the Muslims of the State. In 
Poonch the methods of repression and coercion became more 
pronounced. Political arrests started and the Dogra Army 
started a persecution campaign which is mentioned in detail 
elsewhere in this book. 

Warrants of arrest were issued against me. It was made 
quite clear that in no case would I be allowed to enter Poonch. 

On 14th August, 1947, when Pakistan was declared, a 
grand dinner was arranged to celebrate the occasion by all the 
friends of Pakistan. A large number of Pakistanis and other 
guests attended this dinner. At this function I made a speech in 
which the issue of accession was dealt with in all its aspects. 
The Maharaja himself was requested to let the people of the 
State decide the issue, or at least, no decision of such paramount 
importance be taken without consulting his Muslim subjects. 
These proceedings were duly conveyed to the Maharaja. After 
this speech it became quite clear that for me to stay in Srinagar 
any longer, without being arrested, was not possible. It was 
known to all Muslim Conference leaders, as well as other 
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Pakistani friends, that the writer’s arrest in Srinagar would be 
useless and would serve no purpose, in that the writer would 
have only to rot like so many others in the jails of the 
Maharaja. The Poonch people would be persecuted and an 
otherwise good movement, which had already started in 
Poonch, would fizzle out. It was, therefore, considered most 
essential that the writer should reach the people of Poonch 
and start whatever he could against the impending unwise step 
of the Maharaja. 

When the writer eventually reached Lahore Railway 
Station, after his escape from Srinagar, what he witnessed 
there was a small 'Qayamat', doomsday. A mass of humanity, 
in which were wounded women and children, was streaming 
into Lahore. These women told horrible tales of cruelty, 
butchery and inhuman treatment meted out to the helpless 
Mussalmans across the border in India. Five to seven million of 
human beings were ruthlessly pushed into Pakistan. In fact, one 
could hardly imagine that any Government could exist against 
this unexpected deluge of humanity. When I went to see the 
refugees camp at Walton, the largest camp in Lahore, the smell 
of congested humanity reached me at a distance of half a mile. 
All the train services having gone topsy-turvy, the Pakistan 
Army dispersed all over South-East Asia, the Baluch regiment 
fighting a huge battle single-handed, one could hardly hope of 
the survival of Pakistan. Perhaps, only once in his life, that 
great man, Quaid-e-Azam, was broken in spirit. This was some 
thing that had come to pass against his anticipation. The 
Prime Minister of Pakistan, Liaquat Ali Khan, who had 
specially come to Lahore in connection with the influx of 
refugees, unfortunately, lay in his bed because of heart trouble. 
None seemed to be there to proclaim the existence of Pakistan. 

To add to all this, one could witness, to one's shame and 
horror, in the streets of Lahore, shameless and fearless loot of 
shops and houses going on. The Hindu and Sikh population left 
in Lahore, and probably in all parts of the Punjab and the 
Frontier Province, was no doubt subjected to great hardship 
though not quite similar to the one experienced by the 
Mussalmans in the East Punjab. Only a future historian will be 
able to present both sides of the picture in a dispassionate 
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manner. This certainly was a very sad picture of Pakistan about 
the end of August. 

Against this background, I could scarcely conceive that 
this great countiy of Mussalmans across the Jhelum river could 
be of any assistance to the helpless and thoroughly trapped 
people of the State of Jammu and Kashmir. Though prospects 
seemed so bleak, the writer was convinced that, if any 
assistance could be available, it was only from the people of 
Pakistan. It is easy to convince one man of a particular 
situation, but to convince all the men who walked up and down 
'Anarkali* in Lahore was a very hard job. No two persons 
seemed to agree on one thing. There was hardly any 
organization of the people with which one could discuss such a 
subject 
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Chapter IV 


ATROCITIES IN KASHMIR-1947 


AS events in India moved fast and Pakistan seemed a much 
nearer possibility, the State- administration became more 
nervous. In this sheer nervousness, it resorted to aggressive 
actions against Mussalmans. In Jammu Province a militant 
Hindu organization, the Hindu Mahasabha, was given 
positive encouragement by the State Hindu officialdom* As 
this attitude of the State authorities became manifest, tension 
and mistrust among the public increased in equal measure. 
Despite this atmosphere, Mussalmans, who had lived a life of 
misery for a long time, started talking differently and more 
defiantly. The 'Pakistan' slogan, which was once seditious in 
the State, came to be openly discussed in private and in public, 
even by the employees of the State. Reading the League paper 
'Dawn' was accepted by the Government as no offence. The 
Muslim officers of the State, however, who subscribed to this 
paper, were put on a secret black list. Some of the prominent 
Government servants, nevertheless, expressed their candid 
views on Pakistan without much censure from the Government. 
But later on, as things completely changed, all pro-Pakistan 
officers were either imprisoned or persecuted. It so appears 
that regular lists were scrupulously kept by a secret staff of 
those Muslim officers whose tendencies were pro-Pakistan. 
Some of these officers, who were trapped on the occupied 
Kashmir side, had to pay a very heavy penalty for their views 
at the hands of the Maharaja's Government. 

On the 3rd June, 1947, the British Government announced 
its plan for the future of the Indo-Pakistan Sub-Continent. 
Paramountcy over the States ceased on the appointed day, 
namely the 15th August 1947, and the States were to be left free 
to decide to which Dominion they should accede. At the same 
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time, the Crown Representative advised the rulers of Re¬ 
states to take into consideration economical factors, 
geographical contiguity, the wishes of their people and other 
factors, in arriving at a decision vis-a-vis accession. As this 
position crystallized, a regular wooing of Jammu and Kashmir 
State started under a well thought-out plan. A series of visits 
were arranged by the Hindu leaders of India to the State of 
Jammu and Kashmir. Mahatma Gandhi visited the State on 1st 
of August, 1947 and had a long interview with the Maharaja. 
His visit was closely preceded by that of Kriplani, the 
Congress President. It is a fantastic undertaking to try and make 
us believe that these visits were without any purpose. Hindu 
leaders, in all probability, told the Maharaja of the 
consequences and 'dangers 1 of the State’s accession to Pakistan. 
They may have given him a warning that, in case of accession 
to Pakistan, the Dogra regime would suffer liquidation. What, 
perhaps, really convinced the Maharaja was the argument, 
then so strongly put forward by the Hindu leaders, that 
Pakistan itself would not be able to survive economically, and 
otherwise, for more than six months. 

Simultaneously, the Maharaja's policy of accession to 
India by means of achieving complete elimination of the 
Muslims of the State, began to be put into operation. Repression 
and massacre of the Muslims by the Sikh and RSSS armed 
gangs, assisted by the Dogra police and Army, started in early 
September 1947. Muslim refugees, mainly from Jammu, began to 
cross over to Pakistan in their hundreds and thousands in search 
of asylum. Repression of Muslims in the State increased in 
intensity from day to day. 

Realizing the consequences of a hasty step the Maharaja 
approached both India and Pakistan for conclusion of a 
standstill 'agreement with two Dominions, as they then were. 
India demurred, while Pakistan accepted the offer and the 
standstill agreement with Pakistan came into force on the 15th 
of August 1947. Pakistan thus stepped into the shoes of the pre¬ 
partition government of India and acquired lawful control over 
the Defence, Foreign Affairs and Communications of the State. 
In pursuance of this agreement, the Pakistan railways 
continued to operate the small railway in the State while 


Pakistan personnel took over its Postal and Telegraph services 
Pakistan was entitled to, and, in due course, would also have 
assumed control over defence services and foreign relations of 
t e State. Usually, standstill agreements are a prelude to a 
ull-scale accession and almost eveiyone in Jammu and Kashmir 
expected that the conclusion of a standstill agreement with 

Pakistan would fructify into the final accession of the State to 
that Dominion. 


r-' wiijui^uuu wun ms ninau advisers 
had hatched another plot. Recent experience had shown that 
even majorities could be liquidated successfully if persistent 
and vigorous attempts were made on the 'right 1 lines. A number 
of instances could be quoted from the East Punjab States in this 
respect. If complete elimination of the Muslims could be 
e fected in the State, it would open the way for the Maharaja 
to accede to the Dominion of India, with which his sympathies 
certainly lay. In pursuance of this plot, the Maharaja sent out 

rcS? Tc-I-u and pr ° vided free entr y ^to the State for the 

bf themiHH? ™ r f er S an 8 s - They began to pour into the State 
by the middle of August 1947. In the meantime the standstill 
agreement, was signed with Pakistan to avoid the suspicion of 
the Muslim population of the State. Under the camouflage of 
t is agreement, the Maharaja was playing for time to create 
the necessary conditions which would furnish him with a 
p ausible excuse to ask the government of India to send their 

luchTmove* 6 ^ * ** P6 ° ple ° f the State revolted against 


Another very significant event that took place in July 1947 
was a secret meeting of a number of Rajas and Maharajas of the 
Kangra Valley m Srinagar, t here are good reasons to believe 
that m thus meeting a conspiracy was hatched in collaboration 
with the Rashtrya Sevak Sang at Amritsar to carry out a 
wholesale massacre of the Mussalmans in the State, beginning 
with Poonch where they expected stiff resistance. This had to 
be earned out systematically with the active assistance of the 
ogra Army. With this end in view, the Dogra Army Units 
were jjosted in the most strategic places, for instance, all along 
the Jhelum nver in Mirpur and Poonch Districts. To post Dogra 
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Army contingents on all bridges and ferries on the Jhelum river 
was a part of the same plan. 

The revolution, which started in October, 1947 in Western 
Kashmir, Gilgit and Ladakh, and eventually spread 
throughout, would not have been ignited so rapidly, except for 
the brutal treatment which Dogra soldiers meted out to the 
people. It needs a book to give in detail the tales of horror 
which reached the writer in Murree during the months of 
September, October and November of 1947. All local Sikhs and 
Hindus had played the unworthy role of spies to the Dogra 
troops, though the primary duty of this Army was supposed to 
be to protect the honour, life and property of the subjects of die 
States who contributed with their hard-earned income to the 
maintenance of this very Army. Dogra soldiers, having nothing 
in common with the local people, and also having the stupid 
idea that the Dogras were the ruling race, resorted to loot, 
rape, desecration of sacred places and burning of the Holy 
Qur'an without least compunction. About all these happenings, 
the writer sent from Murree an urgent telegram to the 
Maharaja. And requested to take steps to put an end to what 
was happening in Poonch and elsewhere. It is needless to say 
that it went unheeded. 

Complete panic prevailed all over Jammu province. 
Though Muslims were a sixty per cent majority in Jamtnu 
Province, the districts of Jammu, Kathua and Udhampur had a 
Hindu majority. These districts are either inhabited by Rajput 
’Dogras or Brahmins who are staunch Mahasabhites, and 
extremely conservative in their outlook. Under the State laws, 
these Hindus could keep arms of every kind without licence. 
Every Hindu in these parts was armed with some weapon. The 
atmosphere across the border, in the Punjab, was rampant with 
communal frenzy. Murders were taking place on a vast scale and 
law and order had so completely broken down that even the 
Boundary Forces could not do anything in the matter. It was 
teamt that during this period the Sikhs and the RSSS had 
been transferred from Amritsar to Jammu. The RSSS started 
their activities openly with a licence from authorities. A plan 
was made to completely wipe out the Muslim population in the 
cfly of Jammu and districts of Jammu Province. All branches^ 


the RSSS were supplied with arms and ammunition, and the 
State Hindu officers were sent to give them proper training in 
the use of arms. 

Die Sikhs, meanwhile, started migrating from the former 
Frontier Province via Muzaffarabad into the Valley of 
Kashmir. It was definitely reported to the State police that 
huge quantities of arms and ammunition were secretly imported' 
into the State by these Sikhs through Muzaffarabad. In fact, it 
was later on discovered that huge dumps of arms and 
ammunition were collected in Muzaffarabad in a Gurdwara by 
these Sikhs. A similar dump was also created round-about the 
city of Baramula. It may be mentioned here that the Sikhs had 
quite a good hold in these two districts. Since the refugees from 
the Frontier Province came, some with real and some with 
imaginary tales of attacks on them, a good deal of tension and 
fear was spread in the area. Muslims in these two districts were 
an unarmed and helpless lot. There is no actual proof on this 
point but I had grave misgivings that the Sikh community was 
busy importing arms from the former Frontier Province into 
State, with some nefarious design in mind. In fact, they were 
very aggressive in Baramula. Some 'Kirpan' attacks had 
already taken place in that district during the months of July 
and August 1947. 

In other parts of the State, particularly in Poonch and 
Mirpur and all the districts of Jammu Province, Muslims were in 
imminent danger of being rounded up and butchered by the 
Dogra Army. This was certainly no small apprehension and 
this tragedy did take place in Udhampur, Kathua and Jammu 
in September, October and November 1947. 

In Poonch people were already semi-armed and militarily 
very well trained and were ready to meet even a planned 
military attack on public life. By September, 1947, the Dogra 
Army started a regular campaign of terror to frighten these 
people into submission or force them to fly to Pakistan. Loot, 
rape and general terror by the Dogra Army resulted in a regular 
revolt in Poonch on October 6,1947. On the 22nd of October 1947, 
Tribal people came to the aid of the people of Muzaffarabad. A 
regular fight with Dogra troops ensued, resulting in a complete 
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October 1947. 

E^er in June, 4947. 1* 

tax' campaign. This arose fro ^ poonch as a resu lt of his 
Maharaja secured direct con ° Poonch, the Maharaja 

enforced in the 

Maharaja's Government on September 12,1947, said 

-On August 24,1947, « large and highly exd.ed mob 
collected in the west of Bagh Tehsd andon the 2Mh, 

Itl-swelled considerably during 
of others." 

On August 26,1947, these mobs clashed with the State 

a^were extensively published in 

the Pakistan Press. 

As °" ,he ^ h hxals^rwchai^e'oulskirts of SrinT^. 

The^dahara^Ha'i^Smgh, a' v ey 

from Snnagar How was ^ 

Mahara^ himself collected all «• 

jewellery and loaded them on lorries to make § 

=a^y^r^=^C^ 


for Jammu on a two hundred mile trek. All Hindu officers, and 
whatever was left of the Government machinery were shifted 
to the other side of Banihal Pass, leaving Srinagar city in 
chaos and confusion. 

We have it on good evidence that on reaching Jammu and 
also on his way Sir Hari Singh himself gave orders to his 
troops and police to kill every Muslim found to save the Dogra 
Raj from destruction. These instructions, he left at Batood and 
Kud on his way to Jammu. In Jammu itself arms were distributed 
to Rajputs and Brahmins, on some occasions under the 
supervision of the Maharaja himself. Once on his way back 
from Kathua during this period, when the Maharaja, saw the 
dead bodies on the road, he showed heinous satisfaction on this 
gruesome scene. 

In Jammu city Muslims assembled from outer districts to 
save their lives. The large number of Muslims, who poured into 
this Hindu-dominated city, made the job easier for those who 
had already planned for their wholesale massacre. The 
shooting of Muslims started in broad daylight in Jammu. 
Muslims’ electric supply lines were cut. Their water supplies 
ceased, and, above all, their rations were stopped. Headed by 
Mian Nasir-ud-Din Ahmad, these Muslims put up on stiff 
resistence with whatever arms they could get hold of. If they 
had received the arms that later on the receipt of their frantic 
cries for help we managed to send them, they might have 
saved their lives and given a good account of themselves. 

In the midst of this fight, a proclamation was issued by 
the Dogra Government asking the Muslims to surrender, and 
guaranteeing safe custody across the border into Pakistan. 
Accepting the bona fides of this proclamation, Muslims 
surrendered in good faith. They were then asked to assemble on 
an open piece of land so that lorries would be able to convey 
them to Pakistan. As many as sixty lorries were loaded with 
women, children and old men. These sixty, and, a day after, 
more lorries were taken into the wilderness of Kathua Jungle. 
Sikh, Dogra and Brahmin armed gangs were let loose on these 
innocent women and children and an unparalleled butchery was 
perpetrated. Very few of these people escaped to tell their 
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woeful tale in Sialkot — a city in Pakistan. All these 
happenings were taking place in full view of the Indian Army 
which had by then entered the State. The responsibility of 
these killings squarely lay on the shoulders of Pandit Jawahar 
Lai Nehru, then Prime Minister of India, who was duly 
informed about all this beforehand. It must be said, to the 
credit of Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru, that he candidly 
admitted his responsibility. Sheikh Abdullah himself had 
taken over the administration of the State. Therefore, he also 
cannot be morally absolved of the responsibility of these 

heinous crimes committed on innocent women and children. 

From the Province of Jammu, particularly from the 
districts of Jammu, Kathua and Udhampur, no less than three 
lakhs of refugees poured into Pakistan,, while large gatherings 
in Miran Sahib and Ranbir Singhpura (a Tehsil of Jammu 
District) camps were machine-gunned in cold blood. Three 
lakhs of Muslims in these areas were supposed to have been 
annihilated. The rest took refuge in Pakistan. The way 
Pakistan treated them is a very well known story. They are 
still the sacred trust of Pakistan. These helpless Jammu and 
Kashmir refugees still patiently wait for return to their 
homeland. But is the day for their return any nearer now than 
it was when they entered the country of their refuge? 

What had happened in Jammu had its natural 
repercussions in what is now Azad Kashmir, or those parts of 
Kashmir which, by that time, had been liberated. • The 
atrocities committed by the Dogra troops in these parts of the 
State, and also by spying of the non-Muslims, had bred a 
feeling of hatred against the Sikhs and the Hindus in the 
minds of the Muslims. As soon as the news of the carnage of 
Muslims in Jammu reached these parts, the random killing of 
Hindus and Sikhs took place here too. In some places innocent 
women and children were subjected to maltreatment and the 
male population was murdered. There can be no justification for 
such actions. No retaliation on our part against innocent people 
here could make any difference to the lot of the Muslims who 
had been trapped in different parts of Kathua, Jammu anfl 
Udhampur districts. On the other hand, if we could treat the 
Hindu population better, our fight for freedom would have 


risen much higher in the eyes of future historians. As it was, it 
seemed humanly impossible for any agency to control these 
things. 

What our tribal brethren did on their way to Srinagar has 
been exaggerated by the other side. An exaggerated and untrue 
propaganda is made by Indian Press and Radio. I leave it to the 
future historians to bring to light the true facts. Nonetheless, I 
have no hesitation in saying that what happened in 
Muzaffarabad on or about the 22nd, 23rd and 24th of October, 
1947, was bad enough, and I saw the whole thing with my own 
eyes. There could not have been any justification for a killing of 
that sort. The fault does not at all lie with the tribal fighters; 
and the whole blame goes to those who were leading them. 

The Azad Kashmir Government had numerous difficulties, 
but it certainly did its best to organize camps for the non- 
Muslims. Some of the camps existed for 3 to 4 years. One camp 
at Muzaffarabad existed as late as 1950-1951. Those people 
who have since been evacuated to India, will bear testimony to 
the fact that, under all circumstances, we did our best for them. 
In the beginning what we could do was not, very effective. I 
quote only one instance to explain this. During the month of 
November, 1947,1 went to Mirpur to see things there for myself. 
I visited, during the night, one Hindu refugee camp at Ali Baig- 
-about 15 miles from Mirpur proper. Among the refugees I found 
some of my fellow lawyers in a pathetic condition. I saw them 
myself, sympathised with them and solemnly promised that 
they would be rescued and sent to Pakistan, from where they 
would eventually be sent out to India. In Azad Kashmir no big 
refugee camps could be maintained because of obvious 
difficulties. After a couple of days, when I visited the camp 
again to do my bit for them, I was greatly shocked to learn that 
all those people whom I had seen on the last occasion had been 
disposed of. I can only say that nothing in my life pained my 
conscience so much as did this incident. The shame and horror of 
it, has never left my mind. What those friends would have 
thought of me. Those who were in charge of those camps were 
fiuly dealt with but that certainly is no compensation to those 
‘whose near and dear ones were killed. 


_ 
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Chapter V 


THE BACKGROUND OF 
AZAD KASHMIR MOVEMENT 


THE Budget Session of Jammu and Kashmir State 
Assembly for the year 1947 was held in March-April. This was 
the first Session of the Assembly in which I participated, after 
being elected a member of the State Assembly in January, 1947. 
This being the Budget Session, it was, as usual, a very busy one. 

Fortunately, or unfortunately, it fell upon me to bring 
together all Mussalman M.L.A's into one Muslim Conference 
group in the Assembly from different parts of the State, but 
there were others who, though not elected on the Muslim 
Conference ticket, did believe in the Muslim Conference 
ideology. They willingly joined the Muslim Conference group. 

During this Session speeches were made in the Assembly, 
expressing the apprehension about the activities of the Praja 
Parishad Party and the RSSS in the State. It was clearly 
pointed out by the writer that a semi-military organisation 
was being built up in certain parts of the State, with the 
intention of killing the Mussalmans. This apprehension was 
converted into a reality in Udhampur, Jammu and Kathua. It 
was also very clearly pointed out, during these speeches, that 
the Dogra Army was resorting to high-handedness in the 
districts of Poonch and Mirpur. These speeches, of course, were 
noted down, but no action was ever taken on them. 

During the month of April, 1947, Maharaja Hari Singh 
toured the State frontier areas of Manawar, Bhimber, Mirpur, 
Kotli, Poonch, Rawalakot and Nowshera. Like Pandit Nehru 
on his tour of the North-West Frontier Province the previous 
October, the Maharaja saw that almost all Mussalmans were in 


favour of Pakistan. He was specially impressed and alarmed 
by a great gathering of about forty thousand men, almost all ex- 
Servicemen of the British Army from Sudhnutti and Bagh 
Tehsil of Poonch, assembled to greet him on April 21,1947 at 
Rawalpindi. 

During this tour the Maharaja gave clear instructions to 
his non-Muslim officers to aid the Hindu and Sikh population 
wherever it was possible to do so. Later on the Maharaja 
ordered more troops into these western districts of Jammu 
Province. A Mirpur-Poonch Brigade had been formed with 
headquarters at Nowshera, and in the summer of 1947, another 
separate Brigade composed purely of non-Muslim troops, 
Dogra-Hindus, Gurkhas and Sikhs, was formed as Poonch 
Brigade Garrison which had hitherto been kept in the main 
centres, were to be in all small towns, central villages, and at 
bridges and ferries and other key-points. 

After the March-April Assembly Session had ended at 
Jammu, the writer visited his own constituency of Poonch and, 
particularly, Sudhnutti and Bagh Tehsils. These two Tehsils of 
Bagh and Sudhnutti bordered on Pakistan from end to end. I 
genuinely warned the people on way from Jammu to Poonch of 
the coming ominous events. I had thoroughly realized by this 
time that a conspiracy had already been hatched and the 
RSSS and Dogra troops, in cooperation with each other, were 
going to be a part of that conspiracy. I, therefore, urged the 
people to get organised politically. In my private meetings I 
disclosed to the people the dangers that lay ahead of them. I 
told them that they may be completely annihilated by the 
Dogra troops after being rounded up. I asked them to get 
prepared militarily to meet effectively such a danger. In order 
to give people courage I made very strong speeches. These 
speeches produced the necessary effect, and people generally 
got courage, became defiant, and started organising themselves 
exactly on military lines. These preparations remained secret 
throughout, though the Hindu population of this area got 
alarmed by my speeches and sent irresponsible telegrams to the 
Maharaja's Government. In the meantime, while I was still at 
Rawalakot, one night some wandering people appeared in the 
villages of Rawalakot area from the Punjab. This alarmed the 
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Dogra troops stationed there. The Commander of these troops, 
in desperation, attacked some of these villages in order to 
arrest those people. During this incident Dogra troops arrested 
and beat innocent Mussalmans, and molested women in a village 
very near to Rawalakot town. The next day I called a very big 
meeting of the whole area, and twenty thousand people 
collected to hear my speech which I delivered in most 
'seditious' terms. I emphasized upon the people that Pakistan 
_ a Muslim State- was going to be established along the border 
of the State of Jammu and Kashmir and in any case the 
Mussalmans of Jammu and Kashmir cannot remain unaffected by 
this great event. They, therefore, should take courage and meet 
all insults from the Dogra troops with courage. From that day a 
strange atmosphere took the place of the usually peaceful life 
in these parts. 

After this speech I had a long meeting with the Wazir of 
Poonch at his request The Wazir of Poonch told me, during this 
meetings, that he had no power to deal with matters which 
affected the Army. He only promised to send the whole case of 
Rawalakot to the higher authorities. He, nevertheless, 
promised that he would obtain the dismissal of the Subedar 
who led the army contingent into the village for this raid. 

I then left for Srinagar with my family. As soon as I 
reached Srinagar, I contacted all the Government agencies with 
regard to the situation obtaining in Poonch but everybody 
seemed to think that whatever was happening in Poonch was 
my own creation. A restrictive order was served on me towards 
the end of June, 1947, and warrants of arrest were issued on 
August 20, 1947. Before those warrants could be executed I 
escaped to Pakistan. 

Pakistan was declared to have come into being on 14th of 
August, 1947, and eversince the whole atmosphere changed in 
the State. On August 15, 1947, Srinagar, the centre of all 
activities, gave ample proof of its being pro-Pakistan. 
Processions and meetings were arranged in all parts of Srinagar. 
Pakistan flags were flying over at least fifty per cent of the 
buildings and houses. All house-boat owners were flying the 
Pakistan flags and the Jhelum river presented a fortifying 


sight. Though Sheikh Abdullah's party was yet indecisive on 
the issue of Pakistan, this pro-Pakistan demonstration 
obviously made them extremely uncomfortable. Forced by 
events and suddenly changing circumstances, even Sheikh 
Abdullah's party men were forced to speak in favour of 
Pakistan, because the public in general leaned in that direction. 
As a matter of fact some people were so sanguine as to believe 
that, as soon as Sheikh Abdullah came out of prison he himself 
would declare accession of the State to Pakistan. 

The majority of the Muslim Conference leaders were in jail. 
Those who were outside were not united internally though they 
were all agreed on the issue of Pakistan. The masses were ready 
for a furious drive in favour of Pakistan but Muslim Conference 
leadership was not at all equal to the task. 

Agha Shaukat Ali, the then General Secretary of the 
Muslim Conference, was on parole for a fortnight from Srinagar 
Jail. He went round to meet some of the Pakistani friends whose 
advice we needed ever so much. The task was really very big 
and any good advice from the Muslim League leaders was not 
available. None of us was so ripe in experience as to clearly 
visualize the implications of Pakistan and natural 
repercussions of it on State politics. We did not want to bungle 
the situation by taking risks or unnecessarily precipitating the 
matter. Some of the Muslim League leaders, who visited 
Srinagar in those days, contacted the Nationalist leaders 
instead of Muslim Conference leaders. Somehow, Muslim 
League leaders were impressed that Sheikh Abdullah's 
organisation was comparatively much weaker in Srinagar and 
throughout the valley of Kashmir. As has been pointed out, 
there were a number of leaders in Sheikh Abdullah's party 
itself who believed in accession of the State to Pakistan as a 
natural consequence of the partition of India. Jammu Province 
and Poonch, however, were much better oragnised, so far as the 
Muslim Conference was concerned. These areas were absolutely 
decided on the Pakistan issue. In Poonch things moved very 
much quicker than one expected. Nothing could have possibly 
arrested the march of events there. 
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Dogra troops stationed there. The Commander of these troops, 
in desperation,, attacked some of these villages in order to 
arrest those people. During this incident Dogra troops arrested 
and beat innocent Mussalmans, and molested women in a village 
very near to Rawalakot town The next day I called a very big 
meeting of the whole area, and twenty thousand people 
collected to hear my speech which I delivered in most 
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— a Muslim State- was going to be established along the border 
of the State of Jammu and Kashmir and in any case the 
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August 20, 1947 Before those warrants could be executed I 
escaped to Pakistan. 

Pakistan was declared to have come into being on 14th of 
August, 1947, and eversince the whole atmosphere changed in 
the State. On August 15, 1947, Srinagar, the centre of all 
activities, gave ample proof of its being pro-Pakistan. 
Processions and meetings were arranged in all parts of Srinagar. 
Pakistan flags were flying over at least fifty per cent of the 
buildings and houses. All house-boat owners were flying the 
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sight Though Sheikh Abdullah s party was yet indecisive on 
the issue of Pakistan, this pre-Pakistan demonstration 
obviously made them extremely uncomfortable. Forced by 
events and suddenly changing circumstances, even Sheikh 
Abdullah’s party inert were forced to speak in favour of 
Pakistan, because the public in general leaned in that direction. 
As a matter of fact some people were so sanguine as to believe 
that, as soon as Sheikh Abdullah came out of prison he himself 
would declare accession of the State to Pakistan. 

The majority of the Muslim Conference leaders were in jail. 
Those who were outside were not united internally though they 
were all agreed on the issue of Pakistan. The masses were ready 
for a furious drive in favour of Pakistan but Muslim Conference 
leadership was not at all equal to the task. 

Agha Shaukaf AH, the then General Secretary of the 
Muslim Conference, was on parole for a fortnight from Srinagar 
Jail. He went round to meet some of the Pakistani friends whose 
advice we needed ever so much. The task was really very big 
and any good advice from the Muslim League leaders was not 
available None of us was so ripe in experience as to clearly 
visualize the implications of Pakistan and natural 
repercussions of it on State politics. We did not want to bungle 
the situation by taking risks or unnecessarily precipitating the 
matter. Some of the Muslim League leaders, who visited 
Srinagar in those days, contacted the Nationalist leaders 
instead of Muslim Conference leaders. Somehow, Muslim 
League leaders were impressed that Sheikh Abdullah's 
organisation was comparatively much weaker in Srinagar and 
throughout the valley of Kashmir. As has been pointed out, 
there were a number of leaders in Sheikh Abdullah's party 
itself who believed in accession of the State to Pakistan as a 
natural consequence of the partition of India. Jammu Province 
and Poonch, however, were much better oragnised, so far as the- 
Muslim Conference was concerned. These areas were absolutely 
decided on the Pakistan issue. In Poonch things moved very 
much quicker than one expected. Nothing could have possibly 
arrested the march of events there. 
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Assemblies of more than five persons were prohibited by 
an order of the District Magistrate at the end of July, 1947, but, 
in fact, the control of Poonch had already passed to the State 
troops, who now had posts and pickets at all keypoints. The 
arms deposited by the Mussalmans with the police by the 
orders of the District Magistrate were handed over to the 
Military. They distributed these arms to local non-Muslims and 
to Sikhs, originally from Hazara, who moved during the 
summer into the Bagh area and Poonch itself, after being 
trained and organised in Muzaffarabad. 

This alarmed the Mussalmans. They started taking 
whatever measures they could to defend their hearths and 
homes. In the villages, in August, 1947, some leading men , 
particularly ex-Serviceman, began to collect money to buy arms 
from tribesmen of the former Frontier Province, because it had 
now become absolutely clear that only by force of arms could 
they remove the Maharaja's oppressive army occupation and 
save their own lives. There were others who crossed to 
Pakistan to escape arrest or to leave their families at a place 
where they could live safely and honourably while they 
themselves could take up the fight against the Dogra 
Maharaja. 

During these days a very big meeting of Mussalmans was 
held in front of the mosque at Hajira, Poonch. It was addressed 
by Muslim preachers and also by a local Sikh, Khazan Sing of 
Arunka, who declared that, the State being overwhelmingly 
Muslim should join Pakistan and that the Muslim authorities 
should treat the Sikh and Hindu minorities fairly as they 
wished to remain in their homes in harmony with their Muslim 
neighbours. In this meeting they passed resolutions asking for a 
responsible Government right of free assembly, release of 
political prisoners, accession to Pakistan and abolition of all 
recently imposed taxes by the Central Government at Srinagar. 

A column of troops was sent from Poonch via Hajira to 
march through Rawalakot to Bagh where stronger agitation 
was in progress. To protect their friends of the Bagh area, who 
sent messengers asking that the troops should be held up, the 


villager of Khai Gala attempted to block the road and prevent 
their passage to Rawalakot. They had no arms, only 
woodman's axes, which every man carries in these hills, but 
the Dogra troops fired on them and killed three and wounded 
many more before they cleared the trees and boulders blocking 
the road and marched through. 

There were a number of clashes between the Muslim ex- 
Servicemen of Poonch and the Maharaja's Hindu troops. 
Captain Balwant Sing, in charge of the Dogra troops at Bagh, 
agreed that the Muslim demand for accession to Pakistan was 
legitimate. He sent a Muslim official of the State to pacify the 
crowd, which eventually held a meeting and camped outside 
Bagh. Next day, however, there was more trouble and fighting 
broke out when the Dogra pickets around Bagh opened up with 
rifles and bren-guns on the Muslim crowd encamped below, 
causing heavy casualties. 

Dogra troops sent out their patrols to the neighbouring 
Muslim villages. One patrol was sent to surround a nearby 
village, the centre of agitation against the Dogras and the 
Muslim villagers were threatened with extinction if they did 
not deliver up the local Muslim Conference leader, Khadim 
Hassain Shah. To save them he surrendered himself and was 
taken to Bagh. Before they killed him, the Dogra officer asked 
him what he wanted. He replied: "Freedom and Pakistan". On 
this he was bayoneted through his chest! 

Reinforcements continued to arrive from Poonch through 
Rawalakot. Pandit Ramchandra Raina, a decent Kashmiri 
Hindu, who was a revenue officer in Poonch, was sent to tour the 
troubled areas to seize weapons and to pacify the people. But 
the civil officials were now powerless. Poonch had, since July, 
been given up to the unrestrained control of the non-Muslim 
occupying forces, who received secret orders from the Maharaja 
and his Dogra chiefs. There were, however, some Hindu 
civilian officers, who positively encouraged the Dogra troops 
to stamp out the popular movement and clear the countiy of all 
the inhabitants who demanded self-government and Pakistan. 
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Immediately after the Bagh firing, columns of troops, 
accompanied by bands of armed Sikhs and civilian Hindus 
aided by non-Muslim villagers, were sent out through the 
country-side to search and plunder villages in a most merciless 
and random fashion. In most cases the unarmed Muslim male 
villagers abandoned their villages when the troops and armed 
bands approached, remaining hidden in the nearby forest till 
they had passed. The civilian armed bands and local non- 
Muslim villagers assisted the police and army in their loot and 
arson. Women were raped mercilessly. The writer was told of 
an incident where a girl of thirteen was raped by ten soldiers 
and she ultimately died of this. 

It was then so clear to all of us that the Maharaja was bent 
on joining India in total disregard of the wishes of eighty per 
cent of his people and that resistance to his plan of accession to 
India would be ruthlessly crushed. This meant the expulsion 
from their homes or the slaughter of a million Muslims living 
in a broad belt of territory along Pakistan borders, from 
Muzaffarabad to Kathua. 

One of the best commentaries on the Pakistan Movement in 
Poonch is that of Sheikh Abdullah himself. As reported by the 
Associated Press of India, under the date-line. New Delhi 
October 21, 1947. Sheikh Abdullah said:- 

That the present troubles in Poonch, a feudatory of 
Kashmir, were because of the policy adopted by the State. 
The people of Poonch who suffered under the local ruler, 
and again under the Kashmir Durbar, who was the 
overlord of the Poonch ruler, had started a people's 
movement for the redress of their grievances. It was not 
communal". 

The Kashmir State sent their troops and there was panic 
in Poonch. But most of the adult population in Poonch were 
ex-Servicemen of the Indian Army, who had close 
connection with the people in Jhelum and Rawalpindi. 
They evacuated their women and children, crossed the 
frontier and returned with arms supplied to them by 


willing people. The Kashmir State Forces were thus forced 
to withdraw from certain areas". 

The story of this rising has been described by a Hindu 
leader of Kashmir, Pandit Prem Nath Bazaz, in the following 
words- 

"In Poonch, where thousands of demobilised Muslim 

veterans of the Second World War live, an open armed 
rebellion broke out against the Maharaja and his new 
administration. The rebellion spread rapidly to the 
adjoining areas of Mirpur where, also, war veterans lived 
in large numbers. Instead of realising what he had done, 
Maharaja Hari Singh egged on by Congress leaders and the 
new Counsellors, despatched the whole of the Dogra army 
to quell the disturbance, or, as one Rajput colonel puts it, 'to 
reconquer the area . The Army perpetrated unheard-of 
atrocities on the people of Poonch; whole villages were 
burnt down and innocent people massacred. Report reaching 
Srinagar were not allowed to be published in the press, and 
no official reports were issued to allay the fears of the 
public. This happened in September and the tribesmen did 
not enter the State before the 23rd of October, 1947’ 

In Srinagar itself the Dogra Government became more and 
more insecure because of the events in Poonch. Larger contingents 
of troops were sent from Srinagar. As the information of the 
movement of troops reached us we became more nervous, and, it 
was only too evident that the whole of the State appeared to 
be ready for a large-scale disaster. Somehow the State 
authorities came to be quite convinced, probably on the basis of 
good evidence, that I was wholly responsible for the events in 
Poonch. On one occasion Thakar Janak Sing, the then Prime 
Minister, during an interview, pointed this out very clearlv to a 
deputation which met him to discuss the events in Poonch. I 
was a member of this deputation. Even at this stage I gave him 
the solemn guarantee of complete peace and order in Poonch, 
provided all troops were withdrawn and Poonch district was 
left functioning under normal civil administration. This seemed 
to him a very intriguing advice. 
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I was served with an order by the Government through 
their Chief Secretary, not to leave Srinagar under any 
circumstance. If I remained in Srinagar the Government will 
have no objection. My entry into Poonch was in any case, 
considered undesirable. Warrants for my arrest were placed 
with the border authorities in Kohala, Banihal and Haji Pir 
Pass. In the meantime, information about the events in Poonch 
reached me daily. Every new day brought a more urgent and 
fervent appeal from the people of that district to do something 
about the matters. Poonch being my constituency, my moral and 
other responsibilities were so great that I eventually did 
gather the courage to do what I actually did and came to the 
timely rescue of an otherwise lost but brave people. 

On or about the 20th August, 1947, I and Agha Shaukat 
Ali, the General Secretary of the Muslim Conference went to 
meet some of our Pakistani friends and advisers. We were 
looking for solid advice and reliable information on all matters 
that confronted us. These Pakistani gentleman were holidaying 
Gulmarg. They were in possession of solid facts and gave us 
good advice. The next meeting was held at the house of the late 
Dr. Mohammad Din Tasir in Srinagar. 

We had a long meeting with these gentlemen and discussed 
with them the existing state of affairs in Kashmir. We 
appraised them of the conditions existing in Poonch. These 
gentlemen were of the opinion that, unless there was some 
counter preparation, there was a genuine apprehension of 
Mussalmans being exposed to the danger of complete 
annihilation. They had come to this conclusion, in all 
probability, on the basis of some information that they had in 
their possession and their views were confirmed by the facts 
that were placed before them. It was with these gentlemen 
that we had another meeting in Srinagar at the house of late 
Dr. M.D. Tasir. It was suggested in this meeting, that if I had to 
get arrested at all, it must be done in Rawalakot, my home 
place, where easily twenty to thirty thousand people would 
have followed me into the jail, making the situation extremely 
difficult for the Government. The Wazir of Poonch had 
informed Srinagar authorities that my entry into Poonch would 


not be desirable and my arrest anywhere in that area would 
entail a major crisis for the Government. 

During this meeting it was also decided that, in the 
meantime, I should leave immediately for Pakistan, in order to 
re-enter Poonch to head the movement there. All-Jammu and 
Kashmir Muslim Conference, sent me a letter of authority in 
Pakistan, which I produce below- 

SRINAGAR, 

17TH SEPTEMBER, 1947. 

"My dear Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan, 

We have started the civil disobedience movement here, and I 
have addressed a number of mass meetings. I may be arrested at 
any moment. Therefore, in consultation with the available 
members of the working committee, I am constrained to appoint 
you as my successor.. As such, you will be perfectly competent to 
receive and deliver goods on behalf of the Muslim Conference. 
You can negotiate with any party or organisation, and arrive at 
any understanding you deem fit and proper. The Muslim 
Conference will be bound by your acts and words. In my and my 
colleagues’ opinion, you are utterly worthy of the trust reposed 
m you. I hope and trust you will, as usual, discharge vour heavv 
responsibilities with zeal and enthusiasm, and our community 
will surely profit by your able guidance. You will please 

appoint your successor whenever the prospect of your arrest 
arise. 

May God bless you. 


Yours sincerely, 

(Sd) HAMIDULLAH KHAN, 
Acting President, 
All-J.&K. Muslim Conference. 


N.B.- It may please be noted that, as long as I am not 
arrested, you arc, even now, quite competent to act on mv behalf 
outside the State. 

Sd/- HAMIDULLAH KHAN. 


^ . was to escape to Pakistan accompanied bv Agha Shaukat 

A;i. A day for escape was also fixed. This fact'was to be kept 
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dead secret but somehow the Government came to know all 
about it. The next day, early in the morning, before we could 
make the first move, Agha Shaukat Ali was re-arrested and 
taken back to jail. When I reached his house at 7 o’clock in the 
morning, it was being closely watched by the police and Agha 
Shaukat Ali had already been delivered to the jail 
authorities. 

The moment I learnt about it, I decided to disappear, I did 
not attend the courts and spread the story through my clerks 
that I had gone to Islamabad for a day to attend a case. The 
police rushed to Islamabad as foolishly as they did so many 
other things. The whole day I kept away from my house 
because there was a twenty-four hour watch on my movements. 
Today it seems like a miracle that all arrangements for my 
escape from Srinagar were complete by the end of that day. 
Two persons were responsible for this arrangement. One was 
Sultan Hasan Ali Khan of Boi District Hazara and the other 
Raja Abdul Hamid Khan of Muzaffarabad, one of my 
colleagues. 

I would like to mention here a small incident. Before my 
escape, we had a meeting at Dr. M.D. Tasir's place. Dr. Tasir, 
who had a real sense of humour, suggested quite seriously that I 
should escape wearing a 'Burqa'.? This suggestion I at once 
turned down. It would be a disgrace if I was caught by the police 
in a 'burqa'. Owing to the fact that such suggestion was put 
forward, the rumour, somehow, got around that I actually 
escaped in a 'burqa'. Dr. Tasir himself, in an article which he 
published in 1948, contradicted this. 

The day I escaped from Srinagar, my little son, Javed, was 
running a high temperature. One of our friends. Dr. Noor 
Hussain, volunteered to look after him. I told my very credulous 
and simple wife that I was going to Lahore and would be back 
soon. The same friends who were responsible for my escape, also 
arranged for accommodation in a house-boat for my last night in 
Srinagar. 

in the morning of August 25, 1947 while Srinagar Police 
looked for me in a dreary drizzle, I reached Domcl 


(Muzaffarabad) without any incident. The journey from 
Srinagar to Abbottabad was without an incident of any kind. I 
learnt later on that a warrant of arrest was lying with the 
Customs Officer at Domel. There was no search of my taxi. In 
my taxi there happened to be two vagabond-friends of the taxi 
driver, who were running away from Srinagar courts. Though I 
had paid for the whole taxi, they made themselves 
comfortable in it by the courtesy of the taxi driver. On reaching 
the other side of the border, I was told that they were running 
away from the Police. I did not, however, tell them that I was 
myself travelling for a similar reason. 

While in Abbottabad I learned to my grief and extreme 
sorrow that in Tchsil headquarters of Bagh the Dogra Army 
had opened fire on a crowd of ten thousand people. This 
certainly was a declaration of war on the people and left no 
doubt in my mind that people of Poonch were faced with a 
major catastrophe. Unless some outside help reached them in 
good time their life and security were exposed to grave risk. 

Sitting in my hotel in Abbottabad, I wrote not less than one 
hundred chits in my own hand to different people in Poonch 
area. In these I asked the people not to lose courage and to 
prepare to defend their homes at every cost. In these chits I 
conveyed to them that I was busy trying to get them the 
necessary arms, though at that moment I did not have the 
slightest idea as to what I could do for them in concrete form 
There was, however, a strong belief in my mind of solid help 
either coming from the Government or the people of Pakistan. 
These chits, it seems, did reafch their destinations safely, 
though the Dogra security arrangements were fairly stiff! 
When, in the mad fury of a mob, in the chaos of thought and 
action, people paused and took stock of what they had, they 
found that they had very little. ' * 

In the meantime the Dogra Government issued orders to the 
following effect:- 

(a) Confiscation of all arms; 

(b) Clearing of Pakistan Border areas; 
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(c) Empowering of the Dogra Army to shoot any person 
suspected of 'subversive' activities; and 

(d) Poonch and Mirpur districts to be placed under 
Martial Law. 

Against this background, I reached Lahore on 28 August, 
1947. On the Lahore Railway Station, complete chaos 
prevailed. I paid Rs. 15 to get a tonga to reach my hotel in 
Anarkali. Normally, it should have cost me a rupee. I carried 
letters for Mian Amir-ud-Din, who was the Mayor of Lahore at 
that time. Through the good offices of this gentleman, I tried 
for a meeting with the Quaid-e-Azam, who was then the 
Governor-General of Pakistan, in order to place before him the 
Kashmir case. The Quaid-e-Azam himself did not wish to meet 
me because he did not desire, in any manner whatever, to be 
associated with anything that was happening in the State of 
Jammu and Kashmir at that moment. Accompanied by another 
friend, Mr. B.A. Hashmi, a friend of the Srinagar meeting, I 
approached Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan, the Central Minister of 
Refugee and Rehabilitation, with the object of arranging a 
meeting with Quaid-e-Azam. Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan failed 
to contact the Quaid-e-Azam. As a matter of fact the whole 
atmosphere was so uncertain and everybody felt so awkward to 
approach the Quaid-e-Azam that no one possessed enough 
courage to draw the attention of the Pakistan's Governor- 
General to kashmir affairs and save so many Mussalmansfrom 
"aisaster. Pakistan herself was most tragically gripped by the 
" 1 p f oEIem' of the influx of refugees. Complete chaos seemed to 
take possession of everything. Most well-wishers of Pakistan 
doubted if Pakistan could exist another couple of months. 

For a full period of one week I went round seeing the people 
in Lahore. Every dawn brought me new disappointments. There 
was not a ray or glimmer of hope. There was hardly any 
Newspaper editor whom I did not meet. The Press were quite 
prepared to do their best, and, in fact, they did their best as 
the movement actually started. But nothing disappointed me 
more than the streets of Lahore. The sun rose dver Lahore and 
went down with the same mechanical precision. Every hour, 
every day for me in Lahore was the greatest agony a human 
being could possibly undergo. 


I was completely disappointed, tired and exhausted. All 
avenues of hope had been explored, and I was thoroughly 
dismayed with everything-people, streets, tongas, other 
noises and limitless thoughts. The noises of Lahore seemed such 
an unreal drudgery. People seemed so selfish. Could not they 
possibly realise that all business and trade was useless? Could 
not they visulaize that a whole nation was faced with the 
threat of virtual annihilation? All these thoughts rose and fell 
like waves pf the sea in my mind who had no second person to 
share the secrets of his mind. 

I decided to pack and return to the scene of the tragedy. 
Keenly conscious of the great duty which nature had so 
suddenly and prematurely called me to perform, equally 
conscious of my failings and limitations, something still worked 
within my mind like a volcano. With all the disappointments 
and failures lodged in my heart, I wanted to see, before leaving 
Lahore, the Editor of the Pakistan Times—a daily of Lahore. I 
started for the office of that paper while my bedding was being 
packed in my hotel. As I was passing the 'Nila Cumbad' area a 
car stopped near my tonga, and a gentleman asked me to come 
down from the tonga and get into the car. I accompanied him to 
Model Town, where he was going to see the bungalows of his 
Hindu friends just to make sure that they were safe. The journey 
from that point in the city right down to Model Town and back, 
could have taken hardly an hour or so. Within this short time I 
was able to convince my friend of the impending tragedy of the 
people of Kashmir. I did not really believe that he could do 
much. But I would have told this story to anyone who had lent 
me a sympathetic ear. This friend, strangely enough, promised 
to do his best but he insisted that he should make sure about 
things for himself. He, therefore, proposed to proceed to 
Srinagar. To any proposal which could help the cause in any 
manner I could have no objection. I told him that I was 
proceeding to Murree where he could always contact me if he so 
desired. 

It seemed that he did consult quite a number of people 
before arriving at a definite decision. From Murree he collected 
his -«ife and went to Srinagar with the pretext of his wife's 
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diagnosis about some disease. After remaining in Srinagar for 
about a week or so he came back to Murree to have a conference 
with me. To my entire satisfaction and relief, he agreed with 
me on all points. He realised the urgency of the matter and also 
the risks Mussalmans were exposed to if no outside assistance 
was extended to them in good time. I really do not wish to go 
into details of what happened after that but 1 must admit that 
this gentleman did his best with deep sincerity and honesty of 
purpose. He did his utmost to advance the cause of the 
movement which, later on, came to be known as the Azad 
Kashmir Movement. This gentleman was no other person than 
Mian Iftikharuddin of Lahore, a great leader in his own right. 
He died in 1960 or so. The echo of this movement rose out of the 
high hills of Kashmir and rang round the world and is by no 
means finished yet. The gentleman mentioned gave up his 
association with the movement when he accepted a Ministry in 
the P"m?b. 


Chapter VI 

BEGINNING OF AZAD KASHMIR 
MOVEMENT 


I stayed in Murree and made it my base, if one may borrow 
an army expression, where some sympathisers loaned a number 
of rooms in a hotel. In that hotel much was said during the dark 
hours of night and nothing was done or said during the long 
hours of the day. The Punjab Police, Intelligence Department, 
though quite vigilant, probably did not know much about the 
whole thing. For the work which I had undertaken Murree was 
a very convenient and congenial place. One could have all the 
information from Srinagar every day and also easily contact 
Muzaffarabad, Poonch and Mirpuj. From Murree one could 
easily establish contacts with people in Poonch along the 
Jhelum River during the night. During the day Dogra Army 
soldier regularly patrolled all the possible routes of 
communication. 

Not quite single handed, I took the decision to resort to 
arms in defence of our lives, honour and property, and to 
prepare the people for it. Before taking this most crucial 
decision, I did not consult my colleagues, because I did not have 
the opportunity to do so. The decision was not taken just 
overnight. I collected some sympathetic army officers of the 
State before whom I placed the whole situation. These officers, 
at great risk to themselves and other advisers, calculated all 
the pros and cons of the whole matter. A number of conferences 
were held. Maps were studied and all other possible loop-holes 
were foreseen. By the advice of these really great friends we 
were able to chalk out a scheme by which Mussalmans could be 
saved and an effective resistance could be put up to Dogra troops 
and their satellite, the RSSS. Here I must mention that the 
question of tribal people coming to our assistance was neither 
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visualised nor contemplated at this stage of planning. On the 
other hand, when I got the information that tribesmen were 

prepared to come to our assistance, it was a pleasant surprise to 
me. 

After making the difficult decision to resort to arms we got 
busy with the collection of weapons of all sorts. A secret 
collection of Muzzle Loaders was started, and with these 
Muzzle Loaders we collected gun-powder and lead from all over 
the Punjab. A small factory was started in village Basian in the 
Tehsil of Murree, where lead was converted into bullets. During 
October nights, these things were transported across the Jhelum 
river. All arms that could be had in the district of Rawalpindi 
weFe collected. It had become easier now, because the story of 
the atrocities of Dogra troops had spread all over the Punjab 
and some of the refugees from Bagh had already crossed the 
Jhelum river into Pakistan, where they were camping in the 
Tehsil of Murree. Even the burning of villages in Poonch could 
easily be seen from the high hill of Murree. About this time a 
strong protest was lodged by the Government of Pakistan with 
the Maharaja's Government about the atrocities committed by 
the Dogra troops on Poonch Mussalmans. 

In Murree I was able to mobilise, most effectively, public 
opinion in our favour. We were able to raise some funds which 
we sent to the Frontier Province for the purchase of 'drawl' or 
one shot rifles. This method, though it had a small beginning, 
made huge progress in due course of time. Very soon it became 
possible to find ways by which we could collect a large number 
of rifles. Before these rifles could be distributed it was made 
sure that an organisation existed which would utilize this 
material to the best of our advantage. 

In Murree a unique service to our cause was rendered by the 
local Tehsildar at the risk of his job. It was in his house"that 
we were able to collect the 'stuff*. Then during the night, in an 
extremely well-guarded manner, the 'stuff was despatched on 
mules to the banks of the Jhelum river. On the banks of this 
river, on both sides, awaited parties who had prepared 


siunas -- 


latoa goat skins - for the transportation of arms 
and ammunition across the river. In this, otherwise most risky 
and dangerous enterprise, the Tehsildar, not only risked his job 
ut also his hfe. All this 'business’ was to be a hush-hush 
affair. The police were never taken into confidence. Once we 
were caught red-handed on this side of the Jhelum river We 
completely denied any complicity in the matter, though some 

others were hauled up. The loss of valuable arms was sustained 
with a heavy heart. 

The area of operation was mainly divided into two large 
sectors, Muzaffarabad to Bhimber, and Bhimber to Jammu 
Gilgn was left out, because the Gilgit organisation was 

Tn 7 ? ° gra Army Mus,im 0ffi cers, raising a local 
rebellion, had established an administration of their own This 

was effectively arranged with officers who were posted in 
i git by the Dogra Government. Each sector was given a 
separate quota of rifles for operation and placed under an Army 
Leader. Similarly, different leaders were put in charge of 
i rerent sectors to provide the necessary political link. Before 
the whole scheme could operate in an organised and effective 
manner, we needed an army to fight an army. That mere armed 
crowds could not possibly achieve much was realised in the 
very beginning. It seemed, therefore, that the sine qua non of 
the whole plan was that a people's army be organised. It could 
on!y be effectively done in Pakistan and probably in Mirpur, 
ough Muzaffarabad was also organised. Mirpur failed to 
provide the immediate need because the Dogra troops had not 
done that much damage in Mirpur as they had done in Poonch 
and, moreover, Poonch had no less than 80,000 discharged 
soldiers from the old Indian Army. The bulk of the Azad Armv , 
was consequently raised from Poonch. For this purpose, during 
the month of September, 1947, I crossed the Jehlum River a 
number of times during the nights on a 'shina' - with the help 
of some of our great men, who later so heroically laid down 
their byes during the fight that ensued. Most of them are no 
more amongst us today but each of them played a unique part in 
the early days of our liberation movement. No matter how 
much is said in their praise, words surely cannot sum up their 
great deeds of personal bravery and heroism. We hope that 


* Raja Sultan Maqsood. 
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Almighty God will reward them and their children for what 
they did. 

During the September nights, in the light of torches, under 
the hanging threats of the Dogra Army Units, we raised 
companies and then units of the Azad Kashmir Army village 
by village from Kohala down to Mirpur. Each sector was placed 
under the charge of different sector commanders. This army had 
to operate only with the rifles and ammunition, the scarcity of 
which can hardly be imagined. The rest of the things—rations, 
clothes and other stuff—were to be provided by the local people 
themselves. All people worked with such dedication and unity 
that I could not have even thought possible. What part women 
played, how small children carried water, ammunition and 
rations to the fighting soldiers, are acts without any parallel 
in the history of recent times. 

As soon as fighting started, all Muslim Officers of the 
Dogra Army joined us with their soldiers, arms and 
ammunition. This happened to a great advantage on the 
Muzaffarabad front. Some of the officers came and took 
positions along with the rest of us and played a great part in 
the organisation of the Azad Army. Some of these officers gave 
their lives in the actual fight with great valour and 
patriotism, particularly in Mirpur and generally on other 
fronts. In all probability history will never know them 
individually, yet their patriotism, self-sacrifice and devotion 
to the cause will always be remembered with respect in the 
arihals of Jammu and Kashmir. 

This people's army was later provided with officers from 
outside also. In this connection I must mention the services of 
the officers of the "Indian National Army" from Pakistan. I 
have profound admiration for them .and for the spirit with 
which they volunteered to serve a people's cause. Some of them 
had their failings, as is bound to happen everywhere. Some of 
them later took part in State politics and took side with one 
leader or the other. If they had not done that and simply stuck 
to the organisation of the Azad Army their credit would have 
been much higher. Unfortunately, they brought in politics and 
it putrefied the army organisation. Most of them, no doubt. 


played their part with devotion and sincerity. It is not 
advisable to mention names as it raises controversy and does not 
serve any useful purpose. 

The fight started on different fronts. People were so 
oppressed by the Dogra troops that they could not wait for an 
organised attack. I cannot blame them. Any people would have 
acted in the same manner. This, however, cost us much. By 
starting earlier than we should have we lost the great 
advantage of surprise attack on the Dogra dug-outs. Secondly, 
the Dogras got to know the intentions of the people to revolt. 
They then informed their Government who sent more troops to 
reinforce their earlier and smaller units. Thirdly, our soldiers 
attacked without enough reserves of ammunition and without 
any hand-grenades. The Dogras had a well-run line of 
communication connected with their base and this 
communication was their monopoly. Our soldiers could only 
work during the nights and only by using irregular paths and 
boats on the Jhelum River, which also were burnt by the Dogras 
later. 

As a result of all this, we could not capture positions which 
we hoped to do in a couple of days. The Dogras dug in strongly 
and used three-inch Mortars and also Bren-guns against our ill- 
1 equipped troops. As against these, we had only 303 rifles 
which were 'Darra-made' and one-shot. These factors made our 
position not only extremely costly but, at times impossible. This 
happened in Bagh, Rawalakot and Kotli fronts. 

Luckily, Tehsil Sudhnutti of Poonch District was at once 
vacated by the Dogras and this gave us a solid foothold on the 
Poonch side, where at Trarkhel we started raising a regular 
army and established a training centre which could regularly 
feed all battalions of the Azad Army, at least on the poonch 
front. A similar training centre was started at Harigel for the 
same purpose. 

If we could capture all the Dogra positions by surprise all 
over Poonch we would have completely defeated the Dogra 
Army within a month all over the State and taken Srinagar 
and Jammu both. 
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The greatest snag in the whole campaign had been the 
lack of communications and dearth of automatic arms, which 
are absolutely necessary for an attack. We had to attack 
everywhere, while Dogras, and later the Indian Army, had to 
defend everywhere. As soon as the Indian Army entered the 
fight the Indian Air Force came into operation as well. It then 
became impossible for our soldiers on the Poonch, Kotli and 
Nowshera fronts to operate during day-light. To make a 
concentrated attack on the enemy position during the day was, 
in fact, out of question. All our attacks were made during the 
nights, when the Indian Army would start a huge barrage of 
light Machine-Gun fire without in the least caring for their 
supply of ammunition. They were fighting like a regular army 
with all arms and ample supply of ammunition and with their 
regular line of communication working behind them. Azad 
Kashmir troops miserably lacked a regular line of 
communication and a regular supply of arms and ammunition. 

In spite of all this, since October 27,1947, the 'Azad Army, 
(name given to the People's Army of liberation) was able to 
conquer from the Indian Army practically the whole of Poonch, 
with the exception of the city of Poonch. The whole of Rajauri 
and Mirpur districts, right down to Akhnoor, were captured by 
us, while the enemy held Nowshera, peace-time army strong¬ 
hold throughout. On the Muzaffarabad front we went right 
upto Srinagar and then had to retreat to Chikoti, which 
position we hold ever since. We went right up to Sopore, 
conquering the whole of Hindwara Tehsil. On the Gilgit front 
the whole of Gilgit was conquered, and also the whole of 
Ladakh right down to the position thirty miles from Srinagar. 
The army which operated in Ladakh under most difficult 
conditions of snow, without any line of communication, must be 
given the greatest credit. For regular soldiers this would seem 
an impossibility but during the Azad Kashmir Movement 
miracles were performed by our soldiers. Whether history will 
ever give this movement the credit it deserves is a separate 
matter. Of course, to expect any reward from any human agency 
for what the people did would be a great fallacy. 
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Chapter VII 


SUDHAN REVOLT: 

Sudhan Tribe's Role In The Struggle 
For Freedom In Kashmir Since 1832 - 1990 


SUDHANS reside, primarily, in what is called Sudhan 
Tract. It begins with the Kotli Tehsil and ends with Sudhan 
Gali in Bagh Tehsil. They roughly number about half a million 
people. 

Sudhan is a tribe of professional soldiers. They are a brave 
and self respecting people. They can be easily made to resort to 
Arms for a cause. They, some time, differ with one another, in 
ordinary life, but just as much easily and quickly get together in 
times of crises. 

In social life they follow time old customs and traditions, 
which may not be easily acceptable to a modem man but these 
traditions have a good basis and a good background. Though 
conservative in their thinking, basically they are a religious 
people, God fearing and believing tenaciously in God and His 
existence. 

Sudhans possess a good physical appearance and some of 
them could be classed as one of the most handsome of human 
race. They claim their origin from Afghanistan. They came 
from Afghanistan via Dera Ismail Khan, in NWFP Pakistan, 
and are the same as Sudhazais of Afghanistan. It is well 
established and accepted by all authors, that in social habits 
and customs they are certainly akin to Sudhazais of 
Afghanistan. Among Afghans, Sudhazai are a verv respected 
clan with long good history behind them. 
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It is said that some 500 years or so ago Sudhans landed in 
Western parts of Poonch Province and fought for their existence, 
but the local people dominated them. In this period, they 
multiplied quickly and emerged into a strong and powerful 
tribe. 

Sikhs and Dogras had to fight the Sudhans in wars spread 
over a fairly long time. Sudhans resisted the Sikhs and Dogra, 
till powerful armies of Sikhs and Dogras subjugated them and 
committed unheard of atrocities on them. But they have 
survived as a tribe to the present day. This happened between 
1830-1840, much before the Treaty of Amritsar, which was 
concluded in 1846. 

When Sudhans were defeated, in 1832 or so, the Dogras 
imprisoned as many as five thousand women and children and 
as many men were ruthlessly beheaded. Their heads were 
presented to the Dogras barbaric forces against five rupees per 
head. This cutting of heads and their sale continued for a 
period of two months or so. 

In order to suppress these people for ever, the Dogra forces 
flayed alive their leaders. As many as twenty people were 
flayed alive. They were refused even a drop of water. Their 
bodies were hanged from trees. Some of these trees are still 
there to bear witness to these ghastly events. 

As far as one can see and judge world history, such atrocious 
events could not be easily found in the history of any Land. 

For some years Dogra rule was tolerated by the remaining 
people. They patiently bore all the miseries. They, however, 
regained their self respect and dignity and soon became a 
danger for the autocratic and bigoted rule of the Hindu 
Maharajas. 

These events have been described in "The Reigning Family 
of Lahore" by Major G. Carmichael Smyth. Though he has 
missed many important details but his description of the events 
cannot be disputed. He seems to have studied the situation and 
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wrote candidly and unbiasedly about these tragic events. I 
would like to quote at some length from this great book for a 
graphic description of these events. 

Under the heading "The Soodhan Revolt", he writes: 

"About the years 1832, several independent hill-tribes 
inhabiting the north western regions of the Punjab were 
reduced into subjection to the Lahore state. These were the 
Doondh, Soodhun, Suthee, and Murdiall tribes. The 
Doondh tribe lived chiefly on the banks of the Jhelum, 
especially on the western bank, from the point where the 
river leaves the Kukka Bumba hills for about twenty-five 
or thirty miles down the stream. This tribe was in number 
about fifty or sixty thousand. The Soodhun tribe inhabited 
a large tract on the eastern bank of the same river opposite 
the country of the Doondhs, and numbered about forty 
thousand souls. The Suthee tribe dwelt chiefly in the 
lower hills to the south of the tribes above mentioned, and 
was estimated at about twenty thousand. Lastly the 
Murdial tribe lay to the east of the Sudhun, and was 
reckoned at about eighteen thousand people". 

"About the period above mentioned the Dogra brother of 
Jummoo endeavoured to bring these wild clans into 
subjection, nominally to the Lahore state, but really to 
themselves. Finding, however, the conquest less easy than 
they had anticipated, they prevailed upon their master, 
Runject Sing, to march with his whole army towards 
Rawal Pindee, and thus to aid them by making a 
demonstration against the tribes whom they in vain sought 
to subdue. Runjeet accordingly marched with some sixty 
thousand men in the direction indicated, and encamped 
with his force at Kooree, in the plains, but just at the 
entrance of the hilly region inhabited by the doomed 
clans. Seeing so overwhelming a force, under the famous 
Runjeet Sing, apparently coming against them, and 
startled by-^the ^hunder of a hundred and fifty? pieces of 
ordnance cchbi^g among their mountains day and night, 
the people readily submitted to the yoke which the Dogra 
chiefs sought to impose upon them". 
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While mentioning the role of Shams Khan, he describes 
him as:- 

"One of the head-men of the Sudhun tribe when it 
submitted to the Dogras, was Shumas Khan. This man, as a 
hostage for the fidelity of his clan and family was kept 
about the person of Rajah Dehan Sing, whom he actually 
served as a private Corechar trooper. In this capacity he 
so far won the favour of his master, and was taken so far 
into his confidence, that he incurred the jealously and 
dislike of the elder brother, Goollaub Sing. This feeling of 
hostility induced Goolaub on serval occasions to 
remonstrate with his brother, on what he chose to consider 
the folly and impropriety of reposing his confidence in a 
man so circumstanced as was Shumas Khan. The younger 
brother, however, could never see the matter in the same 
light, and he accordingly continued to display his favour 
and partiality to the fallen chieftain as before. Shumas 
was to all appearance duly grateful to his patron and 
reciprocated his regard; and thus he remained in close 
personal attendance on Rajah Dehan Sing at Lahore, until 
near the end of the year 1836". 

The Sikhs and Dogras got engaged in their war against the 
Pathans in and around Peshawar. But the Pathans, however, 
could not resist their onslaught and submitted 

It was while engaged in the suppression of these 
disturbances in the Yuzoofzye districts, that Goolaub 
heard of a revolt in his own hill states, among the Sudhun, 
Suthce, Doondh, and Murdiall tribes. It took him, 
however,two months and some hard fighting to reduce the 
Yuzoofzyes to subjection, nor was it till he had laid waste 
a great part of the country, and had driven most of the 
inhabitants to the hills that order was in any degree 
restored. After all, the country was in a very unsettled 
state when his anxiety for the suppression of the revolt in 
his own dominions induced him to hasten thither, leaving 
the Yuzoofzyes to the management of one Ursulla Khan 
whom he made Kardar of the district. This man was 
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devoted to the interest of the Jummoo Rajah, and was 

Ursulla Kh° Ure V n , d by ^ He iS the ^ 

Ursulla Khan, who lately caused much disturbance by 

exciting and heading an insurrectionary movement in the 
countiy entrusted to his charge". 

Sikh 1HOped ' ° n thG baSis 0f some ™mours, that the 
Sikhs and Dogras would not be able to cross the Jhelum river 

Si ‘~ i” 1 ' ^ ^ t0 1,6 a fabe ^P 6 beaaue the 

Road and sifTn PS ^ Kahuti ' now on L *rar 

Road, and started preparations of all kinds. 

Smyth Says:- 

It was by the wide-spread intelligence of the Seik 
reverses at Peshawar, and a rumour that these disasters 

time a°i T"™™ * "?*“* **“* *** WOuld for some 

time all the power of the Dogra brothers to repress them 

hat the hill tribes had been induced to hope that they 

might by a vigorous effort shake off the yoke which they 

so re uctantly bore. This hope was strengthened by the 

previtience of another rumour which spoke of Rajah 

o au ing as being badly, some even said mortally, 

wounded, m one of the skirmishes with the Yuzoofzyes 

Sstbut f Wa w that ^ trib6S TOSe ^ rebeIJion ' and being at 

££5^2* 0PP0SCd * lhe ** carried^all 

Again referring to Shams Khan, Smyth opines that:- 

l?HK aPP T ed that Shuma * Khan, the former chief of the 
un clan, and who, as has been related, had since the 
subjugation of his tribe, continued in attendance on Dehan 
Sing, had just before this time obtained leave to return for 
a short time to his home in the hills. Goolaub Sing, as it 
■has been mentioned, held this man in bitter enmity, and on 
aring o the reports which were circulated in the hill 
which were exciting the people to rebellion, 
he immediately wrote to Dehan Sing at Peshawar 
mformmg him that Shumas Khan was the treacherous 
enemy who was spreading these rumours so prejudicial to 
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their interest. He furthermore strongly advised his 
brother to leave the supposed traitor entirely in his hands, 
and not to interfere in any way with the measures to which 
he should resort for punishing him and restoring order in 
the country. 

"A short time after this, instructions were sent to some of 
the Kardars and other dependants of Goolaub Sing, to 
have Shumas Khan, with all his family, taken prisoners 
at his residence in the hills, where he then* was. The 
chief, however, received intelligence of the design for his 
capture and knowing the fate that would await him 
should he fall into the hands of Goolaub, made his escape 
with all his family into the fastnesses of the hills, thus 
placing himself beyond tire reach of the Rajah's power. 

This was the signal for the hitherto smouldering flame of 
rebellion to break out. The whole country rose in arms 
against the authority of the Dogra Rajahs, and as they at 
first met with little opposition, the insurgents had in less 
than a month, and before Goolaub could extricate himself 
from the Yuzoofzyes, taken and destroyed all the forts and 
strongholds of their rulers, from Poonch almost to the 
walls of Jummoo itself, and from the borders of Cashmere 
to the base of the hills. All the troops which Goolaub 
could as yet send against them were repulsed and obliged 
to return with heavy loss, leaving the triumphant 
insurgents in possession of the whole country. And this 
although the Jummoo force numbered about five thousand 
men, and was commanded by Meean Oottum Sing, the 
eldest son of the Rajah, one of the bravest of his race, and 
by Dewan Hurree Chund, Goolaub’s principal minister and 
commander". 

Stationing himself at Kurree, north East Rawalpindi, 
Goolab Singh now took a different course:- 

"Seeing, however, that if force alone were used, the result 
would be at least doubtful, he halted at Khouotee for some 
time, and commenced a course of intrigue and bribery for 
the purpose of creating disunion among the insurgents, and 
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bnnging some of them over to his side. Shamas Khan had 
now openly placed himself at the head of the enemies of 
e insurgents, and it was by intriguing with and bribing 
e enemies of this man among the hill chiefs that 
Goolaub wrought his purpose. Having succeeded by such 
means in detaching many of the insurgents from the 
common cause, and secured their aid or at least their 
neutrality the Rajah at the head of about eight thousand 
regular infanhy and twelve thousand irregulars, a sort of 
mi itia raised in the hills about Jummoo, ascended from 
the plains at Kohoutee and marched towards Mung and 
elundheree. In order to strike terror into the insurgents 
and to distress and punish them, he devastated the country 
as he advanced, permitting his troops freely to plunder 
and to practise every excess. More than this he offered a 
reward of five rupees for the head of every insurgent or any 
o those connected with him, man, woman or child; and in 
consequence a cool systematic massacre ensued, likely to 
ea to t e utter extermination of the miserable people, 
amc struck by this display of ferocity and hopeless of 
emg able to resist the overpowering force led by the 
ajah, the insurgents dispersed and fled to hide 
themselves and their families among the rocks and 
mountams, and m the pine forests and jungles, leaving 
their houses, cattle, and property to the mercy of the 
advancing army". 

These armies then ruthlessly pounced upon armless 
Smyth” 3nd their mnOCent women and children. According to 

"Often the troops came upon their hiding places, and 
discovered a wretched family pent up together in some den 
or cavern, where they were, without respect to sex or age 
savagely massacred for the sake of the paltry reward put' 
upon their heads. However, after some few days of this 
exterminating slaughter the Rajah issued an order that 
the women and female children should be spared and 
when taken captive, brought and delivered over to certain 
officers whom he appointed to take charge of them. Thus 
in a short time each separate division of the army had in 
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its train a drove of unfortunate women and children, driven 
about like cattle, in the most miserable condition, half 
starved and scarcely half clad-whatever little clothing 
they had carried with them in their hasty flight from 
their homes having been taken from them by the greedy 
and merciless Dogra soldiers. Sometimes for days no 
rations were served out to these wretched captives, and 
they were left dependant for subsistence on what chance 
threw in their way, or what the rude soldiery might be 
disposed to give them. On the re-assemblage of the army 
at Pelundheree, these prisoners were gathered into one 
large herd, consisting of about five thousand females of 
every age- They were now regularly penned in a sheep-fold 
secured by a strong hedge of prickly bushes, and here kept 
without any proper provision being made for their 
subsistence. The troops themselves, at this time, lived 
chiefly on the grain called Mukh or Mekei which they eat 
raw and a bundle or two of this was considered necessary 
to preserve them from actually dying of hunger. To quench 
their thirst they were once a day loosed from their fold 
and led to some neighbouring stream, and then like sheep 
driven back again. To such barbarous treatment, and other 
ill-usage, which it is not necessary to describe, no less than 
fourteen or fifteen hundred of these poor wretches fell 
victims during the halt at Pelundheree". 

How many male "insurgents" were butchered, he says.- 

"The males of the insurgent tribes had been almost entirely 
exterminated, some five Or six thousand of them, whose 
heads were tossed about the encampment in the sight ot 
their captive relatives, having been hunted down and 
slain during the halt of fifteen or sixteen days at 
Pelundheree. Altogether not less than fourteen or fifteen 
thousand people of those small tribes perished in this 
campaign". 

Ultimately what happened to Shams Khan is a tragic 
story. Those who had given protection to Shams Khan and his 
family, betrayed him treachlessly and handed him over to the 
Dogras troops. This is how Smyth describes it: 


"During the stay of the army at Pelundheree, some of the 
enemies of Shams Khan, for whose head Goolaub Sing had 
offered a very large reward, promised to lead the Raja’s 
forces to the spot in which the insurgent chief was secreted 
with a few his followers. Accordingly Meean Oottum Sing, 
with a strong detachment, was guided to the very house in 
which, by the advice of his betrayers, Shamas Khan had 
taken up his abode. He was there surprised while he and 
his attendants were asleep, and of course was immediately 
put to death. His head with that of his son, who was 
killed at the same time, was afterwards exhibited in an 
iron cage, at the top of the Adha Dek Pass above Poonch 
where it remained for some years. 

With the life of Shamas Khan ceased the last hopes and 
efforts of the insurgents. No further resistance was offered 
to the triumphant progress of the victors; and satisfied 
with the amount of punishment which he had inflicted, 
Goolaub withdrew his troops, retiring by various routes 
through the hills to Jummo". 

Some five or six thousand women, children and youngmen 
were taken prisoners. What happened to these miserable 
people, women, children and some young men is another woeful 
story. The same author has graphically put it thus:- 

"On his departure for his capital the Rajah ordered that 
the drove of captive females should be sent thither after 
him. During the march to that place, about seven hundred 
of them died from want or fatigue, while many more were 
privately carried off by the soldiery as their share of the 
booty. Thus of the five thousand females that had been 
collected in the sheepfold at Pelundheree, only about 
eight or nine hundred reached Jummo. From these some 
forty or fifty of the youngest and best looking were selected 
for the Rajah's Zenana, in which some of them are still 
living. The rest, with the exception of about a hundred 
who died from ill-treatment at Jummo, after being kept in 
the neighbourhood of that city for some time, were sold to 
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the highest bidders, and thus many of them were consigned 
to hopeless slavery". 

Fi nally Smyth gives last touches to his story like this; 

"Thus was the Sudhun insurrection suppressed and 
revenged, and such was its immediate but not its only 
result. Those who had escaped the sword of the conqueror, 
and were left at liberty in their hill-fastnesses, on 
returning to their homes found that they had yet an enemy 
to encounter more formidable than Jummo troops and their 
merciless leader. The fields having remained uncultivated 
and unsown during the occupation of the country by the 
enemy. Famine, with all its horrors, raged throughout the 
land. The wretched people were, therefore, again 
compelled to fly, and some thousands of them sought the 
means of subsistence in the nearest lowland districts, 
where, however, many of them perished of hunger, 
perhaps after selling their children for a rupee or two each 
to purchase food or preserve their lives and the lives of 
their offspring. 

Such was the fate of a people who dared to take up arms in 
an attempt to free themselves from the power of Rajah Goolaub 
Sing". 

Sudhan tribe, after surviving the Dogras atrocities of 1832- 
1840, re-emerged as a verile and strong people. In the great war 
of 1914-1919, they fought in Flanders and Turkey with British 
Annies. This war gave a new outlook to the Sudhans after they 
came back home as heroes of a world war. As a consequence of 
their participation in World wide event Sudhans not only 
gained their dignity but also got a new outlook on all matters of 
life. They improved their social conditions and habits. 

Some of them got elementary education in British Army 
Schools. They could now read and write letters home. Their 
country has a beautiful climate-snowy winter with strong 
winds blowing -- thus preparing them for any adversity. 
Coming of spring, with brilliant sunshine on ever green trees 
and hills make their country a heaven on earth. Small singsong 
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streams flow in this land after snow slowly melts urtcQMr 1 ANY 
powerful sun. 

They till their land half-heartedly because it is not very 
productive. They, in my opinion, make excellent soldiers but 
poor tillers of soil. The soil itself is not very cooperative. 

The Sudhans rather would go out, in a spirit of adventure 
abroad than stay at home and patiently wait for the crop to 
grow and ripe. Sudhans are an impatient people with a strong 
go in them. 

The Sudhans are very sensitive clan. They will not 
tolerate deliberate insult. If insulted, they can fight back to 
establish their dignity. They can quarrel with each other over 
small matters, for example land, for years. They never commit 
rape, but a Sudhan would like a good looking girl to run away 
with him. Such a thing can start perpetual feud between 
families for years. 

This brings us to the last great war and Sudhans history. 

This war gave Sudhans a great chance to fight on all fronts of 
the war. They fought in North Africa and Europe all over. 
Against the Japanese, they fought in Burma, Indonesia, 
Malaysia and other fronts. 

After Sudhans came back from war fronts, Indo-Pakistan 
continent was witnessing a unique political struggle and was on 
the verge of independence. This struggle for independence 
affected every big or small town. A new age was emerging with 
a brilliance never witnessed for ages before. 

Sudhans were thus affected by the magnificent struggle for 
freedom. Dogra rule seemed miserably crumbling along with 
the British Raj, where the sun never set for two hundred years 
or so. Filled with a spirit of new urge to be free, the Sudhans, 
like all Kashmiri patriots, were, ready to do their part in 
freedom struggle. In fact they were the first to challenge the 
Maharaja and his armies all over the state. All other tribes big 
and small joined them later. 
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The Dogras being conscious of this challenge, vigorously 
tried to suppress all such movements of the freedom fighters. 
Dogras spread their small armies over all parts of the state. 
This made these armies extremely vulnerable. When 
ultimately it came to fighting, the Dogras surrendered in most 
of the places without a fight and they surrendered their arms 
and ammunition also. All this happened in 1947-1949. Then the 
Indian army walked in. Azad Kashmir Forces fought the 
Indian army and their aeroplane for a year, till 1949. 

The struggle of the Azad Kashmir forces against the 
Indian army, which started in 1947, has been the subject of 
dispute between India and Pakistan. A large number of 
foreigners have given a detailed account of this fight for 
freedom by all Kashmiri people. I would like to quote some 
authors whose integrity cannot be questioned. Ian Stephens has 
written two books on Pakistan. One is 'Homed Moon” and the 
other is "Pakistan". In the second book, he has given an account 
of this straggle for freedom. It has a chapter on Kashmir. He 
says: 

"By the second week of September, the carnage in the now 
divided Punjab had spread over heavily, as mentioned, 
into adjacent territories to north, south, east and west; and 
for a while seemed likely to push uncontrollably on. And a 
curious point is that, of the four outflowings of disorder, it 
was the northward one—the one which then attracted 
least attention and indeed whose very existence, amidst 
the confusions, was largely unknown—that had the most 
intractable long-term effects”. 

This author has given a reliable account of the beginning of 
the Kashmir Liberation Movement. This should set at rest the 
controversy as to who started the movement. This also falsifies 
the claim of those people who unduly assume the credit of 
starting the movement in August, 1947. Let us see what Ian 
Stephens says on page 187, of his book "Pakistan", first 
published in 1963. He says:- 


"This was the rising against the Hindu Maharaja of 
Kashmir and his officials, away up in that ramshackle 
great State’s obscure Sudhnuti tract near West Punjab, by 
the sturdy Muslim peasantry, who included many ex¬ 
soldiers. They and their forebears had suffered long 
misrule under the princely regime; and the reports now 
reaching them of orgainsed butcheries of their fellow- 
Muslims by Sikhs and Hindus on the plains, and their 
consequent fears for their own future under Hindu Raj, 
goaded them into action. Their country, however, is a wild 
tangle of bulkily; forest-draped mountains, hard of access; 
roads through it, owing to intentional neglect by the 
Maharajah's Administration of a notoriously troublesome 
section of his subjects (very different from the plaint 
people around Srinagar), were few and bad; and 
communications across the Punjab to the main news- 
gathering centres in Delhi and Karachi had collapsed. So 
such knowledge of the rising as reached the outside world 
was fragmentary, and largely discounted. The best 
authority on it is Symonds; but his important material was 
not gathered till several weeks after it started. The next 
chapter goes into the affair further". 

This is how it began in Sudhanoti tract. Sudhans gave the 
lead and took up arms against a one hundred year old autocratic 
Hindu Maharajas whimsical rule. 

The author of the book "Pakistan" while giving the 
background, on page 197, describes the events:- 

"So much, briefly, as introduction. Now for the events of 
the latter part of 1947. Kashmir had from the outset been 
looked on by Muslim Leaguers as geographically an 
integral part of Pakistan-concept, and indeed, as 
mentioned in Chapter 4, the 'K' in Pakistan specifically 
stands for Kashmir. Soon after the June 3rd announcement 
however signs developed that influential Hindus were 
disinclined to let affairs rest on this basis. The ruler was 
Hindu; might not this be used to swing Kashmir into the 
Indian orbit? That such thoughts were astir seemed 
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unmistakable from the Press, and from conversations. Mr. 
Nehru’s emotional involvement in the State’s affairs — he 
was a Kashmiri pandit by ancestry -- had already shown 
itself, both in his writings, and in his odd conduct during 
the previous summer's negotiations with the British 
Cabinet Mission, when he dashed off to Kashmir on a 
relatively trifling political pretext. And during the few 
weeks remaining between the June 3rd announcement and 
Independence Day, the State had several other 
noteworthy visits: from Acharya Kirpalani, now President 
of the Congress Party; from rulers of certain princely States 
in East Punjab, notably Patiala and Kapurthala States, 
where appalling slaughter of Muslims was soon to begin; 
and most suggestive of all, from Mr. Gandhi, who had 
never shown marked interest in Kashmir affairs during his 
political career as yet". 

How Indian leaders, including Mahatama Gandhi, wooed 
the Maharaja is given in this paragraph:- 

"And before long much curious rumour got a float-people 
experienced in the subcontinent's way are wary both of 
believing rumour and of ignoring it - to the effect that Mr. 
Gandhi had succeeded where Acharya Kirpalani had 
failed; that his influence, coinciding with that wielded 
over the superstitious Maharani by a Brahmin priest in 
the princely entourage, had persuaded the Maharaja that 
accession to India was his destined and proper course; that 
he would announce this when opportunity arose; and that 
assurances of it had been privily passed to Delhi. On the 
other hand, there were those who said that the 
Maharajah remained in a mood of obstinate, feeble 
indecision—which seemed rather in character. That, 
evidently, was the impression formed by Lord 
Mountbatten, and later by Isma.y, who successively visited 
the State in June and August to press on him the urgent need 
for declaring what he meant to do. At the crucial moment 
he evaded the former’s attentions by sudden inability to be 
seen, owing to 'colic'. And Ismay has amusingly recounted 
the impossibility of engaging him in any political 
discussion at all.” 
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Then, 

"But besides all this, some concrete facts did emerge. 
During July, he enlarged his army—it was overwhelmingly 
Hindu-Sikh, few Muslims were ever recruited to it, despite 
their being 77 per cent of the population — and moved units 
to Pooch and Jammu areas, not far from the Punjab 
boundary. Those were doubtless reasonable precautions in 
themselves, at so critical a time; but they were made 
noteworthy by the simultaneous issue of orders that 
Muslim civilians in those areas having weapons must 
surrender them. And as Independence Day passed, and the 
State's future remained undisclosed, there were that 
seemed other pointers: the abrupt dismissal from the 
Prime Ministership of Mr. Kak, a Westernised Kashmiri 
Pandit who was understood to have recommended accession 
to Pakistan on practical grounds; the appointment by Mr. 
Nehru as Minister without portfolio in the Indian Cabinet 
Delhi of Mr. Gopalaswami Ayyengar, an able, reputedly 
anti-Muslim Brahmin who had been Prime Minister of 
Kashmir from 1937 to 1943; and then the very significant 
release from jail in Srinagar of Sheikh Abdullah, leader 
of one of the State's two political parties, the pro-Indian 
National Conference, although the leader of the rival 
pro-Pakistani Muslim Conference, Chaudhuri Ghulam 
Abbas, remained incarcerated. There had also, amid the 
fog of rumour during these weeks, been interesting reports of 
road-building projects or activities in the State's extreme 
south-eastern edge, near the Indian border. The 
atmosphere in the Vale at this time, heavy with whisper 
and suspense, intrigue and abscure surmise, is well depicted 
in Wilfrid Russell's book". 

Role of Sudhan tribe has been narrated in this book in a 
unbiased manner. And also controversy as to who started the 
war of liberation has been finally set at rest. It must be said, at 
this stage, that some people try to twist the facts of history in 
their favour. Their claim that they started the movement must 
now unequivocally stand contradicted for all time. 

The author, an unbiased historian, had the courage to 
say:- 
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"Meanwhile, in the Sudhnuti tract of Poonch province, an 
event had, as we know, occurred of which, at the time, the 
outside world learnt almost nothing, and which Indian 
propaganda has since persistently brushed aside; an event 
which, linked with its horrible and speedy sequel in 
Jammu province, bulks far larger, in human terms, than the 
much—publicised inrush of Pathan tribesmen via 
Baramula towards the end of October—which was the 
actual precipitating cause of the Indo-Pakistani crisis. 
Alarmed by the strengthening of the Maharajah's army, 
by his order that local civilians must give up weapons, and 
by the continuing lurid reports of rioting in the nearby 
Punjab, the Sudhan foresters and herdsmen and petty 
cultivators, from their dwellings amidst little terraced 
fields on the Himalayan slopes, rose in revolt against the 
princely regime, whose exactions they had long bitterly 
resented, and against which they had managed to stage a 
minor rising in the early 1930’s. The revolt started with 
scattered incidents in the last week of July, and by end of 
August was well under way. But confusion in the Punjab, 
then, was such that authentic contemporary news of it 
never reached the press. The best authority on it, as 
mentioned, is Symonds, who also gives particulars of the 
atrocious tax-system under which the Sudhans groaned. 
Essentially, their was a straight forward peasant revolt, 
the religious beliefs of the participants being irrelevant; 
an uprising of the oppressed against ancient feudal 
tyrannies; the sort of thing that ought to have got 
sympathetic acknowledgment from someone of Mr. Nehru’s 
ideals. His then helper and confident. Sheikh Abdullah, 
frankly stated the facts as early as October'21st. 

Besides being a sturdy lot, the Sudhans had some military 
experience to draw on. The recruiting authorities in British 
India had long ago recognised their qualities, and during 
World War II 40,000 or more of them had served in the 
undivided Indian Army. In consequence, despite woeful 
shortage of arms-which they strove to collect by sending 
inquirers to the village arms-factories away in the Pathan 
tribal country -- their revolt achieved quick successes 
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against the Maharaja's forces, who worsened things for 
themselves by indiscriminate burning of Sudhan villages. 
The smoke could be seen from as far as the Murree hills in 
West Punjab, and is remembered to this day. By the end of 
September, large tracts of Poonch province had been freed 
of princely rule-permanently, as affairs turned out . 

After describing events in Jammu Province, the author 
comes back to Sudhan's role as thus:- 

"As has been mentioned, the leaders of the Sudhnuti 
revolt—which later evolved into the 'Azad Kashmir 
movement—had sent men across the Indus Plain into 
Pathan tribal territory to seek arms. At this time, and on 
into November, the future political relations (if any) of 
the quasi-autonomous Pathan tribes with Pakistan were 
entirely uncertain. Discussions had begun, and it was 
hoped that these formidable, restless people would decide 
to accede to the new-formed Sate, if only — by the cynical - 
- because their scope for mischief would be greater 
otherwise; but the necessary jirgas had not been held. It 
would be fair to say that the Pakistan authorities felt 
frightened of the tribes, and conscious that, at least for the 
nonce, they lacked the physical means for coping with 
them. The Pakistan Army as yet scarcely existed, it was in 
process of formation out of the previous Army of undivided 
India; bits of the latter were still being shuttled about the 
map, Hindu and Sikh ones remaining untransferred on 
Pakistani soil, and Muslim ones on Indian. And for decades, 
the tribes had proved an intractable, dangerous thorn in 
the flesh of the much stronger British regime. As recently 
as 1937-8, those of Waziristan alone, for months, had 
pinned down no fewer than 50,000 troops of the Imperial 
forces in sanguinary guerrilla warfare". 

This author has taken a lot of trouble to describe fully 
other events which have affected deeply till today the 
relations between India and Pakistan. 

Before I close this chapter on the question as to who 
started the Liberation Movement, in 1947, let me quote Joseph 
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Kju-bd as a final authority. On page 66 of his book "Danger in 
Kashmir", he says:- & 

TVhatever the validity of the mutual accusations, there 
is little doubt that Kashmir was brewing with revolt 
against the Maharaja long before the tribesmen invaded 
the country. The political opposition launched in 1930 was 
earned into an open resistance in 1946. This was resumed in 
the spnng of 1947, and it reached a critical climax in the 
summer when the news of the fratricidal struggle in Punjab 
echoed throughout Kashmir. 

The Maharaja apparently was thoroughly aware of the 
situation. He strengthened the Sikh and Hindu garrisons 
in the Muslim areas. Then, towards the end of July, he 
ordered the Muslim to deposit arms with the police. The 
Muslims answered by organizing themselves in guerrilla 
groups in the wild hills of West Poonch, where their 
movements remained unnoticed for some time. They were 
led by seasoned soldiers who previously had been 
demobilized from the British Indian Army. They 
organised the smuggling of arms. Messengers were sent to 
the tribal areas of the North-West Frontier Province 
where manufacturing of small arms and ammunitions had 
been practiced for years. The Muslim partisans in the hills 

With these wea P° ns - Many ex-servicemen from 
World War II, hearing about the Maharaja's expeditions 
against Muslim villages, evacuated their families to West 
Punjab, where their relatives lived, and returned to Jammu 
to fight the Dogra rule". 

Then the author clinches the matter by stating:- 

"This movement was led by a young Kashmiri, Sardar 
Mohammed Ibrahim Khan, who since June had traveled 
throughout the country, arousing the spirit of his 
countrymen. In August he narrowly escaped arrest in 
Srinagar and fled to Pakistan. At Murree he laid the 
foundation for a political movement of liberation, out of 
which later grew the Azad (Free) Kashmir government". 
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Chapter VIII 

TRIBAL PEOPLE 

WITH the beginning of the Movement of Azad Kashmir, 
the tribal people of the former Frontier Province and the 
surrounding territory came into prominence. Throughout British 
rule in United India, the Pathans in general, and the tribal 
people in particular, were invariably treated as 'hostiles'. The 
British Government in India had to keep a huge army to enforce 
peace and maintain law and order in this tribal territory along 
the former Frontier Province. As soon as Pakistan was 
established, the Government of Pakistan did a very wise thing. 
They withdrew Pakistan Army from the areas surrounding the 
tribal territory. The attitude of the Government pf Pakistan 
completely changed towards these tribes who are now living as 
good neighbours. In consequence the attitude of the tribal 
people towards the Pakistan Government and people of 
Pakistan has undergone a radical change. They have become 
great friends of Pakistan and the Government of Pakistan 
probably value them as an asset, and quite rightly so. 

The tribal people, particularly the Mahsoods and 
Mehmands, are a great fighting people. The Suleman Khel 
tribe from Afghanistan, also, are equally good fighters. It is 
pretty nearly an admitted fact that the Frontier Tribesmen are 
one of the very best, if not the best, marksmen in the world. 
There are facts to prove that the men of these tribes have 
performed miraculous deeds of bravery and heroism. I know 
some instances where the tribesmen performed extraordinary 
acts of personal bravery and heroism in the Kashmir struggle. 
If properly handled, the tribesmen will always be a great asset 
to Paldstan. 
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l “ ! ' -- ,fc pdi iition of India, in Past Punjab unbearable 
atrocities were committed on the Mussalmans. These atrocities 
came to be known all over the world. Stories of how Sikhs 

treated Mussalmans got very wide publicity all over Pakistan. 
In fact, the manner in which these miserable creatures were 

killed, their women raped, and their children killed in the 
presence ot parents, is too well known. As- soon as the Frontier 
Pathans and the tribesmen came to know of these stories, they 
flocked, with whatever arms they had, towards the West 

Punjab, to be allowed to go into the East Punjab. The West 
Punjab Government very rightly prevented their intrusion into 
East Punjab., though this action of the West Punjab Government 
never met with the approval either of the tribesmen or the 

public in general. 

Along with the stories of atrocities in the East Punjab, in 

the months of August, September and October,1947, the stories 
of the tragic happenings in the State of Jammu and Kashmir. 

began to appear in the West Punjab Press. It published stories of 
how the Mussalmans in the State of Jammu and Kashmir were 
faced with a similar fate as they had met in other East Punjab 

State. A beginning of the general butchery had already been 
made in the city of Jammu and in the districts of Udhampur and 

Kathua. 1 he tribesmen and the Pathans of the Frontier 

Provinces, and, particularly, the people ir. the adjoining 
district of Abbottabad, got to know of the impending fate of the 
Mussalmans of Kashmir. A huge Lashkar of tribesmen started 
off on their own from different parts of the tribal territory, and 
infiltrated into Kashmir, through the district of 
Muzaffarabad. Muzaftarabad city and district were dominated 
by Sikhs. All Sikhs in this district and Baramuia city were 
heavily armed. A large number of Sikhs had also entered 
Muzaffarabad from the Frontier Province with arms. The 
existence of a militant force in this district and Baramuia city 
jeopardised the safety and security of the Mussalmans. Because 
of the mounting tension in Hindus, Sikhs and Mussalmans in the 
West Punjab, and what had happened in the East Punjab, these 
Sikhs became a real danger to the people in these areas In fact 
the Mussalmans in the city of Muzaffarabad were in danger of 
being completely wiped out. 


It was in these circumstances that the people of 
-routier Province, and the tribes, came to the timely rescu 

■ Muslim part of the Dogra Ai 

jomed this Laskhar of tribesmen. We were able to liquidate 
en re ogra Army from Kohala to Srinagar within the si 
period ot a week or so. This Lashkar of the tribesmen, plus 
Mus im part of the regular Dogra Army, had captured 
whole territory right up to Shaking on the outskirts 

iih'rwT' surrounded the aerodrome in Badgam. On 
26th October, 1947 the Indian Army entered the ffght and 

■ad to retreat to Un, and then Chinari, leaving all t 
erntory. Thm days were certainly cnrci .1 in the Lory 
this campaign of liberation of Kashmir. If we had cam w 
nnagar which had already been deserted in so cowardh 
manner by the Maharaja and his troop, the history of Kash 
would have been different. 
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On the partition of India, in East Punjab unbearable 
atrocities were committed on the Mussalmans. These atrocities 
came to be known all over the world. Stories of how Sikhs 
treated Mussalmans got very wide publicity all over Pakistan. 
",7 * he manner ^ which these miserable creatures were 
killed, their women raped, and their children killed in the 
presence of parents, is too well known. As soon as the Frontier 
1 athans and the tribesmen came to know of these stories, they 
flocked, with whatever arms they had, towards the West 
1 unjab to be allowed to go into the East Punjab. The West 
Punjab Government very rightly prevented their intrusion into 
East Punjab, though this action of the West Punjab Government 

never met with the approval either of the tribesmen or the 
public in general. 

. AI °ng with the stories of atrocities in the East Punjab, in 
e months of August, September and Octobcr,1947, the stories 
of the tragic happenings in the State of Jammu and Kashmir 
began to appear in the West Punjab Press. It published stories of 
how the Mussalmans in the.State of Jammu and Kashmir were 
aced with a similar fate as they had met in other East Punjab 
State. A beginning of the general butchery had already been 
made in the city of Jammu and in the districts of Udhampur and 
Kathua. The tribesmen and the Pathans of the Frontier 
Provinces, and, particularly, the people in the adjoining 
district of Abbottabad, got to know of the impending fate of the 
Mussalmans of Kashmir. A huge Lashkar of tribesmen started 
off on their own from different parts of the tribal territory, and 
infiltrated into Kashmir, through the district of 
Muzaffarabad. Muzaffarabad city and district were dominated 
by Sikhs. All Sikhs in this district and Baramula city were 
heayriy armed. A large number of Sikhs had also entered 
Muzaffarabad from the Frontier Province with arms The 
existence of a militant force in this district and Baramula city 
jeopardised the safety and security of the Mussalmans. Because 
of the mounting tension in Hindus, Sikhs and Mussalmans in the 
West Punjab, and what had happened in the East Punjab, these 
Sikhs became a real danger to the people in these areas. In fact 
the Mussalmans in the city of Muzaffarabad were in danger of 
being completely wiped out. 
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or more fully armed and equipped men came by motor 
transport, crossed over to the territory of the State of 
Jammu and Kashmir, sacked the town of Muzaffarabad, 
killing many people, and proceeded along the Jhelum 
Valley road towards Srinagar, the summer capital of 
Jammu and Kashmir State. Intermediate towns and 
villages were sacked and burnt, and many people killed. 
These raiders were stopped by Kashmir State troops near 
Uri, a town some fifty miles from Srinagar, for some time, 
but the invaders got round them and burnt the power house 
at Mahora, which supplied electricity to the whole of 
Kashmir." 

Then, again, in para No.8 of the complaint, the Indian 
representative alleged that- 

"The intervention of the Government of India resulted in 
the saving of Srinagar. The raiders were driven back from 
Baramula to Uri, and are held there by Indian troops. 
Nearly 19,000 raiders face the Dominion forces in this 
area. Since operations in the Valley of Kashmir started, 
pressure by the raiders against the Western and South- 
Western border of Jammu and Kashmir State has been 
intensified. Exact figures are not available. It is 
understood, however, that nearly 15,000 raiders are 
operating against this part of the State. State troops are 
besieged in certain areas. Incursions by the raiders into 
State territory, involving murder, arson, loot and the 
abduction of women, continue. The booty is collected and 
carried over to the tribal areas to serve as an inducement to 
the further recruitment of tribesmen to the ranks of the 
raiders. In addition to those actively' participating in the 
raid, tribesmen and others, estimated to 100,000, have been 
collected in different places in the districts of West Punjab 
bordering Jammu and Kashmir State, and many of them are 
receiving military training under Pakistan nationals, 
including officers of the Pakistan Army. They are looked 
after in Pakistan territory, fed, clothed, armed and. 
otherwise equipped, and transported to the territory of 
Jammu and Kashmir State with the help, direct and 
indirect, of Pakistan officials, both military and civil.” 


* alle S ati£>ns contained in this complaint were 
thoroughly refuted by the Foreign Minister of Pakistan in the 
debate which subsequently took place in the Security Council 
t is certainly true that tribesmen, as they proceeded on to 
Srinagar committed certain excesses but surely the allegations 
contained m the complaint by India are not correct. The reasons 
which unpeHed the tribesmen to come into the Kashmir 
liberation movement have been examined. In spite of India's 
propaganda that the tribesmen were sent into Kashmir at the 
instance of the Government of Pakistan, the central fact 
remains that the people of West Pakistan were deeply stirred 
by the developments in Kashmir and there was a universal 
desire to go to the succour of the oppressed Muslims of Jammu 
and Kashmir, many of whom had close ties of blood and 
kinship with the residents of the former N.W.F.P. and former 
West Punjab. Consequently, a considerable number of tribesmen 
an r f!‘ ent u S °* West Pakistan, including refugees from India, 
rossed the borders of the State on the 22nd October, 1947 in 
order to help their brethren in distress. 

The Government of Pakistan did its best to stop this 
incursion, but, with its Army in the process oflreorganisation 
and all available troops engaged in rescue operations in East 
Punjab or bed doWn to the North-Western Frontier, it could not 
stem the tide of tribal advance. Excitement in the tribal area 
was indeed so great that it is doubtful whether anything short 
of a large-scale military operation could check the tribal 
movement. Pakistan was not in a position to undertake such an 
operation, nor would it have been approved by public opinion. 

When[tribesmen did come to our aid their management 
became a difficult problem. Like all armies; they also marched 
and fought on their bellies. To manage different camps on a long 
road where these tribesmen could be fed, was an extraordinary 
job. Since we were not conversant with their habits, ways of life 
or their temperament we had some difficulties in understanding 

them in the beginning. Matters became easier when we came to 
know them. 

Tribesmen need constant and careful watch in war. One 
could not expect them to fight and conquer, and theh hold 
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ground. That is where we made a terrific mistake. Tribesmen 
are a fluid element. They must have a professionally trained 
force with them so that the ground covered may be held by such 
a force. When the tribal Lashkar retreated from Srinagar, we 
had no other troops to hold the territory evacuated by them. If 
we had some regular troops from Poonch or other areas, we 
could have held ground in the valley by the use of hill 
positions. In fact this is what happened over the top of Un, 
where, though India occupied road positions, we held the hi s 
to make it impossible for Indian troops to have a link wit 
Poonch, where they remained surrounded for months. This 
action is a lesson for the future that the tribes are good for a 
large-scale attack where the enemy may be running, or where 
they may not have dug in. 

Tribesmen are good at two things. They are, in truth, 
masters of these. One is laying of an ambush and the other is 
dagger fighting when surrounded by the enemy. When 
tribesmen know that a hundred lorries are carrying ammunition 
you can safely leave it to them to lay an ambush in a fashion 
unknown to regular troops. They simply crawl over the whole 
ground, camouflage themselves perfectly to spring a unique 
surprise on the enemy. This happened in the Kashmir fight on 
a large number of occasions. The other thing in which the 
tribesmen beat everybody is in dagger fighting. Once tribesmen 
are surrounded by the enemy, one can be sure that a tribesmen 
will fight with his knife. In the battle for the Pandu hills on 
Muzaffarabad front, I am told, tribesmen used the dagger with 
great success. 

One cannot use tribesmen in an attack, though 
Sulemankhel on Nowshera front did marvelously well in an 
attack also. Tribesmen fight in small groups, using all sorts of 
weapons, and crawling up to enemy positions. But before they 
prepare for a thing like this, they have got to be put m that 
mood. They start by beating their drums not caring that the 
enemy would know their position. Tribesmen had to suffer 
losses on many occasions due to such, things. Very heavy because 
a tribal attack never consists of a large group of men. 


It is a moot point whether or not we should have 
withdrawn the tribesmen from Kashmir front. One loss that we 
have suffered in withdrawing them made the value of their 
physical presence evident. Tribesmen were in reality a great 
threat to the enemy. It is not now possible to have them bade on 
the front because it may involve Pakistan in international 
complications. On the other hand, it would have been a 
difficult job to maintain huge Lashkars of tribesmen on the 
front. Their management is a job which is not altogether free 
from difficulties. And, in any case, how long would it have been 
possible for any government to maintain a disorganized 
Lashkar on the front sticking to some positions doing nothing? 
You cannot use tribesmen as a regular army. That in fact is what 
makes tribesmen different from the regular forces. 

The Azad Kashmir people will owe a debt of gratitude to 
the tribesmen for generations to come for coming to their rescue 
at a very critical time. There may have been excesses but 
excesses are committed in all wars, even by regular armies. The 
Indian army of occupation on Kashmir committed excess beyond 
one's imagination and description. Tribesmen have great 
qualities of comradeship and sincerity. They are simple and 
brotherly. They cannot tolerate insults and are always quick to 
retaliate if insulted. 
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Chapter IX 


AZAD KASHMIR ARMY 


A fine small army was produced during the Azad Kashmir 
movement. I have narrated the circumstances which 
necessitated the formation of this army. The Dogra Army, in 
complete co-operation with the RSSS, starte paying a 
dangerous role in Jammu and Kashmir State. Very fortunately, 
the designs of these forces came to be known to ^epeopiein 
time. These designs were clandestinely backed by 
Government of the time. The combination of these circumstances 
left no other alternative with the people of the State but to 
prepare to defend themselves. The age-long tyranny or the 
Dogra Maharajas had made people bend completely under 
their oppression but the designs of a mass annihilation cou 
not be tolerated. 

How the of Azad Kashmir Movement took its birth has 
been described elsewhere. As a natural result of the people s 
will to overthrow a reign of tyranny, which now sanctioned 
butchery, an Army came to be formed in a crude shape, which 
in due course, modified itself into a regular army, to be 
respected even by the enemy. In the beginning, the leaders p 
of this people’s Army was in the hands of local commanders 
who were trained soldiers of either the 1914-19 war or the last 
war of 1939-45. Under them were fully-trained young released 
soldiers of the old Indian Army. These soldiers had fought in 
Libya, Malaya and Burma in the Second World War and m 
European campaigns in the two World Wars, ey * 
other people who had fought for their freedom against Hitler 
and other P forces of Fascism. These soldiers were not mere 
dummies but soldiers who were conscious of their fig ~ 
fight for freedom. These soldiers were not soldiers of fortune, 
nor a group of paid men, because they received no pay. The 
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Azad Army was a people's Army in the real sense of the term, 
which was spontaneously formed as a result of a people's will 
and resolution to free their land of a Government which had 
completely alienated the sympathies of the people and had 
used force and third degree methods to suppress them. 

There was no plan or method of regular recruitment. What 
exactly happened was this: The possibility of mass 
annihilation by the Dogra troops, who were stationed in 
different centres and villages throughout the State, came to be 
confronted by the people, who then started organising 
themselves into formations which could fight it out with the 
Dogra troops. Small village bands were organised to begin 
with. From villages, these organisations grew into sector 
organisations, and a sector organisation was under the 
authority of a Sector Commander. From Sectors they developed 
this organisation into an Area Command. An Area Command 
was presided over by the senior-most officer amongst them. 
From an Area Command, the .whole thing enlarged itself into 
different commands, and started operating on different fronts. 
The front Commanders held under them a number of battalions, 
which were never organised into Brigades. 

With the beginning of the campaign, there could not 
possibly be a unified Command. Therefore, where there were 
Dogra troops stationed, the Azad Army grew into Battalion 
shape or a Company formation, as the case was, and took up 
their local fight with Dogra Garrison under the command of a 
locally chosen leader. But as soon as the areas were cleared, 
and fronts were established on a regular line, these small 
formations evolved into bigger formations, till they developed 
into front commands. Actual unification of command took place 
about three months after under General Tariq, who was a 
capable officer. 

The main handicaps that this Army organisation suffered, 
were a deadly lack of weapons and an absence of any line of 
communication. Therefore, so far as their supplies of rations 
were concerned they were all collected locally and supplied to 
the troops on the front by the local people themselves. How the 
local people co-operated with their army, and got themselves 
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into this army machine, surprises one when one looks at it now. 
The proof of how marvellously people can act in a crisis was 
given by these people. 

How this revolt in the State of Jammu and Kashmir 
originated, and how the people took up arms against the 
established government of Maharaja Hari Singh, was very 
well described by Sheikh Abdullah himself. As reported by 
the Associated Press of India under the dateline. New Delhi, 
October 21,1947, Sheikh Abdullah expressed himself as 
follows- 

"That the present troubles in Poonch, a feudatory of 
Kashmir, were because of the- policy adopted by the State. 
The people of Poonch who suffered under their local ruler, 
and again under the Kashmir Durbar, who was the over- 
lord of the Poonch ruler, had started a people's movement 
for the redress of their grievances. It was not communal. 
'The Kashmir State sent their troops, and there was panic 
in Poonch. But most of the adult population in Poonch were 
ex-Servicemen in the Indian Army, who had close 
connection with the people in Jhelum and Rawalpindi. 
They evacuated their women and children, crossed the 
Frontier, and returned with arms supplied to them by 
willing people. The present position was that the 
Kashmir State Forces were forced to withdraw in certain 
areas." 

The same story has been repeated in different language by 
Pandit Prem Nath Bazaz, one of the Hindu leaders of Kashmir, 
in these words- 

”In Poonch, where thousands of demobilized Muslim 
veterans of the Second World War live, an open armed 
rebellion broke out against the Maharaja and his new 
administration. The rebellion spread rapidly to the 
adjoining area of Mirpur, where also war veterans live in 
large numbers. Instead of realising what he had done, 
Maharaja Hari Singh, egged on by Congress leaders and 
the new Counsellors, despatched the whole of the Dogra 
Army to quell the disturbances, or, as one Rajput Colonel 


puts it: 'to reconquer the area’. The Army perpetrated 
unheard of atrocities on the people of Poonch; whole 
villages were burned down and innocent people massacred. 
Reports reaching Srinagar were not allowed to be 
published in the press, and no official reports were issued 
to allay the fears of the public. This happened -in 
September, and the tribesmen did not enter the State 
before 23rd of October, 1947. 

As the war hardened in Kashmir, and the front stabilized, 
the Azad Kashmir Army started its own training centres to feed 
its fighting forces. It had become necessary, because, after all, 
the Azad Kashmir Area had only a population of ten lacs, and 
it could not supply trained soldiers to an Army which had 
swelled to over 50,000. Young boys came forward to enlist 
themselves in the Azad Army. Some of them were only 15/16 
years of age. I saw some of these boys on the front during the 
Azad Kashmir War. Once I saw a young soldier coming back on 
foot to his headquarters. This young lad was hardly 15 years of 
age, and was completely covered with dirt and lice,. He was 
bare-footed, and without any uniform worth the name. He had 
been fighting on a ridge which was at least seven thousand feet 
high and covered with snow. This young lad had been on the 
front with his rifle for days together. I was told later, that he 
was ordered back to headquarters for a change and had left the 
front with tears in his eyes. Similarly, small boys ran away 
from their homes and joined different units, trained themselves 
on the front, and then fought without regular rations or uniform 
of any sort, and of course, without any kind of pay. 

It is difficult to narrate, in any detail, all or even a few 
instances of personal braveiy. But I would like to mention some 
of them which are in my personal knowledge because of my 
close contact with the Azad Army. One Subedar, who was an 
M.C. of the old Indian Army, was leading an attack on a Dogra 
position in the Mang area, of Tehsil Sudhanoti of Poonch. This 
was the last of a number of pockets of resistance which was to 
be liquidated. The Dogras were entrenched in a school building 
which was housing a lot of ammunition and Arms belonging to 
the enemy. This school building was defended by probably two 
or three soldiers of the enemy. I must incidentally mention here 
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that Dogra is a good fighter and can easily be considered one of 
the best fighters among the Hindus. The situation had become 
desperate for us because reinforcements to relieve this small 
garrison had come within sight and started bombarding the 
place with a 3" mortar. Our soldiers wanted arms and 
ammunition very badly. If this school building was captured to 
our men they could get a lot of arms and ammunition. The 
difficulty was that this building was being defended by means 
of a bren. gun, which makes all the difference. At that stage our 
boy s could not even dream of possessing a bren gun. This great 
Subedar crawled all the way and reached the window of the 
building where these bren guns seemed to be posted. He wanted 
to jump on the soldiers who were using the bren guns. As soon as 
he tried to do so, a burst of shots pierced him through his chest. 
He was followed by his two nephews, who also met the same 
fate; but a number of others followed and the school building 
surrendered and we captured a large store of arms and 
ammunition. 


terror that as tribesmen they are. During the month of August, 
1947, the first conflict that took place With the Dogra Army 
was in a place named Khaigala, round about Rawalakot Area 
of Tehsil Sudhanoti of Poonch. The Dogra Army was sending 
forces to different area. Half a battalion's strength was being 
sent to Bagh to suppress the 'trouble' there. The Bagh people 
had requested the Rawalakot people to stop, or at least 
hamper, the progress of this Dogra Battalion. Five hundred 
people without arms gathered to stop this unit. These people 
had stones and axes in their hands. This crowd was duly 
warned by the Commander of the unit, who never expected 
anything from the people except a demonstration, till a volley 
of stones started, with the result that some Dogra Army 
soldiers were injured. On this the Dogra unit opened fire on the 
crowd, killing a large number of people. How these people with 
their sheer courage and audacity opposed a regular army unit is 
an instance without parallel. 


When the Indian Army started their push towards Kotli 
in the end of 1948, the position became every precarious. The 
Indian Army started their offensive with tanks. This being 
hilly area, there was no big tank formation, but attack was 
nevertheless led by a number of tanks. We, of course, had no 
tanks nor anti-tank guns. A large number of boys volunteered to 
attack the advancing tanks with grenades. They laid an 
ambush and jumped into the tanks with grenades in their 
hands. These boys were slashed to ribbons but the tanks were 
put out of action. We are told Japanese soldiers performed great 
deeds of personal bravery but I am sure our soldiers did no less. 

On the Bhimber front in the district of Mirpur, a tribesman 
of the Sulemankhel Tribe performed an equally great de< d 
when he crawled for about 400 yards and jumped on three 
soldiers who had been operating a machine-gun post. On all 
fronts, Mahsood and Mohamand tribesmen laid ambush for 
lorries in a way which by itself was a great feat of personal 
courage. In the hospitals, I saw these young men often severly 
wounded but they were always in high spirits. Tribesmen are 
great soldiers, but only as tribesmen. If we try to train them and 
teach them the regular tactics of army/they are no longer the 


The Azad Army later on was commanded by good officers. 
Though some of these officers had their limitations even some 
substantial work was done to organise the Army on a real war 
basis. In all these efforts for making the Azad Kashmir Army a 
regular organisation. General Tariq played a great part. 
Indeed, it was General Tariq's presence which kept some of 
these officers together. 

The Azad Army played a unique historical role. In spirit, 
in their devotion to a cause and in their unprecedented 
sacrifices, the Azad Army will be placed as second to none. 
After the cease-fire was ordered in the State of Jammu and 
Kashmir its units were given training and put into gear. 
Officers were given to these units, in their training centres, to 
bring them upto the level of a regular Army. Azad Army forces 
were reduced from 40-45 Battalions to about 30 Battalions. 

The Army of Azad Kashmir is naturally an ally of the 
Pakistan Army. The Pakistan Army has to play an historical 
role in Asia, not only in the defence of the land of Pakistan but 
also in the defence of those principles on the basis of which 
Pakistan has come into existence. In the context of present 
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international affairs, the Pakistan Army will indeed one day 
be called upon to perform great deeds. If any such occasion 
arises, Azad Army men will stand shoulder to shoulder with 
the Pakistan Army soldiers. We must never forget that the 
Pakistan Army is the greatest asset of Pakistan. The 
magnificent role played by the Pakistan Army during the 
Kashmir campaign in their own way does not strictly fall 
within the purview of this small book. Pakistan Army is not an 
Army definitely of occupation in Azad Kashmir, as is the 
Indian Army in occupied Kashmir. Pakistan army is there to 
defend their frontiers and to defend the values on the basis of 
which Pakistan was formed. These soldiers are there also to 
defend the lives, property and homes of the Kashmiri 
Mussalmans. 

Under the U.N.C.I.P. Resolution, a cease-fire had been 
agreed upon in Jammu and Kashmir State. This U.N.C.I.P. 
Resolution was mainly in three parts- 

(a) The cease-fire agreement; 

(b) The truce agreement; and 

(c) The plebiscite period. 

After the cease-fire had been agreed upon agreement on 
the truce had to follow and was to be implemented by the 
Government of India and Pakistan, but this did not prove to be a 
smooth sailing. As soon as the question of demilitarization was 
taken up, India tried to wriggle out of the undertakings to 
implement the resolutions of the U.N.C.I.P. by putting in fresh 
proposals in order to defeat the demilitarization plan. India in 
her attempt to by-pass the accepted demilitarization terms 
raised two objections: 

(a) Disposal of Azad Kashmir Forces; 

(b) Question of the administration and defence of the 
Northern Areas. 

When the Government of India raised the question of 
disposal of Azad Kashmir Forces, the U.N.C.I.P. took a clear- 
cut and unambiguous stand. The Commission in their letter of 
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September 19, 1948, addressed to the Foreign Minister of 
Pakistan, said- 

"Moreover, the Commission agreed that it will be anxious 
to reduce the truce period to a minimum, and that the 
resolution does not contemplate the disarmament or 
disbanding of Azad Kashmir Forces". 

The Commission made the position clear in more or less the 
same language to the Government of India. The Commission's 
Chairman in his letter to the Prime Minister of India dated 
August 17, 1948 said that:- 

"Limited Government of Indian forces would remain, and 
that on the other side only the Azad people would remain 
in their position." 

Before the controversy about the disbandment and 
disarmament of the Azad Kashmir Forces became extremely 
acute, the Secretary-General of the Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India, Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai, stated 
to the Commission as follows- 

"The disarming of Azad Forces is really a matter of 
chronology. First there must be a cease-fire and, after that 
a truce, as envisaged in Parts I and II of the Commission's 
resolution of 13th August, 1948. After that, the condition 
precedent to arranging for the holding of the plebiscite, is 
the creation of conditions in which the Kashmir Nationals 
can return to the. area now in the occupation of Azad 
Kashmir Forces. So far as non-Muslims are concerned, such 
a movement will not take place until large-scale 
disarmament of these forces had been carried out". 

The point of contention was whether the Azad Kashmir 
Forces should be disbanded and dissolved before the plebiscite 
stage, or whether the U.N.C.I.P. resolution contemplated the 
disposal and disposition of the Azad Kashmir Forces by the 
Plebiscite Administrator himself. The Government of India 
maintained, that before the Indian troops can be withdrawn, 
Azad Kashmir Forces should be disbanded. The Commission 
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and the- Government of Pakistan^ on the other hand, held- the 
view that,, according to the UJN.C.I.P. resolution, the 
disposition and disposal of Azad Kashmir Forces only lies with 
the Plebiscite Administrator before the actual plebiscite takes 
place. Only on that particular point of time, the question of 
disbanding or disposal or disposition of the Azad Kashmir 
Forces can be considered, and not before that. 

Foreign Minister of Pakistan, in his speech during the 
Security Coundl’s Session of February, 1950, stated 

"The next question to consider is, whether India is right in 
contending that the Commission’s Resolutions required 
that the Azad Kashmir Forces should be disbanded and 
disarmed during the truce stage, or whether Pakistan is 
correct in contending that this has to take place during the 
plebiscite stage. On that, of course, the best evidence is the 
language of the Resolutions itself. In that respect, I would 
first submit that the Resolution of 13 August, 1947, which 
deals with the cease-fire and truce, makes no reference to 
the Azad Forces whatsoever, and that, in itself, is 
conclusive evidence that the disbanding and disarming of 
the Azad Kashmir forces, such as was later contemplated, 
was not to take place under the Resolution, that is to say," 
not during the truce stage. This was repeatedly explained 
both to Pakistan and to India. 

Mr. Korbel, Chairman of the Commission, expressed his 
views on this matter in the following words:- 

That the Commission had taken great pains to assure the 
military balance on both sides, and the element of balance 
had been continually at the back of the Commission’s 
mind, while drafting the resolution." 

Mr. Korbel then asked the Foreign Minister of Pakistan to 
take note of the fact that- 

"Even after the withdrawal of the Pakistan .Army, the 
Azad Forces would still muster 35 battalions of armed 
people, who were not asked to disarm or to withdraw". 


Ill 


Some sort of explanation was also given by the Commission 
to the Government of India. From the summary record of the 
meeting that took place between the Prime Minister of India 
and the Commission on 17 August, 1948, it is evident that the 
Commission explained to the Prime Minister of India in the 
following words:- 

"Moreover, he pointed out that limited Government of 
India forces would remain, and that, on the other side, 
only the Azad people would remain in their position". 

When we go to the resolution of 4 January, 1949, of the 
Commission, Paragraph 4 (a) of the resolution reads as below:- 

“ After implementation of Parts I and II of the 
Commission's resolution of 13 August, 1948, and when the 
Commission is satisfied that peaceful conditions have been 
restored in the State, the Commission and the Plebiscite 
Administrator will determine, in consultation with the 
Government of India, the final disposal of Indian and 
State armed forces; such disposal to be with due regard to 
the security of the State and the freedom of the 
plebiscite". 

The second part of same Paragraph reads: 

"As regards the territory referred to in A-2 of Part II of the 
resolution of 13 August, final disposal of the armed forces 
in that territory will be determined by the Commission 
and the Plebiscite Administrator, in consultation with the 
local authorities." 

The territories referred in this resolution are the Azad 
Kashmir territories. 

The Foreign Minister of Pakistan making his speech during 
the Security Council Session of February, 1950, on the Kashmir 
question, explained". 
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'It is as clear as anything could be that in the whole 
scheme of demilitarization, the disbanding and 
disarmament -- or call it the final disposal of the Azad 
Kashmir Forces, was to be undertaken at the plebiscite 
stage, and along with the final disposal of the remaining 
ndian forces, and of all the armed forces of the State of 
Kashmir. As late as the 18th February, 1949 — after the 
acceptance of both the resolutions of U.N.C.I.P — the 
correct position with regard to the Azad Kashmir forces 
was known and accepted by the Government of India." 

ii M I 1 ! e D GOVernment ° f India ' aftCr the y had accepted the 
U.N.C.I.P. resolution of August 13, 1948, began to change their 

posihon. In his letter of 10 March, 1949 to the Commission, Sir 
Girja Shankar Bajpai, the Secretary-General of Foreign Affairs 
for the Government of India, states the following:- 

"Pakistan forces must be withdrawn entirely from Jammu 
and Kashmir State territory, and the disposal of the so- 
called Azad Kashmir forces during the period of the truce, 
must be so arranged as to prepare the way for the ultimate 
disbanding and disarming of these forces". 

Commission while answering the letter of Sir Girja 
Shankar Bajpai on 14 March, 1949, in their paragraph 2, stated 
as follows:- 

In the course of the conversations last August, the 
Commission explained to the Government of Pakistan' that 
in its view, a Military balance would exist in the Sate of 
Jammu and Kashmir during the truce period, in the sense 
and to the extent, that the Resolution of the 13 August did 
not call for the disarming or disbanding of the Azad 
Kashmir forces, which the Commission understood to 
number approximately 35 battalions." 

Then again in their letter of 28 April, 1949, the 
Commission reiterated their position in the following words:- 
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The Commission of India will understand that the 
Commission cannot deal, at this stage, with the question of 
disbanding and disarming the Azad Kashmir Forces, since 
it does not fall within the purview of the resolution of the 
13 August ‘ Nevertheless, the Commission appreciates the 
significance of the question, and is anxious to consider it 
without delay. 

"While the Commission cannot share the view of the 
Government of India, that a reduction of its forces beyond 
the strength mentioned in your letter of 17 April, 1949, 
must depend upon the actual disbanding and disarming of 
the Azad Kashmir Forces, it is convinced that an early 
study of the matter would hasten the preparations for the 
plebiscite". 

This long controversy shows how the Government of India 
were extremely touchy on the subject of the Azad Kashmir 
Forces. They insisted throughout that the Azad Kashmir 
Forces should be immediately disbanded so that the truce 
agreement could be brought about. This was altogether a new 
stand on the part of the Government of India and demonstrated 
in clear terms that India was really apprehensive of the 
fighting qualities of the Azad Kashmir Forces, and at the back 
of their mind lay the lurking fear that, during the truce period, 
the cease-fire could be broken and the entire State overrun by 
the Azad Kashmir Forces. One cannot easily understand this 
apprehension, when the Government of Pakistan is prepared to 
give an undertaking to the Security Council, and to the 
Government of India, that there will be no breach of the cease¬ 
fire. If the intentions of the Government of India were genuine 
then they should have been able to accept the word of the 
Government of Pakistan. 

Today the issue could be resolved provided one knew 
exactly where the Government of India stood. It is not quite 
clear as to whether the Government of India are making the 
issue of disbanding and disarming of the Azad Kashmir Forces, 
as an excuse to avoid the truce agreement, and ultimately the 
plebiscite, or whether they genuinely believe that the Azad 
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Kashmir Forces are a real handicap to the holding of a 
plebiscite. If this were clear, one could surely think of definite 
and different approach to the whole problem. 

So far as the Azad Kashmir point of view is concerned, we 
accepted even the stationing of a large number of Indian troops 
on the side of occupied Kashmir, and, in his last speech in the 
final session of the Security Council, the Foreign Minister of 
Pakistan went so far as to say that Pakistan would be prepared 
to accept 28 Battalions to be stationed in Indian occupied 
Kashmir, provided India left the Azad Kashmir forces in tact 
on the Azad Kashmir side. This, of course, surprised the 
Government of India. 

It will be seen that behind all this long controversy is the 
intention of the Government of India to defeat the holding of 
the plebiscite. 
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Chapter X 

AZAD JAMMU & KASHMIR 
GOVERNMENT 


WHEN restlessness in the State took concrete form of an 
organised revolt against the Maharaja's Government, nobody 
had any clear idea about the shape the revolt was going to 
take.-'-It was impossible for the leaders of the Muslim 
Conference to call their working committee or to come to a joint 
decision with regard to this matter. As a matter of fact, since 
the General Council meeting of July, 1947, it was not possible to 
get into easy contact with leaders of the Muslim Conference 
living in different parts of the State. General traffic was 
disrupted and the situation changed every day from bad to 
worse. Under these circumstances one could not visualize a joint 
and a concerted action. During the month of August, 1947, only 
those leaders of the conference could meet and decide things 
who were available in the city of Srinagar. Eversince I had left 
Srinagar, I was unable to contact any of my colleague. The 
acting President of Muslim Conference had delegated all 
powers to me to pursue our struggle. What I could do there has 
been narrated in the preceding pages. 

Since October, 1947, events changed quickly in the 
Southern parts of the State, particularly Kathua to 
Muzaffarabad. Fighting had already started from the 6th 
October at different places. The Dogra troops were putting up a 
stiff resistance at some places but had surrendered large areas. 
When these areas came into the possession of the Azad Army 
we were faced with the problems of their administration and 
restoring law andorder there. These were difficult problems but 
more so for us because we had also to continue our fight against 
the Dogra troops. Necessary organisation had to be built on the 
ground, the Azad Army had to be organised and recruits had to 
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be supplied to it after giving them necessary training. Rations 
and ammunition had to be carried to the troops to feed them. 
The line of communication had to be set up behind the troops. 
The building of roads and the opening of hilly areas had to be 
undertaken. All these matters urgently called for the formation 
of a Government which could undertake these functions. 


On the 24th October, 1947, for the first time since the year 
1846, there came into being a Government parallel to that 
which was now in Srinagar headed by Sir Hari Singh. Since 
1931, the political movement had always aimed at responsible 
Government under the aegis of Maharaja Hari Singh himself. 
Whether it was Muslim Conference leadership or National 
Conference leadership, they never conceived that a parallel 
independent Government could be set up after an armed 
rebellion against the Maharaja's Government. Of Course, such 
critical times had never come to pass since 1846. Such 
momentous decisions fell on the shoulders of the leadership of 
the Muslim Conference which was now working underground. 
No leader in jail could be consulted. Even if it were possible it is 
very difficult to say if any of the leaders in jail would have 
approved of such a revolutionary step. 

On the 24th October, 1947, this parallel Government was 
declared to have been established with its capital at Pulandri, 
a small own on the southern side of Poonch along the Jhelum 
river. I was unanimously voted as the first President of the 
liberated areas of Kashmir, named Azad Jammiis and Kashmir . 
This was unanimously endorsed decision of the Working 
Committee of All Jammu and Kashmir Muslim Conference. The 
Government which I had then formed comprised the 
following:- 


L Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim 
2 Syed Ali Ahmed Shah 

3. Ch. Abdullah Khan Bahalli 

4 Kh. Ghulam Din Wani 

5. Syed Nazir Hussain Shah 

6. Mir Waiz Muhammad Yusuf Shah 

7. Khawaja Sanaullah Shamin 


President 
Defence Minister 
Revenue Minister 
Home Minister 
Finance Minister 
Education Minister 
Civil Supplies Ministe, 
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The basis of this Government was that President was the 
Head of the State, and also the Head of the Government. He 
appointed his Ministers as Head of the State and the Minister 
worked with him as a Cabinet to be responsible to him. The 
President kept some portfolios for himself and distributed the 
remaining portfolios to other Ministers. The Minister, 
therefore, could be asked to resign, or they could be dismissed 
by the President, if any such necessity arose. The political 
party. All Jammu and Kashmir Muslim Conference, through its 
Working Committee, gave their unstinted support to all this. 
As a matter of fact there was no one prepared at that moment to 
assume the onerous and dangerous role of President about whose 
government even two persons outside the State were not agreed. 
Nobody contemplated, with any seriousness, the question that 
the set up was going to last long enough. No one at that time 
liked to be brought into it. The reason was that most of the 
leaders had their families either in Srinagar or Jammu city. 
My family was also in Srinagar at that time. I was prepared to 
run the risk and I was the approved choice of all my colleagues. 
The small considerations of one’s family would sink into the 
background if one were to see, with open eyes, the great events 
that were taking place around us. There was no time even to 
think about one's children or wife. This matter had to be left to 
the will and protection of Almighty God. My wife and child 
had to sneak out of Srinagar in a desperate condition. My wife 
was then in the family way. From Uri, on Srinagar-Domel 
Road, to Rawalakot, my home place, she had to walk on foot, a 
distance of thirty miles. They were followed by Secret Police 
all the way but they succeeded in dodging them. 

Following is the text of the statement issued by’ 
Provisional Azad Government of Kashmir:- 

"The Provisional Azad Government, which the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir have set up a few weeks ago with the 
object of ending intolerable Dogra tyrannies and securing to 
the people of the State, including Muslims, Hindus and 
Sikhs, the right of free Self-Government has now’ 
established its rule over a major portion of the State 
territory and hopes to liberate the remaining pockets of 
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Dogra rule very soon. In view of these circumstances it has 
been reconstituted with Mr. Ibrahim, Bar-at-Law, of 
Poonch as its provisional head, and its headquarters have 
been moved to Plandari in Poonch. 

The new Government represents the united will of the 
Jammu and Kashmir State to be free from the rule of the 

Dogra dynasty which has long suppressed and oppressed 
the people. 

The movement of liberty which has culminated in the 
formation of the present provisional Government has a 
long history dating from 1929. Thousands of Jammu and 
Kashmir people, including members of all communities, 
have suffered death and imprisonment in the cause of this 
movement. One of its forms was the Quit Kashmir 
Movement launched in the Kashmir valley last year. 

It will be recalled that Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru as a 
friend of the suffering people of Indian States went to help 
this movement at the time but was not allowed to enter the 
States territory under the order of the ex-Ruler Hari 
Singh. The tyrannies perpetrated by the Raja and his 
officials and his troops on the people increased with the 
increase in the desire of the people for freedom and self- 
Govemment. 

Recently a prominent Hindu patriot, who wanted to 
proceed to Karachi and New Delhi to represent the 
intolerable conditions in the State to our neighbouring 
Dominions of Pakistan and India was arrested by the ex- 
Ruler's officials. 

The united will of the people has, however, overcome the 
organised violence of the Ruler’s armies. He and his so- 
called Prime Minister have fled from Kashmir and will 
perhaps soon flee from Jammu as well. 

The Provisional Government, which is assuming the 
administration of the State is most emphatically not a 
communal Government. It will include Muslims as well as 
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non-Muslims in the provisional Cabinet which will serve 
the people, the temporary purpose of restoring law and 
order in the State and enable the people to elect by their 
free vote a popular legislature and a popular Government. 

The Provisional Government entertain sentiments of the 
utmost friendliness and goodwill towards its neighbouring 
Dominions of India and Pakistan and hopes that both the 
Dominions will sympathise with the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir in their efforts to exercise their birthright of 
political freedom. The Provisional Government is further 
anxious to safeguard the identity of Jammu and Kashmir as 
political entity. 

The question of accession of Jammu and Kashmir to either 
Dominion can only be decided by the free vote of the 
people in the form of a referendum. The Provisional 
Government will make prompt arrangements for this and 
hopes to invite independent observers to see that the 
question is decided by the free will of the people." 

When this Government was proclaimed it had the solid 
backing of the Muslims all over the State, whether in occupied 
or liberated areas. Some of the non-Muslims also backed it. 
This Government was supported by a small but strong volunteer 
Army of 30,000 soldiers and had enough territory to establish 
its stronghold on what came to be known as Azad Kashmir 
territory. 

When it came into being it had very little with which it 
could run. It had no funds whatsoever, no buildings, no staff, 
nothing worth mentioning. What it had behind it was the 
strong and solid will of a united people who wanted to sacrifice 
their all to get emancipation from Dogra troops. This unity of 
purpose and will to fight carried us a long way. This fight had 
its international repercussions. The story of the Azad Kashmir 
Movement since then has spread all round the world. 


Mythical names entered into the history of Jammu and 
Kashmir State. Pulandri, Trarkhel, Chikoti, Chinnari and 
Chunnj and so many others. These names flashed across the 
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people were also present there to receive instructions or submit 
their applications. The little town of Pulandri is at the base of 
a rising hill. Suddenly from over the hill an enemy plane 
appeared right above our heads. This plane was most likely 
coming from the Uri front and was returning to its base in 
Jammu. We were caught completely unaware, but luckily this 
plane had no bomb. It started strafing the crowd. Twenty 
people completely and immediately covered all my body with 
theirs, with the result that most of them were injured. This is 
one of the many instances which go to show how much we 
depended on the unflinching loyalty of our people. I can quote 
instances of such loyalty without number. 

In spite of these difficulties, we were able to establish, 
within six months, a well - run administration. A police 
department to maintain law and order and a system of Judiciary 
were brought into being. And also a Magistracy was established 
which, besides doing case work, helped us in the mobilization 
of war material. We were able to collect land revenue and 
customs duties with facility and ease. 

The way common man reacted to the revolutionary changes 
was a surprising experience. Suddenly, in 1947 , the whole 
machinery of law and order broke down in the State. People 
were left without any Police and without any courts. There was 
no other public organisation which could immediately replace 
Dogra Administration. The common people rose magnificently 
to meet this crisis. Each village formed a village committee 
which took upon itself the performance of the following 
functions: 

(a) Prevention of crimes; 

(b) Decision and adjudication of all disputes; 

(c) Collection of rations locally and its transport to 
different position of soldiers; 

(d) Transport of arms and ammunition to the fighting 
front; 

(e) Enrollment of new recruits and their despatch to 
the training Centres; 


(f) ' Looking after the non-Muslims scattered all over 

the State; 

(g) Looking after the property left by the non- 
Muslims. 

There was no central Punchayat which could coordinate 
the work of different villages but every village committee 
nicely co-operated with the neighbouring village committee. 
The committee's orders in the village were final and were 
rarely questioned by anyone. 

When the Azad Kashmir Government started functioning 
in January, 1948, these local committees extended their co¬ 
operation, and by their co-operation alone, the Azad Kashmir 
Government established their Courts, Police Stations, and 
ultimately realised revenues for the State. I can state without 
contradiction that during 1947-48 and 1949 dacoity and murder 
cases were one in a thousand. Even small crimes were 
practically non-existent. The credit for what Azad Kashmir 
Government has been able to do to establish its position within 
and abroad all goes to the people without whose willing co¬ 
operation all this would have been impossible. 

All this was made feasible also by the magnificent co¬ 
operation and support that we got from the people of Pakistan. 
They liberally and generously contributed money and good-will 
and their sincere efforts towards the establishment of the Azad 
Kashmir Government. All over, the citizens of Pakistan formed 
associations to work for the cause of Azad Kashmir. These 
associations did solid propaganda in Pakistan and abroad for 
the Azad Kashmir Movement and collected money and 
recruited volunteers for the Azad Army. From Peshawar to 
Karachi the Azad Kashmir leaders got a great ovation and 
much applause. The Azad Kashmir Movement probably 
organised the people of Pakistan, just as much as the people of 
Kashmir. 

In their resolution adopted on 13th August,1948, the 
United Nations Commission in India and Pakistan dealt with 
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the subject of the Azad Kashmir Government in Part II under 
Truce Agreement. Under Part IIA-3 the resolution says:- 

Pending a final solution, the territoiy evacuated by the 
Pakistan troops will be administered by the local 
authorities, under the surveillance of the Commission". 

nf In ? t n ?° Vernment were alwa Y s touchy on the subject 

Kashnur Gov emment. In his letter of 20th August 
1948,addressed to M. Josef Korbel, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 

* ^ nme . Jf iniSter of India ' in Paragraph (3), sub-para (i) 
stated as follows:- 

'That paragraph A-32 of Part II of the resolution (13th 
August, 1948) should not be interpreted or applied in 
practice, so as: 

(a) to bring into question the sovereignty of the Jammu 
and Kashmir Government over the portion of their 
temtoiy evacuated by the Pakistan troops; 

(b) to afford any recognition of the so-called 'Azad 
Kashmir Government'; or, 

(0 to enable this territory to be consolidated in any 
way during the period of truce to the disadvantage 
of the State’. 6 

The Government of Pakistan always took a different view 
and emphasised on the U.N.C.I.P. the importance and political 
gm icance of the Azad Kashmir Movement and the 
Government of Azad Kashmir. While asking for further 
elucidation on the resolution of the 13th August, 1948 the 

ovemment in their Memorandum observed in Para No 1 as 
under:- * ' 

"It has been explained to the Commission, that it is only 
the Azad Kashmir Government that can authorise the 
issue of cease-fire orders to their own forces. The Pakistan 
Government wish to be informed what steps the 
Commission has taken, or proposes to take, to secure the 
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agreement of the Azad Kashmir Government to its 
proposals." 

In the same Memorandum in para 8 it was stated:- 

"In paragraph 3-A the Commission proposed that, pending 
a final solution, the territory at present under the control 
of the Azad Kashmir Government will be administered by 
that Government, under the surveillance of the 
Commission. The Commission no doubt realises that the 
population of this territory is almost wholly Muslim, and 
is in full support of the Azad Kashmir Government." 

It will appear that the Azad Kashmir Government became 
a real issue between the Government of India and the 
U.N.C.I.P. The Pakistan Government, vis-a-vis the 
Commission, insisted that de facto recognition must be given to 
the Azad Kashmir Government, if a de jure recognition could not 
be accorded to it. As it will appear from the letter of Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, the Prime Minister of India, the Indian 
Government had serious objection to any recognition being given 
to the Azad Kashmir Government. The Commission, however, 
wriggled out of this problem by calling Azad Kashmir 
Government 'Local Authorities', to be placed under nominal 
surveillance of the U.N.O. 

While the 13th August, 1948, resolution of the UJM.C.I.P. 
was a subject of correspondence between the Foreign Minister of 
the Government of Pakistan and the UN.C.I.P., in his letter of 
16th September, 1948, addressed to the Chairman of the 
U.N.C.I.P., the Foreign Minister of the Government of Pakistan 
observed as follows:- 

"They (Government of Pakistan) desire to make it quite 
clear at the outset, that these views are the views of the 
Government of Pakistan, and are not, as such, in any sense 
binding upon the Azad Kashmir Government, nor do they 
in any manner reflect the views of the Azad Kashmir 
Government. They note that it is the intention of the 
Commission to hold discussion with the Azad Kashmir 
representatives as individuals, and they do not doubt 
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"By 'Local Authorities" we mean the Azad Kashmir 
people, though we cannot grant recognition to the Aza d 
Kashmir Govemment". 

With regard to the political authority of the Azad 
Kashmir Govemment, Mr.Korbel expressed his views that:- 

"Subject to the Commission's surveillance, the local 
authorities will have full political and administrative 
control, and will be responsible for the maintenance of law 
and order, and security. Neither the Indian Govemment 
nor the Maharaja's Government at Srinagar will be 
permitted to send any military or civil officials to the 
evacuated area". 

As to the nature of surveillance, Mr. Korbel, in his meeting 
held on the 2nd September, 1948, said that:- 

As regards the term 'surveillance', we have used it 
deliberately, in the absence of a better word. It does not 
mean actual control or supervision. All that we are anxious 
for is to appoint neutral observers to see that the local 
authorities carry out the truce agreement. If the local 
authorities do anything against the spirit of the truce 
proposal, the observers will report the matter to the 
Commission, which will then endeavour to have it set 
right. No interference with the local administration is 
intended”. 

In the same meeting, when probably hard pressed by the 
representative of the Government of Pakistan, Mr. Korbel 
.accommodated the Azad Kashmir's view-point by saying:- 

"We have gone as far as we could to meet the point of view 
of the Azad Kashmir people. We have tried to deal with 
the de facto situation. But we cannot lose sight of the fact 
that the State of Jammu and Kashmir still exists as a legal 
entity. We have to respect its sovereignty.” 
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i « Ch f T" 311 of ^ Commission, Mr. J.Klahr Huddle in his 
etter of the 19th September, 1948, to the Foreign Minister of 
the Government of Pakistan admitted that:- 

In connection with the political aspects of the question 
raised in points 2 and 3, the existence of the Azad Kashmir 
Movement has not been ignored by the Commission 
consideration thereof appearing in Part II A-3 of its 
resolution of the 13th August, 1948." 

The United Nations Commission then sent a Sub- 

Govemmp * *** of Azad Kashmir 

Government, and report back to the Commission. This 

2“ StUdlCd 311 the P robIe ™ of Azad Kashmir in 
etail, after visiting all areas of the territory. This Sub- 

C ° w^!l e lr S >! Ud,ed different as P ects of social and economic 
pro terns of Azad Kashmir as well. The Sub-Committee stayed 

the capital of Azad Kashmir, Muzaffarabad, for abouta 
week or so and had discussion with the writer as the President 
of Azad Kashmir and with all the heads of Departments This 
Committee submitted a report to the U.N.C.I.P., but the report 

XTES?"-! ^ ° n ' When 1 WashinpoT," 

te ™ ., fro 7 l ,hc Chairman of that Committee, that the 
s r^ Ubmmed t0 the Commission expressed complete 

satisfaction over the Azad Kashmir Government affairs. ? 

As regards the legal aspects of the Azad Kashmir 

exh ITT t" dCar n ° W lh3t 3 de faCt0 ^ition to its 

istence has been given even by the UNCIP, though in an 
. ff . ire f. r ? anner ‘ The Paki stan Government, though not 

Governmp Tl *” v” ° ther W3yS ' haVe given ' Azad Kashmir 
Government legal as well as de facto recognition over the 

emtory of Azad Kashmir. At one time, in the beginning of the 

raSta^T.' T" 1 ' 1 had ra > uested Government of 
Pakistan most seriously,, to give full-fledged recognition to the 

zad Jammu and Kashmir Government and accept it as the only 

egal and constitutional authority on behalf of the people of 

Jammu and Kashmir. In that case I proposed to themThatthe 

Government of Pakistan should accept the instrument of 

accession from this Government and treat Jammu and Kashmir 
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as a legally and constitutionally acceded State to Pakistan. In 
that case, I further proposed that the Government of Pakistan 
should, with every constitutional right and propriety, march 
their troops into Kashmir and take possession of Srinagar and 
Jammu both. If this proposal was accepted, then the trouble 
about Jammu and Kashmir would have been cut short, and, as 
some persons observed, there would have been no war in 
Kashmir. This is definitely proved by the later events of 
Junagadh and Hyderabad. I wonder if this matter can now be 
considered de novo with some advantage. 

This is a question which is not free from difficulty. The 
real constitutional position of Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
Government can easily be misunderstood. What I always 
understood, and I emphasized before the Government of 
Pakistan, was the position that Pakistan Government should 
recognize the Govemment of Azad Jammu and Kashmir as the 
only representative Government of Jammu and Kashmir State. 
This, by no means, should be understood to imply that the State 
of Jammu and Kashmir be recognized as an independent entity. 
At no stage, since 1947, has this been seriously suggested by any 
President of Azad Jammu and Kashmir Government or by any of 
representative Authority of Pakistan side of the cease-fire line 
of Kashmir, that the Jammu and Kashmir State should be 
declared independent. One very important and crucial point 
against such a suggestion is this that geographically and 
economically, the State cannot be independent of Pakistan. 
And, consequently, the State though large enough to be 
independent State in area, cannot be maintained as an 
independent State financially. This is sufficient here to 
mention that the proposition that State be kept independent, 
both of India and Pakistan, has now been debated in many 
quarters. This has been considered as an alternative solution for 
this otherwise a very difficult problem. This question will be 
dealt with separately in another part of this book. 

The Pakistan Government have since 1948 set up a Ministry 
of Kashmir Affairs which works as a liaison between the A zad 
Kashmir Government and the Government of Pakistan. 
Therefore, through this Ministry, the Azad Kashmir Forces 









130 


131 


affairs vis-a-vis the U.N.O. and the Pakistan Government are 
also conducted. 

The All-Jammu and Kashmir Muslim Conference, from the 
beginning of the Azad kashmir Government, acted as the 
political party instrumental in the formation of this 
Government. Since no legislative assembly or parliament could 
be convened, under the prevalent circumstances, therefore, the 
political party, the Muslim Conference had to take the plaice of 
an assembly or a parliament. This position is anomalous. Many 
serious difficulties have arisen in connection with this position. 
The following questions still remain as live issues- 

a) Who should appoint or nominate the head of the 
State? 

b) To what extent should the Political Party have 
administrative and political control over the head 
of the State and the Government? 

c) To which body should the Government be made 
responsible? 

These questions constitute very moot points, and of course, 
they have been the main casue of difference between the 
leaders of Azad Kashmir and have led to the disintegration of 
the Azad Kashmir Movement to a very large extent. 

The constitutional position of Azad Government has since 
undergone a fundamental change. The position of Azad Jammu 
and Kashmir Muslim Conference has now been relegated to the 
position of only a Political Party, in Azad Kashmir and 
Pakistan, by the enactment of the Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
Government. The President of that Government is elected by an 
Electoral College. This electoral college is again elected on an 
adult franchise basis by the people living in Azad and 
Kashmir territory. The system of Basic Democracies was 
introduced into Azad and Kashmir some five years or so ago. 
Under this system certain powers have been delegated to the 
Union Councils formed in different areas. This, in brief, is after 
the pattern which was introduced in Pakistan in the Ayub era. 
Besides the Jammu and Kashmir Muslim Conference, there are 


other bigger and smaller parties functioning in Pakistan as well 
as in Azad Kashmir. Of course, in Pakistan, these parties are 
organised by the refugees who are now living in Pakistan. 
These parties now can take part in the election of the President 
of Azad Kashmir. But very recently some more changes have 
been brought into the modus of election of the President of Azad 
Kashmir. These changes amount to a retrograde step. The 
election of the Azad Kashmir President by an electoral college 
has been abolished. The right that was granted to the refugees 
in Pakistan to participate in the election of the President of 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir has also been taken away. This has 
cut down the rights of those Jammu and Kashmir nationals who 
are settled in Pakistan and also the nations of Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir territory. I hope a time will come when the whole 
position will be revised again so that a respectable system of 
democracy is granted to the people of Azad Kashmir and they 
get a chance to elect their own Government on an adult 
franchise basis. It hardly needs any emphasis that, since 1930, 
the people of the Jammu and Kashmir have been strenuously 
fighting for political rights. In these political rights, of course, 
was included the principal demand for the establishment of a 
full-fledged democratic Government which should represent 
rightful aspirations of the people of the State. It will, 
therefore, be very sad if the Government of Pakistan took away 
that right from the people of Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
territory. 
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Chapter XI 


DIFFICULTIES - CAUSES OF FAILURE 


I have made reference, though not in detail, to the 
difficulties which, we had to face in the beginning of the 
Liberation Movement. The first difficulty that we had to face 
was the non-availability of enough arms. We were able to 
obtain some rifles, though absolutely insufficient for our 
requirement, but the most crucial difficulty was with regard to 
ammunition. It was impossible to get any ammunition through 
any official source in Pakistan. It Was entirely through 
personal efforts that we were able to collect some of it. The 
difficulty was solved to some extent by the capture of enemy 
dumps on the retreat of the enemy. At places the enemy was 
completely annihilated and in this way the Azad Kashmir 
forces were able to get hold of big enough dumps of ammunition 
and arms. The absence of automatic weapons was probably the 
main cause for the lack of initiative on the part of the Azad 
Army around Poonch. Besides automatic weapons, we 
completely lacked the use of 3 Mortars or 3.7 guns, which were 
also necessaiy for attack, because the Indian Army were 
completely equipped with all this. 

One great problem that we had to overcome in the 
beginning was miserable lack of communication. I must place on 
record the great spirit which people displayed in the building 
of roads with crudest of implements available. The manner in 
which the people of Muzaffarabad repaired the roads which 
were blasted by the enemy action or by rains is worthy of praise 
indeed. The people, one and all, showed the readiest co¬ 
operation. Similarly , in Poonch and Mirpur, people as a mass 
stood up to build roads and established a kind of communication 
line with the advanced position of our troops. We were only 
able to build kacha mule tracks. The work that the mule - boys 


did during the beginning of this campaign, at least till we were 
able to build jeep roads, has no easy parallel. The sacrifice of 
these boys, the great hardship that they voluntarily suffered 
and the risks that they ran, show the remarkable courage of 
the human material which goes to make the Azad Army and 
the Pakistan Army. It would be unfair not to mention here the 
work of those who later took upon themselves the construction 
of roads through the most difficult terrain in these parts of 
Kashmir. That all worked in a spirit of Jehad and that all 
were prepared to risk their lives without any reluctance is a 
hard fact from which, I am sure, posterity would always draw 
inspiration. 

But the greatest of all our problems was lack of unity of 
command. And this lack of unity of command was not due to any 
absence of planning. It was due to the fact that no wireless, 
telephone or telegraphic communication could be set up so 
quickly between different sectors. Between Muzaffarabad and 
Bagh the only means of communication was a courier. Between 
Bhlmber, in Mirpur district, and other fronts no other 
communication was possible, except by post or telegraphic 
message, either from Garhi Habib Ullah, in Abbottabad 
District, or Kohala, in Murree Tehsil. It was indeed a serious 
handicap. It takes time and a good deal of stability to 
establish all these things. The situation was still very fluid, 
the setting up of regular means of communication, therefore! 
was out of question. 

The lack of communication was probably one of the main 
reasons why some regular troops could not be shifted from 
Poonch to Baramula when the tribes started to retreat. Their 
retreat was a shock to us all and a relief to the Indian troops. 

On the 23 rd of October a Lashkar of tribesmen entered the 
city of Muzaffarabad. The Muslim Dogra troops stationed at 
Balakot had joined them, and therefore, until they reached 
Muzaffarabad city, no opposition was offered to them. In 
Muzaffarabad there was a strongly armed Jatha of Sikhs in the 
Gurdawara. There the Sikhs put up quite a stiff resistance till 
they were overcome. On the bridges, one over the Kishan Ganga 
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River and other on the Jhelum, the Dogra troops were subdued 
by a clever surprise attack. I am told that tribesmen crossed the 
Kishan Ganga Bridge without any shot being fired. It seems 
that whatever troops there were, either surrendered or ran 
away to Srinagar. Some Dogra troops were still holding the 
Kohala Bridge. They were given a fight by the Azad Army 
soldiers from the Poonch side. 

Since the tribal Lashkar lacked organisation it is quite 
possible that on their way to Srinagar they may have 
committed some excesses. They fought their way all along the 
Srinagar road till they reached Shalting, a place in the 
suburbs of Srinagar city. During this period, till they retreated, 
they encountered the Indian Army's first contingent at 
Baramula. We have it on first hand information that when the 
Indian Army unit encountered the tribesmen in Baramula, it 
was practically annihilated. Their commander was also 
killed. This raised the morale of the tribesmen and also of the 
other local forces fighting with them. This first encounter with 
the tribes so thoroughly demoralized the Indian Army that 
even six weeks after this clash the Indian Army was reluctant 
to make an an advance along the Kohala road. After the 
retreat of the tribes from Baramula, the smallest unit of the 
Indian Army could have advanced along the road and easily 
reached Kohala, and caused a severe set back to the Azad 
Kashmir Liberation Movement. But they did not make any 
move. In fact the Indian Army soldiers were so afraid that each 
hill appeared to them to be infested with tribesmen though 
they had completely retreated to Abbottabad. 

Failure to capture Srinagar was a turning point in the 
history of this campaign. If we had paptiired Srinagar, which 
was deserted by the Maharaja and his troops we could have 
captured Jammu very easily. But this could only be done before 
the landing of the Indian auxilary troops in Srinagar 
Therefore, capture of the Srinagar aerodrome was the most 
crucial factor. We wasted two days in Baramula. These two 
days passed in discussions over small and stupid things. This 
waste of our most valuable time was caused by the factor of 
uncertainty in the Lashkar. Had they been under a uniform 
command, which could be obeyed without much ado, and the 


tribes had proceeded to capture the airport, instead of wasting 
forty-eight hours in Baramula, Srinagar would have fallen 
into our hands like an over-ripe fruit. 

The actual retreat was due to the fact that the tribes, as 
they advanced towards Srinagar, were attacked from behind 
by a contingent of the Indian Army, which probably came via 
Sopur. The Indian Army were by that time using their Air 
Force, shelling the concentrations of the tribesmen, who found 
themselves completely helpless against an air attack. 
Realizing that their line of communication back to their base 
may be cut off from behind, they lost heart and began to move 
back on lorries which they had employed as a means of 
advance. Also, among the tribes appeared an element which 
started propaganda that tanks were coming and tribes would be 
cut off from behind. I am told that some fnoney was also 
distributed. In all probability, because of absence of uniform 
command, they disintegrated into smaller groups and vanished, 
leaving the territory entirely defenceless. Though they 
suddenly left the field, they left the Indian Army completely, 
dazed and stupefied. Since then the enemy has never advanced 
any further than Chenari. 

All tribesmen reached Abbottabad safe and sound, leaving 
a completely helpless people to their own defence. At this 
juncture. General Tariq held back the Indian Army with fifteen 
men. General Tariq showed, during this crisis, not only 
remarkable courage but extraordinary presence of mind. He, 
with the help of these fifteen men, kept back the Indian Army, 
till, within the seven days that followed, we were able to 
collect a contingent of 700 soldiers for this front. One can hardly 
describe the supreme efforts that were made in those seven 
days . So many of us did not sleep for days and nights together. 
If we had not collected these 700 men and built up strength on 
this front within the shortest possible time we may have 
easily lost, the whole campaign. This was perhaps the most 
critical period in the whole of the campaign. After collecting 
these 700 men we visited the headquarters of General Tariq in 
Chenari Dak Bungalow. We found him and his soldiers in high 
spirits. 
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The Liberation Movement produced the figure of General 
Tariq as its great hero. To the Muslim boys and young men in 
Pakistan, General Tariq appeared on the scene like the heroic 
figure of his namesake in Spain of Yore. His great deeds, 
particularly during this part of the campaign, were certainly 
unique 

After the tribal debacle on the Srinagar front, a really 
dependable army was in the making in Poonch and Mirpur and 
other fronts. So many pockets were cleared after pitched 
tattles in Poonch and the Kotli tehsil of Mirpur. In the whole 
district of Poonch, except Poonch city itself, Dogra troops had 
been liquidated. Similarly in Mirpur, except Nowshera, where 
the Indian Army held out with determination, all resistance 
was broken. After Mirpur, Azad Kashmir troops liberated 
Rajouri Tehsil of Riasi district and reached the rear of 
Shopian, a small town only 35 miles east of Srinagar. 

In the meantime, Gilgit forces had crossed Zogilla Pass 
and reached places only thirty miles from Srinagar. They 
practically surrounded the Indian Army now trapped in the 
valley of Kashmir. On the Hindwara side also we almost 
reached Sopur town, which is not far away from Srinagar. 
Azad forces gained marvellous victories, and, in fact, advanced 
so quickly that to hold the territory later became an impossible 
task. 

On the other hand, the Indian Army Generals planned a 
different course. To start with, they wanted to hold their 
positions at any cost. Under the same policy, for instance, the 
Poonch garrison held out in most difficult conditions. All credit 
must go to those who managed to supply rations to a civilian 
population of 30,000, and also to the troops fighting in Poonch, 
which was not an easy job. Nowshera in Mirpur District was 
made the base for the Indian Army build-up for operations in 
Rajouri and Poonch. For nine months in 1948, the Indian Army 
build-up was consistently reported on all fronts. During 
November and December, 1948, fighting on all fronts was 
started. The Azad Army had practically no rations and 
ammunition build-up on any front. Our difficulties in Ladakh 
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were also peculiar. Other fronts also were in a similar position 
because of lack of communications. 

As soon as large-scale operations were started 
simultaneously from Ladakh down to Mirpur on a 400 miles long 
front, the Azad Army, because of numerical inferiority of arms, 
gave way to the Indian Army, 

In less than a month's time, huge territory in A/ad 
Kashmir was reoccupied by the Indian Army and a vast number 
of refugees fled to Pakistan. 
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Chapter Xn 


SECURITY COUNCIL-1948 


^ , IN J anua ry, 1948, the Government of India took the 
Kashxrur case to the Security Council. At that time the Indian 
ys position in Kashmir was very precarious. The Azad 
nny was putting very heavy pressure on a number of fronts A 
rpi bl ® a , rea , °! Jammu and Kashmir had already come under 
T A “ d J amam and Kashmi ^ Government. The 
A p ! dAmiy ^ d “ ored "W*? success on a number of fronts and 
they were still advancing. This position, probably, had forced 
India to take the Kashmir case to the Security Council, though 
Ae Government of Pakistan had suggested this course to them 

SdTa ha? ^ t T 17 ' 1947 At that time the Government of 

otheS 'Tn - S pr0p0saL When India d i d refer the case 
Security Council, it came as a surprise to many of us. The 

Government of India, in their complaint to the Security Coundl 
took the stand, inter alia, on the following grounds- 

^ "° n 26 c th < * tober ' Kuler of the State, His Highness 
haraja Sir Han Singh, appealed urgently to the 
Government 0 f India for military help. He also requested 
that Jammu and Kashmir State should be allowed to 
accede to the Indian Dominion. An appeal for help was 
also simultaneously received by the Government of India 
rom the largest popular organization' in Kashmir, the 
S7I Conference headed by Sheikh Mohamma<J 
Abdullah. The Conference further strongly supported the 
request for the State's accession to the Indian Dominion. 
The Government of India were thus approached, not only 
lcially by the State authorities but also on behalf of 
the people of Kashmir, both for military aid and for the 
accession of the State to India. 


(b) "The grave threat to the life and property of the 
innocent people of Kashmir and to the security of the State 
of Jammu and Kashmir that had developed as a result of 
invasion of the Valley demanded immediate decision by 
the Government of India. It was imperative that the 
defence of Jammu and Kashmir State should be taken over 
by a Government capable of discharging it. But, in order to 
avoid any possible suggestion that India had utilized the 
State’s immediate peril for her own political advantage, 
the Government of India made it clear, that once the soil of 
the State had been cleared of the invaders, and normal 
conditions restored, its people would be free to decide their 
future by the recognized democratic method of plebiscite or 
referendum, which, in order to ensure complete 
impartiality, might be held under international auspices. 

(c) "The Government of India felt it their duty to respond 
to the appeal for armed assistance, because they could not 
allow a neighbouring and friendly State to be compelled by 
force to determine either its internal affairs or its external 
relations, and after the instrument of accession had been 
signed and accepted by the Dominion of India, it became 
imperative to take up the defence of the State. 

(d) "That the forces which had entered the State to 
liberate it were sent by the Government of Pakistan and 
were receiving assistance from it. 

(e) "That the facts narrated above indisputably point to 
the conclusions- 

(i) that the invaders are allowed transit across 
Pakistan; 

(ii) that they are allowed to use Pakistan territory 
as a base of operations; 

(iii) that they include Pakistan nationals; 

(iv) that they draw much of their military 
equipment, transportation and supplies 
(including petrol) from Pakistan; and 
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(v) that Pakistan Officers are training, guiding anc 
otherwise actively helping them. 

(f) "That the Government of Pakistan is not willing to stop 
the assistance in material and men, which the invaders 
are receiving from Pakistan territory, and from Pakistan 
nationals, including Pakistan Government personnel, both 
military and civil. This attitude is not only unneutral, but 
constitutes active aggression against India, of which the 
State of Jammu and Kashmir forms an integral part. 


In the end the Government of India requested the Security 
Council to ask the Government of Pakistan- 

[j. 

r- * . . . 


iii 

#■ 

(i) 

to prevent Pakistan Government personnel, 
military and civil, from participating or 
assisting in the invasion of Jammu and Kashmir 
State: 

ri :» 

■h * 

(2) 

to call upon other Pakistan nationals to desist 
from taking any part in the fighting in Jammu and 
Kashmir State; 

1; I 

l> r 

(3) 

to deny to the invaders- 

|ij | 

tjj •* 

(a) 

access to and use of its territory for operations 
against Kashmir, 

i., 

I* * 

(b) 

military and other supplies. 


(c) 

all other kinds of aid that might tend to prolong 
the present struggle. 


The Government of Pakistan, firstly, denied all the 
allegations in assistance and support to the forces of liberation 
operating in the State of Jammu and Kashmir. Secondly, the 
Government of Pakistan most vehemently denied the validity 
of accession of the State of Jammu and Kashmir to India. It was 
stated in this defence, that India obtained the accession of the 
State of Jammu and Kashmir by fraud and violence, and that 
large-scale massacres and lootings and atrocities on the 
Muslims of Jammu and Kashmir State have been perpetrated by 
the armed forces of the Maharaja of Jammu and kashmir, and 
the Indian Union, and by the non-Muslim subjects of the 
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Maharaja and of the Indian Union". And, thirdly, that the life 
and security of Muslims of the State of Jammu and Kashmir 
were really in danger and that a large number of Mussalmans 
had already been butchered in the province of Jammu, and an 
equal number of Mussalmans had been driven out of the State 
and were taking refuge in Pakistan. Fourthly, Pakistan also 
quite rightly, pleaded that the people of the State of Jammu 
and Kashmir are predominantly Mussalmans, therefore, they 
wanted to join Pakistan rather than India. Because of the 
atrocities committed by the Dogras in the State of Jammu and 
Kashmir, and also, because the people of the State wish to 
obtain emancipation from Dogra tyranny, and wish to accede to 
the Dominion of Pakistan, "the Muslim population of the State 
have set up an Azad (free) Kashmir Government, the forces of 
which are carrying on their fight for liberation. It is possible 
that these forces have been joined by a number of independent 
tribesmen from the tribal areas beyond the North-West 
Frontier Province, and persons from Pakistan including Muslim 
refugees from East Punjab, who are the nationals of the Indian 
dominion". 

The Pakistan Government countercharged India with these 
facts- 

(i) India never whole-heartedly accepted the 
partition scheme, and has, since June, 1947, been 
making persistent attempts to undo it; 

(i i) that an extensive campaign of 'genocide' has been 

carried out against the Muslims throughout 
India, particularly in Indian states; 

(iii) that the security, freedom, religion, culture and 
language of Muslims in India was in serious 
danger; 

(iv) that a number of States which had acceded to 
Pakistan had been unlawfully occupied by the 
Indian forces; 

(v) that India blocked the implementation of 
agreement arising out of the partition of India; 








(vi) India now threatens Pakistan with direct 
military invasion; 

(vii) that the object of the various acts of aggression of 
India against Pakistan, is the destruction of the 
State of Pakistan. 

The Government of Pakistan requested the Security Council 
to appoint a Commission or Commissions, to enquire into 
allegations and counter-allegations in the case and give a 
finding on them. 

After hearing both sides, the members of Security Council 
had no difficulty in coming to the conclusion that it was not 
possible for the Security Council to immediately accede to the 
request of India. They also thought that the accession of the 
State to India was not a final one. As a matter of fact some of 
the members thought that, if the life and security of 
Mussalmans was so endangered, it would have been criminal on 
the part of Pakistan not to extend any support to a people 
struggling for their very existence/just across the Pakistan 
border, who were all Muslims. 

India's case was argued by the late Gopala Swami 
Ayyanger, who was once the Prime Minister of the State of 
Jammu and Kashmir. Besides others, Mr. Ayyanger was 
assisted by Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah, Head of the then 
Administration in Srinagar. Pakistan's case was pleaded by 
Ch. Sir Mohammad Zafarullah Khan, the Foreign Minister of 
Pakistan. Long speeches were. made. Tempers were lost. 
Inappropriate and foolish things were said on the floor of the 
Council. India lost her case in the first round. 

I remember the scenes during the last speech of Sir Gopala 
Swami Ayyanger in the Security Council, before he ran bade to 
Delhi for further instructions in February, 1948. His speech was 
to the effect, that his nation and his country had been insulted. 

Sh. Abdullah also made a speech in the Security Council. 
The Government of India thought that a 'representative' of the 
people o Jammu and Kashmir, Sh. Abdullah, would be in a 


position to convince the Security Council members of their point 
of view, but the effect of the speech was quite the reverse. Some 
of the things that Sh. Abdullah said in his speech were not 
only illogical but also quite contrary to the case that India was 
trying to make out. For example, the Security Council was 
considering the establishment of a neutral Government in 
Srinagar of all parties, so that a plebiscite in the State of 
Jammu and Kashmir could be held under a neutral 
administration. Sh. Abdullah made a speech in a sentimental 
fashion. While making his remarks on the question of the 
neutrality of the proposed administration, Sh. Abdullah dared 
to say before an assembly of world statesmen that if God- 
Almighty descended upon this earth and assumed charge in 
Srinagar even He could not remain neutral. This sweeping 
statement just helped to prove the case of Pakistan, which was 
built on the fact that Sh. Abdullah's administration in 
Srinagar could never be neutral. No plebiscite under that 
administration, therefore, could be either impartial or fair. 
The British delegate pointedly asked Sh. Abdullah, if, in his 
opinion, God-Almighty could not remain neutral, how on earth 
could he himself be neutral? Of course, Sh. Abdullah was at a 
loss for words and simply grinned. In fact, during this speech he 
threw away the paper which contained his original speech 
and spoke extempore, which was a very unguarded action. 
Giving way to his sentiments, he said things which he should 
not have said, at least on the floor of the Security Council. It 
might have been quite safe to say these things in Amira Kadal 
Chauk, There was another matter, also, which made Sh. 
Abdullah rather uncomfortable. He was confronted with the 
speech he had made in November, 1947, in New Delhi. In this 
speech he had whole-heartedly supported the revolution in 
Poonch. He had also endorsed, in un-ambiguous words, the 
justification and genuineness of the revolt against the tyranny 
and suppression by Maharaja Hari Sringh's regime in the State 
of Jammu and Kashmir, particularly in Poonch. 

It is quite true that Sir Gopala Swami Ayyanger and Sh. 
Abdullah quarrelled with each other and serious difficulties 
arose between them. Sh. Abdullah blamed Sir Gopala Swami 
Ayyanger for not being eqr l to the task and being no match for 
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Ch- Sir. Zafarullah Khan. Sir Gopala Swami Ayyanger 
condemned Sh.Abdullah for his indiscreet speech and for his 
going out of his brief altogether. This was one of the reasons 
why India's delegation suddenly decided to pack up and run 
back to Delhi. All this is based on good information that Sh. 
Abdullah's men used to meet Dr. M.D. Taseer every evening. 
Dr.M.D. Taseer, incidentally, was my Secretary during this 
tour. 


Somehow or other my first impression of the Security 
Council was not favourable. I thought that the Security Council 
was not dealing with the case in a court-like manner. But as my 
experience grew about these matters, I knew that the position 
of the Security Council was not that of a court, but that of a 
board of conciliation. It tried by all means to bring the parties 
together and in this endeavour it tried to evolve a formula 
which could be agreed to be both the parties. This entailed a 
long process of compromise and discussion. 

On the 20th January, 1948, a resolution was moved by the 
President of the Security Council recommending the setting up 
of a Commission of three, to investigate all outstanding matters 
of dispute between the two countries. This resolution was 
adopted and accepted by both India and Pakistan. All aspects 
of the Kashmir case were examined during the prolonged 
•.-•debates from the 15th January to the 6th February, 1948. 

After being satisfied that the only solution of the Jammu 
and Kashmir State problem lay in holding a Plebiscite to 
determine whether Jammu and Kashmir State should accede to 
India or Pakistan, the Security Council concentrated its efforts 
on laying down conditions, which could ensure impartiality and 
freedom to the Plebiscite. A resolution was then drafted on 
behalf of the Security Council based on the following 
principles- 

(a) all foreign troops must be removed from Kashmir; 

(b) all inhabitants of Kashmir must be re¬ 
habilitated to their original homes; and 
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(c) a neutral administration be set up in Kashmir to 
ensure the fairness and freedom of the Plebiscite. 

When the Indian delegation found that this resolution was 
likely to be adopted by the Security Council, it applied for 
adjournment of the debate, ostensibly to enable the delegation 
to go back to India for consultation but in reality to gain time to 
use diplomatic pressure to secure acceptance of their views. On 
March 18, 1948, the Security Council took up the Kashmir case 
again. 

The Security Council worked out its own solution and on 
April 21, 1948 adopted a resolution the provisions of which are 
outlined below- 

"(i) The preamble noted 'with satisfaction that both India 
and Pakistan desire that the question of the accession of 
Jammu and Kashmir- to India or Pakistan should be decided 
through the democratic method of a free and impartial 
plebiscite'. It increased the membership of the 
Commission, which it was proposed to send out to 
implement the resolution, from three to five. It instructed 
the Commission to proceed immediately to the Indian sub¬ 
continent and there to place its services at the disposal of 
the two Governments with a view to bringing about a 
cessation of fighting and the 'holding of a plebiscite by the 
two Governments, acting in co-operation with one another 
and with the Commission". 

(ii) In order to restore law and order in the State, the 
Security Council requested the two Governments to take 
the following measures- 

(a) Pakistan should use its influence with raiders, 
and such of its nationals as may be fighting in the 
State, to withdraw from the State; 

(b) The Government of India 'should put into 
operation, in consultation with the Commission, 
a plan for withdrawing their own forces from 
Jammu and Kashmir and reducing them 
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progressively to the minimum strength required 
'for the maintenance of internal security in the 
State, after it has been established that the 
tribesmen are withdrawing. 

(c) The minimum forces of the Government of India 
should be posted, in consultation with the 
Commission, at places from where they may not 
offer any intimidation, or appearance of 
intimidation, to the inhabitants of the State. 
Any reserve of troops considered necessary should 
be located in their present Base Area. 

(d) The Commission should, qp far as possible, use 
local forces for the maintenance of law and order, 
and if these are 'found to be inadequate the 
Commission should, with the agreement of both 
India and Pakistan, arrange for use of such forces 
of either Dominion as it deems effective. 

"(iii) The Second part of the Resolution purported to lay 
down the basic conditions for the holding of a plebiscite in 
the State. It provided for- 

(a) A coalition Government in the State to which 
responsible representatives designated by the 
'major political groups’ should be invited to 
share equitably and fully in the conduct of the 
administration at Ministerial level. 

(b) The appointment of a Plebiscite Administrator 
by the Secretary-General of the United Nations, 
with full powers to carry out the plebiscite, 
including the powers of direction and supervision 
over the State Army and the Police, and the 
power to appoint special magistrates. 

(c) The return to the State of all State nationals who 
have left the State on or after 15th August. 

(d) The removal from the State of all Indian 
nationals who had entered the State otherwise 
than for a lawful purpose. 


(e) At the end of the plebiscite the Commission 
would certify to the Security Council whether 
the Plebiscite had or not had been really free and 
impartial". 

The Government of India rejected this resolution. Neither 
did Pakistan see its way to accepting this resolution 
Notwithstanding their objection to the Security Council's 
resolution, both India and Pakistan co-operated with the 
United Nations Commission which was founded under this 
resolution. Pakistan nominated Argentina as its representative 
on the proposed Commission, India nominated Czechoslovakia. 
Argentina and Czechoslovakia failed to agree on the third 
member. The President of the Security Council then nominated 
Belgium, Columbia and the United States, to complete the 
composition of the U.N.C.I.P. 


J*. 









Chapter Xm 


U. N. C. I. P. 

DURING 1948, the Security Council sent out a U.N.C.I.P. 
which landed in Karachi on 7 July. The Commission left for 
Delhi on the 10 July, 1948, to confer with the Government of 
India, and immediately started exploring the possibilities of 
an immediate cease-fire in Kashmir. The suggestion of a cease¬ 
fire was discussed at a formal meeting of the Commission held 
on July 23 in New Delhi which was attended by the Pakistan 
representatives. From 10 July to 13 August the Commission held 
a number of meetings and discussion, both with the Government 
of India and the Government of Pakistan. Ch. Ghulam Abbas 
Khan and the writer also had a chance of having discussions 
with the Commission in Karachi, on the various aspects of the 
Kashmir problem. The commission, in the meantime, sent a 
Military Sub-Commission to study the military situation in the 
liberated areas of Jammu and Kashmir. This Sub-Commission 
first flew to Srinagar and after seeing the Indian side of 
Kashmir rejoined the Commission in Karachi. The Sub- 
Commission then left for the Azad Kashmir area on August 12. 

After having further meetings with the representatives of 
India and Pakistan, the Commission released to the press its 
resolution of 13th, August and the correspondence connected 
therewith. A further meeting took place in Rawalpindi on 14th 
September between Ch. Ghulam Abbas Khan and the writer on 
the one hand, and Messrs Hunddle and Graefee on the other. 
These two gentlemen of the Commission visited Mangla Head 
works in Mirpur in Azad Kashmir territory, where they were 
€ itertained to a lunch by the Azad Kashmir Government.-After 
1 tis, the Commission left for Srinagar and stayed there until 
' f ley returned to Geneva. 


After these prolonged parleys and discussions, the 
Commission, on the 13th August, 1948, passed the resolution, 
which follows, embodying the Cease-Fire and truce agreement- 

The Preamble expressed the opinion that prompt cessation 
of hostilities and the correction of conditions, the continuance of 
which was likely to endanger international peace and security, 
were essential for effecting a final settlement of the situation in 
the State of Jammu and Kashmir. In reply to a query of the 
Pakistan Government, the Commission explaining on the 27th 
August, that the expression "a final settlement of the situation 
did not fall short of, nor go beyond, the terms of the Security 
council's Resolution of 21st April, 1948, and was in harmony 
with it." The commission went on to add that it was not 
committed to a rejection of a peaceful solution, which might be 
agreed to by the two governments provided that such a solution 
reflected the will of the people. 

PARTI 

This part of the Resolution provided that the Governments 
of Indiai and Pakistan would issue cease-fire order to all forces 
operating under the High Commands of India and Pakistan 
including, for this purpose, the forces of Azad Kashmir , and the 
Tribesmen. It also provided for the appointment of neutral 
military observers on both sides of the cease-fire line to 
supervise the observance of the cease-fire order, and called 
upon the Governments of India and Pakistan to appeal to their 
respective peoples to assist in creating and maintaining an 
atmosphere favourable to the promotion of further 
negotiations. 

This part of the Resolution laid down the following 
principles as a basis for the formulation of a truce agreement, 
the details of which were to be worked out in discussion 
between their representatives and the Commission- 


PART II 
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"What about "the strategic factors affecting the situation? 
India's security is not affected to the extent of one ounce by 
the accession of Kashmir to Pakistan. On the other hand, 
look at the question from the point of view of Pakistan. 
Take the main railway line, running from Lahore through 
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